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Abstract

Context a;ld Mecaning According to Al- Imam Abu-1lamed
Al-Ghazali in the Light of Modern Linguistics

By:
Salem Moh’d “ Al-Moqbil Al-Haj” Al-Khawaldal
Supervised By:

Dr. 1brahim Al-Sayyid

The Relationship between context and meaning is a
controversial, eternal one. Each is non-separable from the other,
beeause the linguistic system is built on both of them

Al- Imam Al-Ghazali clearly understood the naturc of this
relationship betwecn the context and the meaning in such a way that is
too close to that understanding of the contemporary linguists. Thus, he
divided context into three types underlining the cflect of each context
on the meaning. Thesc types are:

First, the verbal or oral context. This represents the horizontal
presentational dircction of the speech, which extends to the precedent
and the following. Therclore, it is not confined with one or two verses
(Ayat), rather , it extends to a full Sura, to the entire Holy Quran as
well as the Tradition of the Prophet. It includes: text, specialty,
limitation, order (Dos and D-NOTSs) as well as combination.

This context is the one called by the contemporary researchers
the contextual relations, or the syntax axle, or vicinity ...... ete.,

The impact of this context is blatantly clear in the meaning in
that it climinates ambiguity. Further it refers to the gencrality or
spccially, and it narrows the function of the general and the absolute
by specialty and limitation; and orders (DO and iDO-NOTs) are
brought up into new mcanings.
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Sccond, the meaning context. Which represent the vertical,
invisible, hidden trend of the specch. It never occurs in one single
word, but rather it encompasses the whole sentence. It also includes:
interpretation, mandating, nodding and the concept.

The clfeet of this context is clear in the meaning in that it
climinates ambiguity which the verbal context cannot remove. It also
takes away contradiction or conflicting in the Sharia texts. It calls for
omitted speech by which the truth of the speech is realized, and the
speech is  made meaninglul through nodding towards the cause or the
core, and finally, it explores new meanings which were unrevealed.

Third, thc current context, which is represented in connecting
the text with the social context, such as the speaker, listener, time,
place, reasons for revelation, fcelings, mind, habit and traditions
(norms). In this, it is almost similar to the understanding of Firth
(leader) of the English school). The verbal context to Al-Ghazali and
Firth may not be enough to definc the meaning. Thus, they resort to
the social context in order to reach a morc accurate, defining mcaning
than that taken from the verbal context.

The impact of this context is clear in the meaning in that it
removes (he ambiguity, which the verbal context cannot do. It also
specializes the general, denics contradiction in the Shana texts, and
brings out speech to new meanings as per the social context.

Al-Imam Al-Ghazali concludes to that there is no [ear from

ambipuity, becausc it could be removed through the dilfcrent types of
contexts.
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