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ABSTRACT

The Spoken "Correct" Arabic:
Its Position in the Syntactic Theory and its Form in Arabic

by
Mohammad Rabba'

supervisor
Mahmoud Magalseh

This dissertation deals with the problematic nature of linguistic description concerning
the spoken mode of standard Arabic during the source period of standardizing Arabic
TThe study comprises an introduction and four chapters. The rationale and purpose of the

study are presented in the introduction.

Chapter one deals with the characteristics of spoken Arabic in the source period
as explicated in applied syntax heritage. The objective is to discern the extent to which

syntacticians relied on this kind of source for data and analysis.

The second chapter focuses on the differences between speech and writing as
well as on the interrelationships between them. The contexts of using appropriate for
each mode or for both modes are assessed within the poetic, expository and Quranic,

genres and their interaction with dialectal differences.

The notion of correctness and alternative levels of grammar are investigated in the
third chapter. Related to variation in syntax, this chapter also deals with structural ambiguity
entailing multiple semantic interpretation. Also relevant to the discussion is the reciprocal

influence between the spoken and the written modes.

The findings and conclusions arrived at in the earlier chapters form the basis for
locating the status of the standard spoken mode within the theoretical and applied syntactic

works in particular and language description in general.

Since the use of the standard spoken receded in most functions after the source
age, this study is not concerned with later ages, However, this chapter, the fourth,
examines the use of standard spoken Arabic in the teaching of Arabic as a college
specialization. Some typical features of this variety as used in this context have been
identified.
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