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Abstract

This paper aims at uncovering a significant characteristic of syntactic thinking in the
case of old grammarians. It investigates the range of such grammarians’ reliance on
speakers intention in interpreting the linguistic phenomena and codification of Arabic.

The paper concludes that intention plays an important role in syntactic interpretation
and codification of syntactic rules. These leads old grammarians not just to pay attention to
these linguistic phenomena, but also leads them to account for the reasons of these
phenomena. Texts according to such grammarians cannot be taken or interpreted without
reference to speakers’ intention.
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