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Language and Identity
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Abstract: This research seeks to highlight the role of the language in defining and rebounding
identity and civilization. Therefore, we have worked, firstly, on defining language and secondly on
defining identity. Then, we referred to the controversy in the relations between language and identity
from a historical, religious, cultural, geographical and sociological point of view. We have realized
that language is the main component of the cultural identity; it is the nation’s life: it is beginning and
ending. Moreover, language is one of the substantial features of the individuals and groups
identities as well as an essential element in their peaceful coexistence. In addition to that, language is
a strategic factor in the advancement towards the substantial development. This research has brought
us to the fact that language is an identity but “identity” is not a language, in the sense that language is
not the only feature of identity although it is the most important as well as the richest and the deepest
one. Identity is more general than language because it has many manifestations rather than language.
We have ended our research by recognizing that the crisis of the contemporary language lies in the
crisis of the cultural identity and that language is the basic factor in featuring the nation’s
characteristics as well as safeguarding its history and supporting its continuity. Therefore, all nations
are required to protect and safeguard language from all the surrounding challenges. By doing so, they
contribute to the sustention of the nation’s identity and status and, especially, our Arabic nation which
was specified by an Arabic Coran. In fact, God has promised that the Arabic language will survive as
long as life on Earth exists.
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