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Abstract:

Printed material on the Islamic scholarship of Africa is difficult to find. The
case is similar in universities, where papers and dissertations researching this
subject area are few and far between.

This dissertation attempts to contribute to this area by shedding light on the
grammatical insight of Shaykh Abdullah Fodio, the great sage of Nigeria and
Africa who died in the year 1829. It seeks to understand the essence of his
linguistic thought as contained in his exegetical work (tafsir) titled, “The Light
of Interpretation of the Meanings of Revelation.” His tafsir is part of the larger
corpus of the school of tafsir by opinion (tafsir bi al-ra’y), whose methodology
the Shaykh follows, and in particular, Imam Al-Baydawi’s method in his
famous tafsir titled, “The Lights of Revelation and the Secrets of

Interpretation.”

This paper is both descriptive and analytical in its presentation of the Shaykh’s
opinions in grammar. The various grammatical sources scattered throughout his
voluminous tafsir have been gathered and analysed. The analysis contains the
identification of links between similar concepts, qualifying unqualified
concepts, elaborating concise sections, clarifying ambiguous statements,

justifying rulings and extracting principles underlying the issues.

The focus of this work, along with what has been mentioned, has been to clarify

where the Shaykh has agreed with the majority, and where he has disagreed.
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