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Abstract

The purpose of this contrastive study is to show the function of two
morphemes in language usage. The first one is "ma" in Arabic; the other
is "what" in English. The study explains the similarities and differences
which appear through the using aspects in each language. The important
similarities which the study shows are found in interrogative, relative,
and exclamation. Meanwhile the differences are found in structure and
some functions which belong to each morpheme. The study also shows
some expecting difficulties in learning both languages as foreign ones.
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A: What’s your address? B: It’s 18 South Avenue.
A: What’s the time? B: 1t’s five o’clock.
A: What was the concert like? B: It was wonderful® .
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A: “I am going to write on adventure story*.
B: “What for? or “What about?*. ")
(re Caa g guase e ludinY) (What) s sall ae Lid all Caja by
A: “What did you do that for?*.
B: “I did it for the Ministry of Education”.
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A: “What did you open it with?®.
B: “I opened it with a suitable key”.
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- What if it rains While we are a long way from the house?.
- What if the remour is true? ®
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- What if we all go for a swim?.

- What if you stay a bit longer? ¥ .

A . J Thomson, op. ct. p. 23. (V)

Geoffrey Leech, op. ct. p 129. (V)

Angela Downing, A University Course of English Grammar, p. 208. (V)
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A: “What was the weather like?*.
B: “It was very hot and cold*.
A: “What’s he like?*.
B: “He is a friendly sort of man“."
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What happened to you last night? ®
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A: “What the hell makes you so smart?”, I asked.
B: “I wouldn’t go for coffee with you, she answered.”)
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“What! You shot him®.
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“What did you buy?*.
“I bought a new car*.

“What money can you borrow?.
“One hundred and fifty J.D.<®.
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Angela Downing, op. cit. p. 208.

Raymond Murphy, English Grammar in USA, p. 96.
Erich Segal, Love Story, p. 3.

New Webester's Dictionary, p. 1766.

Ibid, p. 1766.
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