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The Arabic Conjunctive Particle (waw - and), its
Substitution and Multiple Functions in the Ten
Modes of Reading: A Semantic-Syntactic Analysis

Dr Hamdy Salaah Al-Hudhud
Associate Professor at the Department of Arabic,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities,

Taibah University

Abstract

The paper discusses two main problems pertaining the
conjunctive particles, i.e., conjuncts or cohesive devices: (i)
substitution of conjunctive particles at a single structural
pattern, and (ii) the multifunction of a single conjunctive
particle when a structural (syntactic) change takes place. The
corpus of this study is one of the richest data of Arabic
language, i.e. the Quran's ten modes of reading. The paper
focuses on a specific particle (al-waw — and) which is the
focus of this study. It concludes that this conjunctive particle
can substitute the conjunctive particles (fa' - then) and (aw -
or). Also, the conjunctive particle (al-waw — and) is a
multifunctional particle which occurs in various structural
patterns. By studying its functions and ways where it
substitutes other particles, the paper reveals the richness of the
Arabic language through the ten modes of reading. The paper
further emphasizes the indispensability of conjunctive
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particles in Arabic syntactic structures and how meaning is
affected in the Quranic modes of reading.

Key words:
The waw, conjunctive particles, substitution, multifunctional,

ten modes of reading, semantics, syntax



