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ABSTRACT

Dialectic of utterence and meaning. A study in arabic semanties
Mahdi Asad Arar
Superviser: Prof. Dr. Nehad Al-Musa

It is well known that language is the instrument which conveys ideas,
thoughts and meanings. Language 1s in fact the vehicle of communication
among its own speakers. Linguists observe the diversity of understanding
the meanings of language, any language, Arabic is not an exception.

This thesis aims at investigating the factors which lead to lexical
ambiguity. In fact, many questions are under discussion to clarify the
intended meaning, such as:

a. What are the factors that lead to the occurence of ambiguity of

meanings?

b. What are the methods empolyed by speakers to explain the

meanings of their expressions?

¢. Is there any semantic change in Arabic?

d. What were the attitudes of Arab philologists in tackling meaning?

The researcher realises that semantic ambiguity covers all aspects of
Arabic; phonetics, morphology, syntax, and stylistics. Hence, he tries to
invistigate the reasons of ambiguity. He points out to the variety of dialects,
then to the effect of semantic change which resulted from the varient usage
of words in Arabic.

The thesis also deals with the semantic relations among words and
semantic differences among them, such as metaphor, homonymy,
synonymy, and polysymy.

Howerver, one factor was and is still instrumental in this respect; that
Arabic was developed from several Arab dialects. Its speakers, therefore,

will use words in a diversity of meanings.
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