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ars commoner and nmere freguent in usc.

2., The definition of the 'verbal' sentence should be more
general than that of the Grammarians. It is argued
that every sentence containing a verb ¢-ald  be
considered 'verbal' whether the verb precedes or follows

its subject.

3. The passive sentence is derived from the active sentence
resulting in three changes in the latter : changing the
form of the verb, deleting the agent, and substituting
the patient for the agent. Thig claim is supported by
tho fact that cvery verbal sentence may be passivized
if it contains three elements : an inflectabls verh,
an agent, and a paticnt {or something which may take
the place of the patient).

4. Like the active sentence, the passive sontence has
severnl grammatical functions when it is included in

Other constructions.

in

« The relationship has been investigated between the
passive szentence and the active sentence containning a
Form VII vcerb or some other verb form which exprosses
a meaning similar to that of Form VII (the so-called
mutdwif or yuasi-passive). The study concludes that
these kwo sentence patterns are guite different
sfructurally and semantically.

The agent of the active senterco is deleted for a

<

numbar of roasons which could not be determincd because
they seem to be related to a number of extra-linguistic
\ factors. The deleted agent is the logical or semantic

. \ on¢, i.¢., the doer of the action.
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10.

It hag been also observed that ths agent may occur
in a position other than the grammatically usual one

as in @

bafotha 7axiika ?ilayka risdla — bugitha ?ilayka
risdlatun min 2axik

‘Your brother sent you a 1@tter'_“$ ' a letter was
sent to you by your brother'.

This structure is, in genaral, similer to the English

construction.

The active verb is made paésive in accordance with

& general rule which applies to the surface structure
of wcak verbs and the underlving structure of strong
and geminate verbs. The rule applics without
exception to all verbs satisfying the pasegive

rransformnational conditiong.

Verbs which are exceptions to the passive transforma-
tional rula represent dialectal variations of the
original forms. Examples include elision of the
vowel after the second radical as int usr 'was
squeczed' which is a gcneral characteristic of the
dialects of Tamim, Taghlib, and Bakr Ibn Wa'il. The
study enumerates all such dialectal exceptions and
accounts for them in phonclogical and morphological

LErns.

‘Examiration of the texts roveals that only nine verb

forms are used in the passive. The freguency with
I

which snch of these ferms is uscd varies a great deal.

The study cxamines the passive in colloguial spoken
Arabic. It is concludcd that what remains of the

passive is confincd to some proverbs and clichés.

Insterd of the passive, spoken Arabic now uses the

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit
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12.

13.

quasi-passive (mu§iwit) which is decrived from various
verb forms such as nsharch 'was drunk,' nwakal 'was

eaten, ' njarah. ‘was wounded,'and ngatal 'vas killed.®

The study enumcrates the rules governing the passive
subject according to the Grammarians. The number of
such rules is 200. ithen the texts werce oxamined, it
was found that only twenty of these rules are actually
used. This fact leads to the conclusion that most of
the CGrammarians® rules are theorcetical in nature ana

Aare not hased on language in actual use.

The study points out that some of the sentences

ignored by the Grommarians may be passivized such a2s s

a. gisimun  yagra?u l1-qur?an

"Asim redds the Qur'an!
b, ?ana shakirun sanigaok

" I am grateful for your favor'
C. md hamadtu ?illa 11%h

' 1 did not thank except God',

The study reveals a new stylistic variant which
is becoming common in contemporary Arabic and
which is semantically cquivalent to the passive

sentence.

XL EE R D S R R
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ABSTRACT

This thesis deals with the passive zentence in
Arabic. Threas kinds of sources have been used in this
study : old grammar bhooks and treatises, the opinions
of some contemporary investigators and a sample of
written Arabic texts some of which go back to the 'age
of Grammatical Correctness® (i.e.,ca. the middle of the
fifth to ca. the middle of the eight century A.D.),
whereas the remainder of the sample has béen drawn from

other ages, including the nodern one.

The aim of the thesis is to give as complete a
picture as possible of the Arabic passive sentence in
the hope that new points will be revealed and additions
will he made to what has already been said by the Arab
Grammar ians. Some of the Grammarians® ideas will also

be considered from a modern point of view.

The study consists of four long chapters. The
first chapter is devoted to the sentence in Arabic its
cdefinition, constituents, and divisions. Chapter two
le:oks into the passive sentence in  general without
considering or analyzing its constitucnts. Chapter
threc iz a morphological study of the verbal piece in
the passive sentence. Finally, chapter four deals with

the noun phrase (the subject) of the passive sentence.

The main findings of the study may be summarized

in the focllowing points

The Arab Grammarians did not pay & great deal
f.

vy Ve
?. }ﬁ° {

£
.

o

of attention to the 'wverbal’® sentence. lic o
theiy efforts were directed towards the so-callaed
‘nominal sentence' in spite of the fact that

rverbal' sentences, as revealed by the texts,
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