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Comments on Pronouns: A Compar ative Study

Abstract: This paper provides comments on the contribution by scholars of
Traditional Arabic Linguistics and by some orientalists to the phenomenon of
pronoun in the Arabic Language and other semantic languages. The study
adopts the comparative approach, which clarifies some aspects related to the
origins of the phenomenon. The study aimed to find answers to the following
guestions:

- How can we account for the variations in the pronunciation of Arabic
pronouns in classical Arabic linguistic references? Are these variations
invented by the linguists or are they rooted in the ancient Arabic Language?
Are these variations determined the stopping or continuing of one’s speech?
Or were they admitted at least by some linguists both in stopping and in
continuing?

- Were these variations created by poetic speech necessity, obliging poets to
resort to invent forms of articulation corresponding to the poetic technique?

- Can a number of pronouns be referred to a single root such that (), a part of
Thefirst person pronoun (W), isthe origin of the addressee pronouns?
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The study aspires to answer these and other questions, which require a
comparative approach in which resources of traditional Arabic language
scholars, Semitic languages scholars, and linguistic orientalism, are consulted.

Key words: Pronoun, variation of pronunciation, the comparative
approach.
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