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ABSTRACT
The Contribution of Egyptian Scholars in the Modern Movement towards
the Simplification of Arabic Syntax
By

Yousuf . H. Suheimat

Syntax forms the basic aspect in language teaching. Difficulties and complexities
have been adjacent to this aspect of language since the starting point of its studies.
Consequently, following the first stage, linguists have been trying to simplify it using
scientific abbreviations. The number of books and studies written in syntax has increased
rabidly and the main and precise textbooks in syntax have appeared. Then, the linguists
work hard to explain and simplify these books. Appendices and indices were added to these
books side by side with purification of them from erroneous explanations, which devalued
them and blocked the development of language studies for a long period. Moreover, some
linguists follow descriptive procedures rather than analogy in their studies, which
complicates the situation and the language appeared as if it were not suitable for modern
development. Another group took philosophy as an approach for their analysis and
research. This approach seemed attractive for many other scholars and readers, but it was
not fair in many explanations of different syntactic issues. The result of this approach is
similar to a person who imagines a nice picture then carves it, but afterwards it appears so
impressive and fantastic that he started worshiping it.

Accordingly, the necessity for great efforts to purify, simplify and bring syntax for

students and scholars in an easy way becomes urgent. So, many scholars start
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reconsidering the original books and the traditional syntactic theories to clarify and
simplify them applying different approaches addressed to students, traditionalists and
modern scholars.

The researcher investigates these approaches which tried to simplify and purify syntax. He
took one country, Egypt, as an example within a certain period, which is contemporary age
(from the middle of the 19™ century). All the works before this period were reviewed
without emphasis to give a clear picture of the root of the problem.

This study consists of two chapters and 7 sections. The first chapter covers the
establishment of syntactic studies, the reasons for that, the traditional and modern
grammarians’ viewpoints and the difficulties and drawbacks of syntax. Then it shows the
attempts to simplify it and the positive effect of Napoleon invasion to the area on language
studies, which is treated as the starting point of the new era of simplification of syntax.

The second chapter covers the first attempts to restudy syntax such as the efforts done by
Ali Mubarak basha, Rifa?at Al-TahTawi, Ahmad Al-MurSfi and Hussain Al-MurSafi. Also,
it handles the efforts of group work, which was supported by the government to simplify
syntax. Moreover, it handles the efforts of the graduate and undergraduate students in this
respect. All of these were discussed in the first and second sections. The third section
handles the suspicious woks, which take simplification as an excuse to degrade the
language, such as what was done by Qasim Amin and Salamah musa. In the forth section,
the study handles the second generation of syntactic analysis such as ‘revival of syntax’ by
Ibrahiim MusTafa, the attempt of the Egyptian Ministry of Education, ---------- by
Muhammad Ahmad Baraniq, ‘New Syntax’ by Jaqub Abd Annabii, ‘This Syntax’ by Amin
Al-Khoolii, ‘Renew Syntax’ by Shawqi Dayf. ‘The New Syntax’ by Abd-Almutal Al-Saidii

and ‘Reasonable Syntax’ by Mohammad Kamil Hussian.
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The fifth section is devoted to some modern attemts which apply modern syntactic theories
such as ‘Criticism Tries in Modern Arabic Syntax’ by Abdarahman ayoub and ‘Arabic
Language: Structure and Meaning” by Tamam Hassan. Then, The researcher concludes his

study by some suggestions and results.
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