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Al-Kala‘i’s Approach to Prose Criticism

Saleh Mued Al-Ghamdi

Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Aris,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract, This paper attempts to study and evaluate the generic approuch applied by ul-Kala'i in studying
classical Arabic prose, as presented in his book Ihkam San‘at al-Kalam (The Perfection of the Craft of
Prose}. ‘ ‘

Having dismissed the rhetorical approuch applied by many preceding critics, 4s tOO common.
al-Kala'l. then, attempts to study Arabic prose through studying its genres. Therefore. hic classifics prose
writings according to their linguistic (aesthetic) functions, into cight main genres, subdivided into many
kinds. He studies the main features and rules of cach kind, providing his reader with ample illustrative
examples taken from prose written during the first five centuries of the Hijrah. Ahhough al-Kata'is
generic system does not necessarily reflect the generic richness of classical Arabic prose, itis, nonctheless,
the most comprehensive system ever produced in classical Arabic criticism. What has been achieved by
al-Kala‘i in this study. however, may be considered the first serious and concious attempt to establish a
generic theory of prose in classical Arabic litcrature.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

