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Sibawayhi's Char acteristics of Sound Strength

Abstract: Sibawayhi was pioneer in giving a detailed account of the
characteristics of sounds. His description was original, innovative and
precise, despite his mentor's, Al-Khalil, precedence in the fidd of sound
study.

He presented in THE BOOK a detailed study of sounds, especially his
treatise on assimilation which is considered unique and innovative in the way
rules are formed on the basis of the strict law of sound strength he innovated,
according to which hetackled al issues of assimilation.

Though the studies that mentioned Sibawayhi's sound thought are many and
varied, the present study aims to shed light on a different corner of this
thought. It is interested in uncovering, comparing and arranging the most
important sound features according to their significance to him, depending on
his discussion of assimilation in general. Because Sibawayhi's standards of
sound strength are very important, they remained a basis for all who followed
him, whether grammarians or phoneticians.

The study is ended by a conclusion which summarizes the most important
results.
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