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THE PHENOMENON OF INDECLENSION IN ARABIC SYNTAX 
By 

Yousef Rabab'ah 
Supervisor 

Dr. Jafar Ababneh 
This study tries to explain one of the most important phenomena of Arabic 

language, that is, declension. This is similar to declension which has received a lot of 
researchers' concern and interest. Indeclension in Arabic is not similar to what is in 
other languages such as silence at the end of the words, but it means that there is only 
one unchanging position which could be a diacritic or silence or any others. 

The study begins with an introduction which discussed types of declension, and 
the opinion of the old and recent scholars of syntax and linguistics. The introduction 
was followed by three sections. The first section includes two chapters. Chapter one is 
titled Holistic Declension. This refers to the words that require a single diacritic or 
silence, and these are pronouns, relative pronouns, particles, infinitives and 
metonymies. Chapter two is titled Partial Declension. This refers to the words which 
have only two diacritics, and remained between being declinable or indeclinable. 
Because I think that any lack of diacritic will make the word close to the indeclension, I 
considered these words indeclinable by two diacritics, and I included it among the 
indeclinable forms. 

Section two deals with the Incidental Indeclension. This section consists of two 
chapters. Chapter one discusses the Positional Indeclension. This refers to the words 
that are indeclinable because they occurred in a particular position in the sentence, and 
these are the definite vocative and indefinite nouns negated by La (no) gender and the 
genitive. Chapter two discusses the Composite Indeclension. This refers to the words 
which are indeclinable because they are combined with other words. 

Section three discusses verbs and their position in the indeclension and 
declension. I suggest that past and imperative verbs are indeclinable for silence, but they 
have a diacritic according to the pronoun suffixes. However, the present verb is 
declinable in all its cases. It is declinable because its occurrence is different from 
realization. To be realized or not is dependent on the preceding particles. These particles 
may make its realization true, so it takes the nominative form (Rafe’), or they make its 
realization impossible or conditioned, thus taking the accusative form (Fateh). Its 
realization could be implicit and conditioned by the future tense, thus indeclinable for 
silence. 

The study concluded by stating the results which are related to indeclinable 
words. 

 


