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PROBLEM OF TERMS IN ARABIC

Dr. Nabiel R. Saeed
Sebha University

ABSTRACT

Since the beginning of the nineteenth century, voices have been raised
openly doubting the capability of the Arabic language in absorbing the new
terms and technical words arriving to us from the West . Some even went
to the extreme of demanding the replacement of standard Arabic by the
dialects or by using the Latin letters . Moslem scholars since the twelfth
century , were the first who directed their attention to a very similar
question, and tried to keep to the minimum the introduction of foreign, i.e.
of Persian or Turkish, words . Today the situation is more serious because
Arabic is facing a great flux of foreign terms due to the immense scientific
and technical developments recently achieved .

This paper points out the flexible nature of the Arabic language
enabling it to absorb the new foreign terms . Our part here is not to study
how such terms are derived and categorized, for this is the role to
specialists, each in his field, and of the language Academies . What we are
here concerned with is the topic of (foreign) terms in general, and not each
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term in particular .
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