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Abstract

The Arabic Language Academy in Cairo has always participated in the
issue of linguistic correction. This has been manifested in the modern
linguistic correction classifications whose authors quoted the linguistic
decisions taken by the Academy since it represents a collective linguistic
endeavor in the Arab world. The Academy searches certain linguistic issues
in depth in order to clearly and briefly formulate its decisions in regard to
the correct and incorrect usage of a certain linguistic term or expression
used in everyday communication.

Most of the decisions taken by the Academy start with words that permit
the usage of the linguistic term or expression under scrutiny; it seldom
initiates its decisions with words that do not allow the usage of a certain
item. In addition, the Academy starts its decisions with words that show
the percentage of correctness of the studied issue. Some of the decisions
were initiated with words such as “correction” or “alignment”.

The researcher tried to figure out the methodology adopted by the
Academy in Cairo in the issue of judging the correctness of the linguistic
usage of a certain lexical item or a structure through examining a sample of
the Academy decisions issued between 1934-1986. The researcher
concluded the following:

-The Language Academy in Cairo adopts the descriptive method in
dealing with the linguistic issues. It studies and analyzes many of the
contemporary linguistic phenomena and tries to explain them in light
of what linguists have proposed of rules related to such issues or
employs the method of analogy in its decisions.

- The Academy ,in general, adopts the philosophy of acceptability and
permissibility for many of the modern linguistic usages regardless of
their closeness to the standard variety of Arabic. This comes as a
consequence with the objective of the Academy in making Arabic
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responsive to the modern era and its developments and away from
fossilization in its linguistic styles and expressions.

- The tendency of linguistic correction appeared in the decisions of the
Academy through the percentage of the issues dealt with. Finally, it
should be noted that the Academy does not employ the concept of
linguistic correction with the meaning of changing the wrong usage
except in one of its decisions; rather it uses the concept for the mere
purpose of linguistic correction.
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