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Al-Jurjani’s Syntactic Theory: A Structural Approach to Investigating the

Relationship Between Structural Change and Semantic Structure

A. Anbar*

Abstract

This research is motivated by the belief that Al-Jurjani’s syntactic approach has a structural base and that its
tools of investigation can reveal changes in meaning which result from changes in structure. It seems that Al-
Jurjani’s subjective was to respond to those grammarians who underscored the role of syntax and restricted it to
case basic principles of syntactic theorization at the time. In short, Al-Jurjani’s approach was different from
these of other grammarians in that he utilized meaning to understand form, Whereas they used from as a vehicle
to address meaning. In effect, Al-Jurjani’s syntactic objective was two-fold:

1. It attempted to establish criteria for grammaticality which can be used to distinguish well-formed
sentences from ill-formed ones.
2. Ttattempted to specify the values implied in deep structures.

This paper argues that Al-Jurjani has touched on some issues which were brought into focus by modern
linguistics. His view of language as a set of relations was similar to that of Ferdinad de Saussure. Al-Jurjani’s
perspective of relation underlying the language system was an attempt to explore the various features of the
text. Moreover, the paper suggests that Al-Jurjani’s theory has given special emphasis to stylistics with regard
to showing the rhetoric value of the text and highlighting those information gaps implicit in it. Al-Jurjani’s
approach surpassed form to embrace meaning. He proposed criteria to examine the various meanings
compatible with the multiplicity of forms. '

The paper lent itself to three dimensions: 1) The concept of Al-Jurjani’s syntax, 2) Al-Jurjani’s approach in

examining textual features, and 3) Rhetoric syntax vis-a-vis syntactic structure and semantic manifestation.

* Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, University of Jordan. Received on 23/11/2000 and Accepted for
Publication on 8/8/2001.
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