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Originality and Modernity in Modern Arabic Poetry

Ibrahim A. Al-Saafin
Professor, Department of Arabic, Faculty of Arts,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

Abstract. This paper deals with originality and modernity in modern Arabic poetry through a consider-
ation of the creative work itself. It begins with a discussion of the two concepts in the light of western mod-
ernity and its reflection in Arabic poetic output.

Since modernity is the product of various objective factors, this paper deals with this coneept in mod-
ern Arabic poetry through its affinities with tradition and its efforts towards modernity, with special atten-
tion to the part played by language in casting light on the aspects of modernity.

The paper concludes with pointing out some aspects which may characterize poetic modernity, like
distinguishing what may be an avant - garde trend that could dominate at a later stage, or what may be a
marginal occurence that may not grow out of that stage. A special emphasis is laid on poetic rhythm which
singles out the poetic genre from other genres of writing.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

