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The Spread of Sibawaih’s Book from Basra

‘Awadh Hamad “Ali al-Qawzi, D. Phil.

Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

The research presents a historical study of the spread of Sibawaih’s Book
from Basra, showing its publicity among the seekers of Arabic grammar,
from the time of Sibawaih until the end of the third century A.H. It shows
that neither Sibawaih nor his disciples could publicize the Kitab. Al-Akh-
fash al-Awsat, the most expert grammarian of the time, was reported to be
the sole way to the Kitab but he could not diffuse knowledge of it.

The study brings to light the important fact that al-Kasa'i, the most con-
temporary opponent of Sibawaih was probably the first grammarian to take
Sibawaih’s Book out of Basra. The first movement of the Kitab was, cer-
tainly, to Baghdad, which was the home of al-Kisa’i and the place to which
al-Akhfash al-Awsat and other grammarians moved.

However, Sibawaih’s Book remained neglected in Baghdad until al-Mu-
barrad arrived there. He then explained its importance and aroused in peo-
ple a desire to study it. As a result, he was chiefly responsible for spreading
its fame.
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