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Averroes’ Poetics: Theory and Application

A Study in Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Poetics,
and His Effort to Apply It to Arabic Poetry

Suaad A. Al-Mana
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Scholars have considered Averroes’ attempt to apply Aristotle’s poetics to Arabic poetry asa
remarkable effort compared to his predecessors al-Farabi and Avicenna. At the same time, they observed
the Averroes” application showed his misunderstanding of Aristotle’s poetics.

Thus, the present study will not discuss how far Averroes understood or misunderstood Aristotle’s
poetics. Instead it would touch upon both Averroes’ poetical theory inspired by Aristotelian traditions.
and his citations from Arabic poetry used to explain this theory.

This study, will then deal with the concept of the term poetics from Averroes’ perspective. It will also
discuss the agreement and disagreement between what is common in Arabic poetry and what represents
general rules of poctry from his point of view, and trace his thoughts in the Arabic literary criticism influ-
enced by Aristotelian traditions in the two centurics following Averroes.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

