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Two Caliph Critics: Annotated Critical Study

Osman Saleh Al-Furrayh
Assistant Professor, Departmeni of Arabic, College of Aris, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The research reveals the other side of two personalities that played a prominent role in history:
Omar Ibn El-Khattab and Abdul Malik Tbn Marwan. If historians have uncovered the political and histor-
ical aspects in which the two Caliphs excelled, the purpose of this research is to cxplore the critical aspect
of the two men. 1 have selected them from the list of caliphs as they had a good Arabic taste and sound
judgement of poetry and its criticism. Moreaver, there is ample information recurring in literary books
showing how the two men cared much for poetry, They used to memorize much of itand to quote the sense
when it was appropriate. Apart from that, their love for poetry made them encourage people to fearn
poetry. As Omar put it, poetry was “the record of the Arabs’ knowledge which had the final say and with
which they used to abide.™

When we remember that in pre-Islamic times, the Arab nation was illiterate, we realize what Omar's
words signify. For the same reason. Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan used to address his family in poctry. He also
asked his son's instructors to instruct them in selected poctry as this would train their tongues and fertilize
their minds. The Arab soul is much attached to poetry, and nothing can prove that better than the
Praphet’s words {Peace Be Upon Him): “The Arabs will not give up poetry until the camel stops its yearn-
ing call.”

I have gone through a lot of heritage books concerned with literature. poetry and criticism. 1 have
obtained adequate infurmation that helped me in presenting this picture of criticism about the two caliphs.
1 have found the picture complementing that presented by scholars about specialized crities in the two eray
of the Orthodox Caliphs and the Umayyads. 1 have tried to introduce the eritical stock the two men had,
without bias or exaggerated judgement which characterise studies done in sympathy with the persenalities
studied. If the procedure | adopted has helped me, then 1 have achieved my aspirations. I [am short of
the target, I have done the best 1 could.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

