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Cigarette makers release lngredlents

Compiled from news services
WASHINGTON-—The tebaeee in-

dustry Wednesday made public a

long-secret list of 599 cigarette ingre-
dients as a key U.S. Congressional
critic released a report that he said bol-
sters charges the industry manipulates
nicotine levels to hook smokers.

The tobacco industry, which for
years had closely guarded the chemi-
cal lists as a trade secret, released the
list of chemicals and said lndepen-

~ dent experts had deemed them safe in

the quantities used.

‘But California Democrat Henry
Waxman, who is having the chief ex-
ecutive officers of the leading U.S.
tobacco companies give unprecédent-
ed testimony in his House Health and
the Environment Subcommittee
Thursday, said he does not trust the
industry's assertions on the safety of
its ingredients,

“The list is one that we will have
o have really independent toxicolo-
gists review,” Waxman said. *I
wouldn’t trust these so-called inde-
pendent experts the tobacco industry
has paraded out to the public and the
Congress over the years to tell us
things like tobacco smoking is really
good for you because it relaxes you,
or there is no connection between
cigarette smoking and addiction, and
of course their latest one that they
don’t manipulate the nicotine lev-

els.”

According to a statement from R.J.
Reynolds Tobacco Co., one of the

‘leading cigarette makers, 98 percent

of the ingredients are approved as
food additives by the Food and Drug
Administrdtion and all the ingredi-
ents “are not hazardous under the
conditions of use.”

It also released a report by six. sci-
entists attesting to the safety of the

ingredients and said news reports last

week about potentially unsafe ingre-
dients included chemicals that are not
used ‘at ail by the major cigarette
makers.

The renewed controversy over
cigarette ingredients comes as the in-
dustry is under ever-stronger attack
and smokers face greater social dis-
approval. Smoking bans have be-
¢ome more commaon in both the pub-
lic and private sectors, tobacco taxes
are being widely discussed in
Congress as a means of financing
health care reform, and Waxman and
other lawmakers have called for gov-
ernment regulation of tobacco prod-
ucts. -

B Megasugmamenene a flavor-
ing tobacco companies contend is

found naturally in grapefruit juice

and considered safe by the food in-
dustry. The U.S. govemment’s Food

‘and Drug Administration couldn’t

confirm that.
W Dehydromenthofurolactone: a
flavoring tobacco companies say is

found in peppermint and considered .

safe by the food industry. FDA

" couldn't confirm that.

- Ethyl furéaw found naturally in

coffee, kiwi and peanuts. FDA hasn’t
formally ruled on the issue, but said
the ‘food industry considers it safe. *
But a toxicologist last week said the
chemical can cause liver damage in
laboratory animals.

M Maltitol: a sweetener used in

chewing gum and diabetic candy.
The food industry considers it safe,
but FDA hasn’t ruled on a petition
questioning the safety,

M Sclareolide: a synthetic form of
a naturally occurring tobacco ele-
ment. The food industry considers it

safe. |
M Tobacco extract: used to boost

flavor of reconstituted tobacco; com-
panies say it does contain a smali
amount of nicotine,

B Ammonia: a processing aid,

FDA considers certain forms of am-
monia safe in foods but couldn’t
comment on the type in cigarettes.

W Methoprene: an insecticide that

toxicologists say is biodegradable
and works by stopping insects from
growing to adulthood. Tobacco com-
panies say FDA allows it in dried
fruits, but FDA couldn’t confirm
that.

More eemmnn items added to
cigarettes:

—~Yeast

—Wine

~Caffeine’

B eeswax

--Beta carotene

—Chocolate

—Coconut oil
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