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Sweden, U. S., Have Highest Divorce Rates

It should come as no Surprise that marriage is in trouble around the world,
but not untildivorceiStatistics stare you inthe face does it become apparent
how fragile the institution is. In the United states, for instance, there were
1,182,000 divorces in the 12- month period ending October 1980,
compared with 2,414,000 marriages, a ratio of 1 to 2 - exceeded only by
Sweden's, according to United Nations Statistics ..

The incidence of divorce is lowest in predominantly Catholic countries, and
some countries have no legal provision for divorce, among them Ireland,
Spain, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Paraguay and the Philippines. In
Such places, unhappy couples merely split up or make do.

Ratio of Divorces to Marriages Annually

Divorce/ Divorce /
Country Marriage Country Marriage
Sweden 1/1.9 Austria 1/4.1
United States 1/2.0 New Zealand 1/4.2
Denmark 1/2.2 Belgium 1/4.9
Australia 1/2.3 Egypt 1/5.0
Finland 1/2.9 Jordan 1/5.5
United Kingdom 1/3.0 France 1/5.9
Soviet Union 1/3.1 Japan 1/6.3
East Germany 1/3.3 Israel 1/7.9
Canada 1/3.4 Poland 1/8.4
Kuwait 1/3.4 Iran 1/11.5
West Germany 1/3.6 Venezuela 1/15.7
Switzerland 1/3.8 Syria 1/16.4
Libya 1/3.8 Greece 1/16.4
Norway 1/3.9 Mexico ' 1/25.6
Netherlands 1/4.0 Italy 1/26.3
Czechoslovakia 1/4.0 Portugal 1/66.4
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