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Arbitrate of the Prayer of “Tarawih”, and Increasing it
over Eleven “Rak’as”

Abdulrahim, A. Al-Hashim

Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University
College of Shariah Islamic studies
Al-Hassa,-Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract:
This study consists of introduction, two chapters and conclusion. The aim here
is to discuss eight subjects including:

1- Definning the prayer of “Tarawih”, which is a prayer perform after “Isha”
prayer in Ramadan.

2-  Why it is called “Tarawih™: because that prophet’s companions performed rest
after four rak’as in the era of Omar.

3- Arbitrate of “tarawih” and its preference. It is “Suna mu’kada”, approved by
prophet performance, saying and approval.

4- Its number of rak’as. “Assalaf assleh” agreed on its permissibility in any
number. And the opinion of prohibition of increasing its number over eleven
rak’as is a new, it was appeared in the late thirteenth century and it was refused.

5-  Its preferred number: There are different opinions by “Assalaf assleh”, the well
known one is twenty-three rak’as: twenty rak’as and “alwetr” (one or three
rak’as). Second, eleven rak’as, and third thirty-nine rak’as including “alwetr”.
However, eleven rak’as was preferred, because prophet did not increased over
this number and the command of Omar to prophet’s companions to pray eleven
rak’as.

6- The preferred number in this time: due to change and difficulties in people’s
circumstances, it is preferable to perform light eleven rak ‘as, and maintaining its
pillars and duties as well as reading Quran (farteel altilawa) with reducing it.

7-  Number of “Tarawih” prayer in the last ten days of Ramadan similar to the first
twenty days.

8- Following of Ma’moom to Imam if they disagree in the number of “Tarawih”
rak’as, which is better than disagreeing of Ma’moom with Imam, even though
the openion of Ma’moom is preponderant.

The concluding part contains the most important results and recommendations.




