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Abstract.  Hanafi differences as to the reality of “al-‘a_m” (general) and “al- kha_s” (specific) and their indicative value; reasons and effects.* 

The research contains an introduction, seven chapters, and a conclusion.  

In the introduction the researcher speaks on the importance of Usul al-Fiqh as a science in general, and the importance of the issue at 

hand in specific. The first chapter covers the definition of of al-‘a_m both linguistically and technically, with emphasis on the restrictions  

placed on this definition by the scholars of the Hanafi school along with  their discussions surrounding these restrictions. The effect of these 

on secondary legal issues was then discussed. In the second chapter the ruling concerning al-‘a_m before its specification as well as after 

being specified was discussed, along with the opinions and views of the Hanafi scholars on this issue. 

In the third chapter the author speaks on the "al-kha_s", its linguistic and technical definitions and those issues subsequent to its 

definition, pointing to the various facets of the “al-kha_s” described by the Hanafis and the rulings pertaining to it in their view. To 

accentuate the extent to which the “al-‘a_m”is  to the “al-kha_s”  in its definitive indication of certainty, the fourth chapter was written on 

this subject. In the fifth chapter five hermeneutical benefits of the previous disagreement are mentioned. The sixth chapter mentions the 

reasons for the said disagreement in those issues, where three reasons are given. The seventh chapter deals with the legal benefits and 

consequences of this issue; nine legal issues were covered. The paper was then concluded with the more important results of the research 

along with a bibliography and tables of contents. 


