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Abstract.The question as to whether Dhuhr (Midday Prayer) should be performed subsequently to Friday Congregational Prayer is, from 

time to time, raised by common Muslims as well as Muslim scholars, thus resulting in two different views.  While one group is in favour of 

performing Duhuhr prayer and considers it mandatory, a second group disapproves of such an act, looking upon it as an innovation that 

deviates from the Right Path.  In view of this controversy, I believe that it is incumbent on scholars to address this issue objectively and in a 

manner that is unbiased to any doctrine school of thought. 

Having investigated the issue, I have arrived at the following conclusions.  First, the prescribed duty enjoyed on Muslims at the time 

designated is Friday Congregational prayer.  Once validly established by virtue of its being the only one in a given town – Friday prayer will 

be sufficient and, as Muslim scholars unanimously hold, there will be no need to perform Dhuhr prayer.  As a matter of fact, Prophet

Muhammad – peace be upon him – and the rightly-guided Caliphs are reported to have followed this approach in actual practice, for only one 

Friday prayer was performed in Al-Madina Al-Munawwara.  Second, the controversy as to whether Dhuhr prayer should or should not be 

performed after Friday prayer is due to the multiplicity of Friday prayers in the same town.  As it is held by the vast majority of Muslim 

scholars, once the Friday prayers are superfluous, only one of them is considered valid.   Third, in case of a number of Friday prayers and 

when it is difficult to ascertain which of the preceding ones has been valid, the vast majority of Muslim jurisprudents hold that – to preclude 

any suspicion and to acquit one of the possibility of wrong-doing --- performing Dhuhr prayer will be a mandatory or a commendable act.  

Fourth, the view that performing it is to be considered an act which involves disbelief (or almost leads to disbelief) is far from right, and it is 

not compatible with common schools of thought.  Fifth, when one intends to perform it, it would be most prudent of him to do so only on an 

individual basis.  This is to preclude any discord or within the Muslim community disrupting its unity. 


