2013 J4l 0sils / 21434 ajaa (4) 2sadl (9) Alaall cLgdal g A pad) Aol & A5a ) Adaal)

Bl ) i e
hsall bl ) ghila (pe DAY a1
*3439 Chagy (el L2
2012/9/15 :J 5 s 2012/2/15 @il s i

uaA'L\

el V) b DA (e 4o g Loy calgiaY) A sles 8 LA sall el 6y
e AL ALl YD dea 5l Ve (e Yo Uadl 5 saal) Vil 5 calSaYI
LBy e o) e e G e 4 Bl dlgde dan gl e sl
S @fﬁ\ O s elgial) ae) B (e i 53008 3ay o Taale ) L) sl )
i ¥ LAl g p o dadall g i Aal g cueadl OY e\;u;i j/\ﬁu ¢) s Cmagiadl s
a1 b aadl e R el lal ) g ol e el Sl lal S
O e sl e ymall Bacl L) Cilimy e f ol LaadISE ollaal s (el aSall @l o iy
e Yy Ars 51l S 7 5 CIA) S g pd ) A il g )

G a5 alagal Aaa 15 (el sl shaia (e Lagr 3315 e @) pila 48 1)
il L Yy il Gl 5 Tl Ae 3 e Ba oo Y1 8 Ll cadlan)
e (Lleliiy ol V) Sy b diall sl ) all 46l oL G e PR cselaal)
12 e Gl Lilad die el 5 ecllaall a9 Clasind e 5508 4 055 53 sl
Al BalalY) 5,0 5 ¢Sl g aoail AdlE e
(DAY AE () )l B (8 peal) sl Jula) Al el

) T Aaaly gl 5 A al) ARl il *
OO Sl (Aiga daalad Al ghaa a3 3 gha

11



Bage ol sl el shie (e M) AN AL ) (il (e

From Constriction to Expansiveness:
The Culture of Difference In the Light of Sufi Experiential Knowledge

Abstract

Seen in the light of Sufi experiential knowledge, the use of independent
reasoning in the interpretation of Islamic texts, the differing opinions and
rulings to which it gives rise, and the resulting possibility for being "right" or
"wrong" may be viewed as a manifestation of the divine mercy to the
community of believers, since it is through such differences of perspective
that hardship is relieved and greater freedom is attained. These phenomena
are consonant with the Qur'anic declaration that God "has laid no hardship on
you in anything that pertains to religion" (Surat al-Hajj 22:78). The Grand
Shaykh once made an observation which is worthy of being adopted as a
fundamental principle of textual interpretation, namely, that the divinely
given law recognizes the rulings at which a conscientious interpreter arrives
whether the ruling arrived at is correct or incorrect. The reason for this is that
of all possible interpretations, only one is perfectly correct, whereas there are
numerous possible incorrect interpretations. However, although only one
interpretation represents precisely the ruling intended by God, other
interpretations are nevertheless recognized by God given the fact that the
scholars who have arrived at them perceive them as correct even though they
have not grasped God's precise origina intent. Both correct and incorrect
rulings, then, are legitimate and worthy of recognition. To this principle we
may add the criterion formulated by a-Sharani, on the basis of which
different rulings are judged not to be conflicting but, rather, complementary.

The understanding and adoption of these two principles in light of the
divine expansiveness and mercy and the purpose for the stewardship God has
granted human beings on earth would reduce the tendency toward excess and
extremism in both religious and social thought alike. At the same time, it
would contribute to the creation of a culture of constructive, fruitful dialogue
in which a plurality of perspectives is allowed to interact in such a way that,
abandoning the practices of labeling others as innovators and infidels based
on a one-sided, closed view of the universe, members of society can develop a
greater capacity for acceptance of the Different Other and for peaceful,
magnanimous coexistence.

Key words. (Sufi discourse analysis, the culture of interfaith dialogue, the
culture of difference).
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