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Abstract

Land in the Islamic economy constitutes a major resource of
the Moslems finance house. The kharaj land( land on which taxies are
levied) is one of the focal points of this work.

This study aims at showing the rules and regulations
connected with this matter.

- Kharaj or land — tax was first imposed during the region of
Omar ibn alkhattab( may God be gracious to him!) after Iraq had
been conquered by Moslems , but this situation of collecting land-
taxies together with taking tribute from the non-Moslems citizens in
the conquered lands continued for a long time.

With the passage of time , the nature of the kharaj lands has
changed, the land ownership has passed to the Moslems owing to the
death of the non-moslems land owners or by the conversion of those
owners to Islam, or even through the transaction of buying and
selling of the land.

So , what is the law of kharaj (land-tax) today? Is a Moslems
required to pay the tax although he is legally unobliged to do no? Is
a Moslem required to pay the one-tenth tax in case he cultivated the
land, thus bearing two obligation at the same time? Is a Moslem
required to pay the one- tenth tax only?

This study attempts to give answers to these questions
highlighting the most important rules and regulations related to the
kharaj (land-tax).

' Researcher
Dr. Mohammad Okla

Faculty of Islamic, Jerash University
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