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Abstract:
Muslim scholars agree that death occurs at the moment the soul
parts the body. But the concept of the soul is known only to
Allah and, therefore, there should be some indicators of death
though these indicators are speculative and cannot be taken as the
defining criteria that determine death. While the classic definition
of death is the cessation of cardiac and respiratory function, in
the beginning of the Y1* century modern science discovered what
is known as brain death and all views agreed that it is real death.
But this view was not accepted by both medical experts and
jurists, and the issue has been dealt with in the framework of

speculative ijtihad (reasoning) though the seriousness of
etermining one’s life or death. I have examined the medical and
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juristic views on this issue and concluded that brain death is not a
shari’ah-based death though it is accepted as a medical fact. This
stance is based on the multiple Islamic responsibilities that ensue
upon the determination of death. In covering this issue, I cited the

arguments of both groups, and supported my view with valid
evidences.
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