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Resear ch Problem:

The present study seeksto exposetherelativerole played by pertinent expertsin penal
trial commensurate to the Saudi penal procedural law.

Research |mportance:

The importance of the present study is comprehensible in consideration to multiple
points. First, it reveas the relative role of pertinent expert in penal trial. Second, it will
expose therelativereliance of judiciary on expert for hisassistance in penal trial. Third, it
shows the opportunity extended to penal procedural law for solicitation of expert assist-
ance.

Research Objectives:
The present study seeks to accomplish some objectives that follows:
1. Exposition on the concept of expert from various perspectives — linguistic, terminological,
legal and Sharia;
2. ldentification of various constituents associated with the concept of expert — conditions;




nature of job; experts who are solicited for assistance; rules and stages of soliciting assist-
ance of experts; relative commitment of judges to the report of the expert and its impor-
tance.

Resear ch Questions;
1. What is the concept of expert — linguistic and terminological ?
2. What are the stages through which the assistance of the expert is solicited in penal trial?
3. What are the rulesin soliciting the assistance of expert in penal trial?
4. To what extent is the judge committed to honour the report of experf?

Research Methodology:

The present researcher has pursued original-analytical approach. Pursuant to this ap-
proach, he has endeavored to describe the multiple dimensions of the role played by the
expert in the penal trial commensurate to the Saudi penal procedural law. Some aspects —
rationale, conditions and rules — of soliciting assistance of the experts in the penal trials
are highlighted.

Main Results:

The present study offers the following findings of salience:

1. Role of expert is permissible in Quran, Sunnah, consensus and judgement.

2. An expert, as accepted in Islamic Sharia, is a person who is well-versed in information
related to juristic issues.

3. Soliciting assistance from expert is an essential process related to Saudi personal proce-
dura law.

4. In certain case studies, seeking solicitation of expert in penal trial, isinevitable. Technical
issues represent as examples. On such issues, ajudge may be uncognizant.

5. In some other cases, it isnot permissibleto solicit assistance from expert. Examples abound
— public information points; famous events, and the importance of expert report on trial.
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