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in The Name Of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful

An Abstract Of The Thesis

The thesis is forwarded to the University of Om El Qura, at Honored Mecca,
to get the Ph. Degree. My thesis is a study and editing of the book etitled : The
Branches .authored by Abu Abdullah Mohammed Bin Mufleh Al Mugadessi (died
on 763 H), starting from the part about Interdiction up to the end of the part about
companionship of women. The author enriched his own books with countless and
amazing questions , quotations and anecdotes; so much so that it was called the
authoritative book on the Hanbali School of Thought.

The part I have chosen includes forty eight chapters : generally they are the
parts concerned with a part on the chapter concerned with transactions starting with
interdiction, the obligatory duties, manumission, a part of the chapter on marriages
and finally the part concerned with the companionship of women.

I have conducted a comprehensive study on the author, the book itself,
commented on text of the book in accordance with the University Plan for editing
the heritage books and finally I have supplemented the book with exhaustive and
diversified indexes.

Although the author was of a Hanbali School of thought, still it included
touched upon the ideas of the other remaining schools of thought. He used both
figures and symbols to refer to questions quoted from other schools of thought. He
even availed himself with the books of many scholars, amounting to more than one
hundred books, most of these works are extinct.

He related many narrations attributed to Imam Ahmed, God rest hi soul in
Heaven, mentioning different versions and different opinions of the Imam’s
disciples; he especially quoted a lot for his mentor Tbn Taymeyah, God rest his soul
in Heaven.

Although the book is mainly concerned with jurisprudence, however he
neither indulged in shortened theses nor lengthy and detailed elucidations. He
contented himself with stating the questions and the various opinions in accordance
with an exact methodology he set down at the beginning of his work.

One of the most salient features of the book is that he did not tie down his
work with jurisprudence , but he handles other subjects too; he digresses into other
subjects that lie in the realms of creed, history, literature, language, assessing the
authenticity of narrators and the chain of narration.

Finally I would like to draw your attention to the fact that the author passed
away before preparing the final draft of his work, especially the latter part of it,
however and although he incorporated so many quotations , his mistakes in this
regard are both minimal and negligible. We pray to God to have mercy on him.
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