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The Past Condition Reference (Isstisshab Al — Hal):
Between Philology and Syntax

Dr. Attif F. Khalil

Abstract :

The Past Condition Reference (Isstisshab Al-Hal) is
considered one of the major topics in Arabic Syntax and its
rules. The genius of Arab syntacticians become evident in their
approaches and singular precision in explicating syntactic
problems.

The relationship between Syntax and Philology is
crystal clear in Arabic, and any Arab linguist since the first
periods of this science would feel the effects of the
traditionalist approach in it. More than one traditionalist
emphasized that a knowledge of the individual parts and the
whole structures of Arabic constitutes an essential condition
for interpretation because this interpretation is built upon the
four known references: the Holy Qura'n, the Sunna, consensus,
and analogy. Understanding parts and structures is strongly
related to the understanding of Arabic.

This paper deals with a linguistic case in Arabic Syntax,
mainly in Dogmatic Syntax. Linguists adopted it for use in
many of the linguistic cases they tackled; therefore, it is a case
well related to the paradigm of Philology labled as Past
Condition Reference (Isstisshab Al-Hal). However, this



481 Umm AL-Qura Univ. Journal of Shari’ah & Arabic Language, Vol.18, No.36. March..2006

research paper is not a pure philological case though it touches
upon the principles of philology.

The traditionalist approach is employed in the treatment
of this reference issue, that is, in terms of terminological and
linguistic definition, its justification, its types, and its effect
according to philologists.

Then the paper moves to the study of the Past Condition
Reference as found in the origins of Syntax. The term seems
not to occur in Sebaweyh, but many of his indications to it
occur in various places of his book.

Not unitl Abi Barakat Al-Anbari moved the term from
the principles of Philology to the principles of Syntax that
Isstisshab Al-Hal began to occur in linguistic studies. In fact,
Al-Anbari 1s considered the sole author of the features of this
paradigm in Arabic grammar.

In addition, the degree to which syntacticians undertook
the issue is raised on two levels, theory and practice. This
paper presents many of Al-Isstisshab's problems as treated by
the grammarians of Bassrah and Kufah. A statistical table for
the most important issues related to Isstisshab as found in
references on syntax is provided to guide the reader in related
issues.

Atif Fadl
For_a complete version of the paper _in Arabic see pp. 331-
362






