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Abstract

Textualists and Purposivists: A Study in the History of Islamic Figh.
Dr Ayman Saleh
gotoayman@gmail.com

This study aimed at giving a brief review of the history of Islamic Figh (Islamic
jurisprudence schools of thought) in the light of the fact that scholars are categorized into
two main categories: textualists and purposivists. The study has reviewed some indicators
of this division between scholars since the era of the Companion's until the contemporary
Islamic jurisprudence scholars. The study has come to many conclusions; most
importantly: it has emphasized the natural division between people and scholars into
textualists and purposivists, and pointed out what has been mistakenly popular among
writers of the Islamic Figh history that (Ahl-al-Ra'y) school of thought represents the
purposivists and (Ahl-al-Hadith) school of thought represents the textualists.
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