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unarguably on other cultures, because the moral values in
each culture are never dissociated from the worldview and
the general philosophy of individuals and cultures. Then
only then will respect of cultural specificities be the most

salient feature of comprehensive democracy.

Finally, non-Muslims should be assured of the fact
that tension which is currently prevalent in the world is not
religiously motivated at all, but is the product of political

practices exerted on oppressed people.



It is significant in this respect to quote Fichte (1814),
a very influential Western figure, who contended that
believing in God is believing in duty. Similarly, Kant
attested highly to the importance of faith viewing it as an
urgent social necessity which maintains social harmony.

Kant called this necessity: the pragmatic evidence.

Those who treat Islamic religion in Europe as an
aberration that should be curbed are doing their citizens
injustice, because they discriminate against them on a
religious basis. Such citizens are human constituents of the
European society. They feel that Europe is their homeland,
within which they share many cultural constructs with other

neighbouring cultures.

If Islam 1s truly foreign to the European environment,
this holds also true for Christianity itself which is not
European in origin, but emerged in the Eastern part of the

world where Islam grew and flourished.

The insistence of some non-Muslims on undermining
the existence of Islam puts an end to all values of freedom
of religion and destroys all noble concepts which enabled
Europeans to take the lead in spreading the values of
modernism and globalization. Non-Muslims need to end
this conflict between religions and cultures by giving each
culture the opportunity to shape its own social and moral
values. Additionally, some non-Muslims should refrain from

monopolizing the production of values which are imposed



of belongingness to their religion, should bear in mind that
they make a big mistake which does not serve the control
of human behaviour and the establishment of co-existence

among people.

Those who reject the existence of Islam should know
that it is to their benefit to see Muslims clinging dearly to
their faith, because religion for the human being in general
and the Muslim in particular is the most important source of
moral values. Islam is characterized by its comprehensive
human vision, as it considers that the believers’ defence of
their faith against atheism is a defence of the faiths of all

religions world-wide. Allah the Almighty says:
(...) Did not Allah
Check one set of people
By Means of another
There would surely have been
Pulled down monasteries, churches
Synagogues, and mosques, in which
The name of Allah is commemorated
In abundant measure.
(Al-Hajj, 22: 40)

Full awareness of this truth requires the alliance of all

religions to fight for the existence of faith and the protection

of its moral values.

4



of other religions which lay the ground for fruitful debates

and mutual understanding.

If a non-Muslim happens to visit a mosque or an
Islamic centre, he is surely driven by the curious desire for
exploration or for answering a spiritual need he lacks in his

immediate surrounding.

In all cases, Muslims do not have institutions of
Islamizing people as is the case for Christians who have
gigantic institutions, sophisticated equipments, and huge
amounts of money to evangelize people, especially those
who may be felt to leave their Christianity behind.

What has so far hindered civilizational co-existence
and real mutual cooperation among religions is the failure
of the Westerners to prevent their adventurous intellectuals,
journalists, politicians and artists from messing around with
the sacredness of religions. They even fail to persuade them
that the respect of culture is part of the essence of insightful
and civilized freedom, and a fundamental prerequisite for

co-existence.

The Westerners could have included the respect of
cultures and religions in the list of the prohibited issues
sanctioned by the Western law, since this is part of the

collective mentality.

Those who feel annoyed at the existence of Islam in

their societies, trying hard to weaken the Muslim’s sense



put the finger on the real practices which contributed to the

emergence of conflicts.

It is incumbent upon the other to know that Islamic
societies are still suffering bitterly from the disastrous
effects of colonization on Islam which embody many
cultural, political and social disorders. The latter touched
the cultural identity of the Islamic community, weakened
the strength of political and intellectual belongingness of
some of their individuals, and paved the way for internal

and external discords.

Non-Muslims should reconsider their malevolent
projects which aim at converting Muslims to other religions.
They spend much energy and money to infiltrate the Islamic
society, especially into regions of widespread poverty and

ignorance which are easily manipulated.

But, some people may claim that Muslims are also
very active in the non-Muslim foreign countries. They
build mosques where they deliver preaching regularly. In
response, we should say that such Muslim activities are
needful, in that they protect the identity of the Islamic
group from complete fusion in a totally different cultural
background. Above all, those Muslim activists are generally
inapt to persuade others to convert to another religion,
for most of them lack quite often the efficient method of
address which guarantees an intellectual dialogue. They

additionally lack the necessary knowledge about the creeds



palaces and gardens, the remaining parts of which could in

no way give us a clear idea of their numbers.

The effect of such dramatic destruction was
tremendously disastrous on the scientific heritage, among
which we mention precious books, medical and astronomical

products, etc.

The difference between the Islamic civilization and
other civilizations lies in the fact that the conduct of the
Muslim is regulated by the dictations of the religious legal
texts and the jurisprudent rules that prevent him from
depriving non-Muslims of their own rights. By contrast,
non-Muslims found strong support for their bitter hostility
against Muslims in their institutions, especially the religious
institution which issued a great deal of adjudications

condemning them unjustifiably.

When Muslims strive to establish a tolerant culture
which paves the way for co-existence and cooperation, they
are required to go back to the fundamentals of the Islamic
culture which show them the ideal way of treating non-
Muslims. Non-Muslims, in their turn, are called upon to
believe in the fact that tolerance and co-existence are by
no means a one-side production; it is thus unacceptable to
hold one party responsible for their absence in detriment
of another. Nor, is it acceptable to link the concept of
intolerance with the personality of Islam and Muslims.

Instead, non-Muslims should revise their stances trying to



tolerance in a global surrounding which denied its values

in its entirety.

Additionally, the value of tolerance in Islam could
only be grasped when seriously evaluating the conditions
of other cultures which defeated some regions under the
Muslims® reign during some periods of history. Strangely
enough, these cultures focused primarily on religious
intolerance, ethnic cleansing and civilizational obliteration.
They rejected co-existence with those who refused to
embrace their beliefs. Let alone observe their due rights!
Worse, they tried hard to obliterate any physical or scientific
trace bearing witness to the intellectual and artistic levels
which the Islamic civilization achieved during its time of
glory.

As a result of this culture of intolerance, Muslims
found themselves between Scylla and Charybdis: they
either changed their religion, evacuated aimlessly their
homelands or faced immediate extermination. It was really
an era of unprecedented bloodshed that has up till now been
manifested in portrays, protected statues in museums and
public spheres. Generally, cultural institutions are strong
witnesses of mainstream culture which people believed in

during a period of time.

Because ofthe spirit of stark fanaticism and intolerance,
the world has lost a great human legacy of art and science

due to the destruction of many mosques, schools, libraries,



Towards a Cooperative Establishment

of the Civilizational Tolerance Project

So far we have examined the reality of Islamic civilization
in miniature and realized how it promotes the values of
tolerance and recognizes the other by legally and socially

preserving his materialistic and moral rights.

This reality drawn from many texts of the Holy Qur’an
and the Sunnah, from the acts of the Prophet (PBUH) and
his Companions (May Allah be pleased with them), and
from the sayings of Muslim scholars and the achievements
of civilization, proves that tolerance in Islam is not only
an ambitious theoretical project, but a pragmatic message
that was verily materialized in Islamic history as well.
Tolerance for Muslims is a cultural and a social system

verified diligently in the treatment of non-Muslims.

Tolerance in Islam could only be apprehended in full
depth when put into its historical context. During that time,
no debate over tolerance was ever held, nor did any call for
the rights of others to enjoy their religious freedom or to

lead their own way of life take place.

From this standpoint, therefore, the Islamic civilization
should not be viewed as a mere civilization which wishfully
believes in tolerance and co-existence. Instead, it should

be viewed as that civilization characterized uniquely by



in, day out. They are part and parcel of the West; that is
why we should get close to them and give them support by
highlighting the scientific and civilizational values of their
works to make sure they will be great advocates of Western

openness to Islam.



Islamic values through her serious studies and her two
years residence in Marrakech. Anna Mary Shimla invested
similar scientific efforts to identify Islam; that is why both
researchers endured all sorts of harassment to the extent that
a fanatic group tried to strip ‘Anna Mary Shimla of her right
to the German Book Prize in 1995.Also, defending strongly
the Islamic values, Montgomery demonstrated in his
writings how Islam served Western civilization devotedly.
Gorafsky compared between Islam and Christianity, making

impartial statements about the former religion.

By and large, Islamic culture has a great many thinkers
who uphold it in the Western countries. Therefore, it could
have been possible to create a new trend in these countries,

if special attention had been paid to these proponents.

If the Muslim observes that some individuals and
intellectual classes from the West stand against Islam and
the interests of Muslims, he should dutifully not turn a blind
eye to other activists who sympathize with their just causes
and face the enemies of Islam in their countries. Among
such thinkers we mention Noam Chomsky whose name has
so often been linked to the defence of Arabs and linguistic
studies. We can also mention Jack Kelley, the author who
received 300 letters of denunciation for refusing to accuse
Muslims of terrorism, Paul Findley, Robert Fisk and Julio

Caesar who wrote: ‘Do we have to fear Islam?’

The number of these researchers is increasing day



of civilizations, we should not deny the very obvious fact
that there are other Western persons and associations that
hold very positive attitudes about Islam and Muslims.
Some Western men and women have done Islam incredible
justice by correcting the old inherited false image about this

religion.

Our main problem lies in paying less attention to
those who have done Islam justice and supported its causes
than its opponents, which helped the latter to spread their

falsehoods easily.

If the researcher digs deeply into the literature of
Western thought, he will come across very nice sayings
about Islam. For example, Goethe painted a positive image
of Islam into the Western mentality. He praised Islam so
enormously that the group of ‘Weimer’ announced that
Goethe was a Muslim for he read the Qur’an regularly and
performed once the Friday Prayer in 1814 together with
some Muslim Russian soldiers. Among his famous sayings
is that if Islam means surrendering our fate to God, we should
then live up to Islam and die for it. Similarly, Victor Hugo,
Tolstoy, and Bernard Shaw voiced admiration for Islam that
contributed fascinatingly to positively introducing Islam to
the West.

There are many other researchers who worked with
dedication to destroy the Western false image of Islam. For

example, Sigrid Hanukkah made much effort to highlight



The image of violence which had a very brief history
in the life of Muslims is not the one to reflect the true
Islamic orientation. Similarly, it is objectively inadmissible
to ignore the long Islamic history of tolerance towards its
opponents embodied in the co-existence of Muslims and
people belonging to other religions and the key political and
social positions which non-Muslims held under the reign of

the Islamic state.

Once again, Muslims gave the true impression about
the human orientation of their religion when they have
recently contributed to the liberation of Europe from the
grasp of Nazism and Fascism and to the achievement of an

economic and architectural renaissance in Europe.

Most existing conflicts today are politically motivated.
They normally originated in the era of colonization, during
which colonizers committed all sorts of oppression and
tyranny that harmed subsequently the world relations.
Such conflicts were also ascribed to some cultural reasons
developed as a result of mistaken instruction and weak

communication.

On the other hand, the Muslim should know that the
West does not hold one homogeneous structure of thought;
rather, it is a multi-pot of various ideas and different
trends. True, if there exist some westerners who cannot
free themselves from the negative stereotypical image of

Islam, and never stop promulgating the ideology of clash
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In religion: Truth stands out
Clear from Error: whoever
Rejects Evil and believes
In Allah hath grasped
The most trustworthy
Handhold, that never breaks.
(Al Baqarah, 2: 256)

When the People of Islam spread Da’awa, they are
ready to endure all sorts of harms one can imagine for
the sake of spreading good and virtue among the people
they invite to Islam. Such Islamic sympathy and mercy
are obviously clear in the conduct of the Prophet (PBUH)
when he apologized to Allah the Almighty for the ignorance
and disbelief of his people saying: ‘O my Lord, guide my
people along the true path, as they are ignorant of the truth!’

When addressing the People of the Book or atheists,
it behoves the Muslim to present Islam in a positive way
which is likely to enlighten them as to the tone message of
Islam because Islamophobia is no more than an illusionary
feeling which has been intentionally invoked by opponents
of Islam who excelled at exploiting irresponsible mistakes
made by so-called Muslims in exceptionally equivocal
circumstances. The same mistakes were made by followers
of all existing religions, yet their religions have never been

object to bitter condemnation.



The Nature of Dialogue with Atheists

When the Muslim addresses an atheist, he should
explain to him that Islam treats all human-beings on the
basis of distinction and honour conferred by Allah on them

as the following verse demonstrates:
We have honoured the sons
Of Adam; provided them
With transport on land and sea;
Given them for sustenance things
Good and pure; and conferred
On them special favours,
Above a great part
Of Our creation. (Al Isra’, 17:70)

The Muslim should also clarify to the atheist that

all people have the right of livelihood regardless of their
disbelief in God the Almighty.

Islam treats its opponents only as subjects that need to
be convinced about the Islamic Da’awa (i.e., the message
of Islam). Yet, they have the right to make their own choices
freely without being forced to embrace a faith they dislike.
Allah says in this connection:

Let there be no compulsion



Morally speaking, extensive cooperation should be
maintained between Muslims and people of other religions
so that they defend the moral values at stake and stand
firmly against all disorders threatening the existence of
human beings and their future. Among these disorders, we
can mention abortion, the destruction of the nuclear family,
and the abolishment of the human-being by misusing the
functions of his genes and turning them into goods to be

exposed into world markets.

Finally, Muslims and people of other religions can join
effort to fight against brutality as expressed in oppression,
suppression and land usurpation.



mathematical codes.V

Muslim thinkers drew on what Kant called the practical
reason to persuade people of the utility of faith®. They also
adopted Kant’s idea that the attribute of God’s existence
is subjective”, a view which is similar to the meaning of
psychological attribute held by Muslims. Furthermore,
contemporary Muslim writers quoted repeatedly Alexis
Carrel’s ideas which generally focus on demonstrating the
wisdom of God the Almighty behind the creation of human
beings™®.

On the other hand, it is certain that scholars of other
religions benefited greatly from the researches of Muslim
thinkers and scholars, especially in areas of research aiming
at proving the existence of God the Almighty. Muslims
wrote many books which tackled the issue of Monotheism
proofs. Importantly enough, some of these books contain
more than twenty five proofs, all of which rest on an
intellectually deep analysis. Additionally, scholars of other
religions benefited from Muslims’ serious debates on creeds

and theologies ( ‘i/lm al-Kalam).

1- Sabri, Mustapha (2000). ‘Mawqif al-aql wa al-Ilm min Rab al-Alamin
wa ‘Ibadihi al-Mursalin.” Vol. 212/2, In Karim Muna (ed.). al-Falsafah al-
Hadithay. Dar al-Kitab al-Jadid: Beirut.

- Karim, Muna (2000). A/-Falsfah al-Hadithah. Dar al-Kitab al-Jadid. P. 73
2- Durant, Will (1991). Qissat al-Falsafah. Dar al-Ma’arif: Beirut.

3- Karim, Muna (2000). A/-Falsfah al-Hadithah: ‘Ard Nagdi. Dar al-Kitab
al-Jadid. P. 73

4- Carrel, Alexis (1935). (Man the Unknown)/Al- Insan Thalika al-Majhul.
Translated by Shafiq As’ad. Muassasat al-Ma’arif.
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Zones of Contact and Cooperation
for Followers of Religions

In order to dispel the bad image of Islam planted in the
memories of believers of other religions, Muslims should
readily found a project aiming at creating constructive
cooperation which serves their common interests. The

cooperation envisaged here can be scientific and moral:

Scientifically speaking, cooperation is needed so as to
face atheism and promote the central role of religion in the
life of human beings, so that moral values get established in

societies world-wide.

For this to happen, it is possible to benefit from
rational evidences so as to persuade atheists to believe in
God the Almighty. Relevantly, it is highly recommended to
exchange the very useful psychological and social studies.
It is worth mentioning in this respect that Muslims never
hesitated to make use of the results of pertinent researches.
Following the reasoning of Bregstein, contemporary Muslim
thinkers emphasized that faith is innate on the grounds
that no human society has ever been devoid of spaces of
worship. Cotemporary Muslim thinkers kept on quoting
Descartes who viewed that God is the source of knowledge
and existence and that God’s existence is undoubtedly

more absolute than the geometrical assumptions and the



Prophet (PBUH) said. In his valuable research presented in
The International Conference of Religions held in Lahore
in 1957, Abdullah Darraz likened Islam during every
single stage of its developing revelation to three doctors,
one of whom paid a visit to a child during its initial stage
prescribing to it food that is restricted to milk. By contrast,
the second doctor examined the child in its second stage
and prescribed to it starchy food. The third doctor examined
the child in its subsequent stage allowing it finally to have
all sorts of food". Although Islam reached its ripe stage, it

does not deny the continuity of revelation.

What Islam levelled at the followers of religions
does not depart very much from the higher criticism of
proponents of religious reformers in both Judaism and
Islam, or proponents of Christian Protestant and Calvinistic
reformations in Christianity. All attempts of religious
reformation confirm the fact introduced by the Qur’an for

long that religions were prone to serious distortions.

1- Darraz, Muhammad Abdullah (1995). Bahth Mawqif Al-Islam min Al-
ddiyanat Al-Ukhra wa ‘Alaqatuhu biha. In Muhammad Rajab Al-Bayyoumi
(ed.), AI-NNahda Al-Islamiyah fi Sayr A’alamiha Al-Muasirin. Beirut: Dar
Al-Qalam. Vol. 2, p. 246.
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differ with it religiously and dogmatically.

When Islam introduces itself to people, it takes
religious dialogue as its obligatory point of departure. It
does not spread its message through financial temptation or
through fake promises to help poor nations join the affluent
societies. This is due to the fact that if it centres its interest
on poverty and the ignorance of people whom it wants
to invite to Islam, it will not give them the fair chance of
dialogue and equal opportunity of argument. In this case,
economical conditions will be the determining factors of
choosing the religion presented to non-Muslims without
having recourse to their free will. Muslims comprehended
this non-approved behaviour through the Prophet’s wise
conduct that refused to invite people to Islam lacking in

trusting sane intellect.

Muslims should clarify that revelation reached
Muslims through different periods of time. For each
period, there was a kind of revelation proper to people’s
level of apprehension and to the moral needs of societies.
Then and only then did Islam come as the final and all-
inclusive religious version which responded favourably to
the intellectual situation that human beings reached after
each period. Throughout history, Islam was the divine
revealed religion. The Prophets were like brothers with

different families and mothers but a similar religion", as the

1- Sahih Al-Bukhari, The Book of the Stories of the Prophets. , Al Musnad,
Vol.3, p. 406. , Muslim, The Book of Merits.



Third, The Qur’an allows Muslims to marry women
from the People of the Book bearing in mind that such
marriage leads to kinship relations which therefore make of
the People of the Books grandfathers of the Muslim spouse

and uncles and aunts of Muslims.

Fourth, early Muslims sympathized emotionally with
the causes of the People of the Book. They expressed their
anguish and agony at their military defeats. They got sad
when the Christian Romans were defeated by the Persians,
the worshippers of fire. But, Allah promised the Muslims
of the Roman manifest victory over Persians in few years’
time. Allah said:

Alif lam Mim
The Roman Empire
Has been defeated -
In a land close by:
But they, (even) after
(This) defeat of theirs,
Will soon be victorious —
(Al Rum, 30: 1-4)

The chief aim of Islam is to impart its message.
In so doing, it strives to get the same opportunity of
communicative interaction as other religions when their
followers introduced them to the people. In all cases, Islam

does not, in the least, endeavour to eradicate those who

®



crimes, Neo-Nazists, as well as some soldiers who were
involved in horrid crimes. It is common to see in societies,
which accuse others of brutality, excessive acts of violence in
football stadiums culminating in bloodshed confrontations

and aggressive attacks on people’s properties.

When we want to set dialogue with the followers of
other religions, we need to believe in the necessity of helping
them overcome all sorts of intellectual and psychological
obstacles that prevent them from opening up to Islam and
understanding its truth. To achieve this pursuit, they need to

be acquainted with the following principles of Islam:

First, following the teachings of the Qur’an, the
Muslims pay absolute respect to all previous Prophets.
They know exactly the amount of hardship they endured for
the sake of guiding people to the right path. They believe in
the divine protection of Prophets and reject any idea which

intends mischievously to belittle their holy positions.

Second, the Holy Qur’an contains a Sura (i.e., a
chapter) titled Mary (Maryam) which is meant to praise
her purity, bearing in mind that the Holy Qur'an does not
include any Sura under the name Khadija or ‘Aisha, the
wives of the Prophet (PBUH), or his daughter Fatima. More
than that, there is another Sura having the name of Mary’s
family ‘Ali Imran’ as a token of respect and praise for her
chastity.



Smearing the image of Islam developed very rapidly
ever since. Edward Said mentions that from 1800 to 1959,
for example, the West produced more than 60.000 works
which spoil overtly the image of the East, especially the
image of Islam.®"” Such dreadful facts testify to the existing
cultural barriers which prevent others from making attempts

to understand Islam.

The West is still suffering from the feeling of
superiority complex, thinking that it is the centre of the
world. Such feeling held deep into its heart when reading
the philosophy of Aristotle, Hegel, and Renan and those
emphasizing the Western specificity. Western superiority

complex reached its apogee with the emergence of Nazism.

In addition to this tarnished image of Islam and
Muslims, one gets really shocked to hear the false
accusation that Islam is a religion of terrorism and that
Muslims are terrorists in make and culture. People
holding such groundless view have completely failed to
recognize that terrorism was not born yesterday. In fact, it
is a historical deviation which has neither a nation nor a
religion. Abhorrently, terrorism was practiced by Groups
of Death which complotted the assassination of presidents
and engaged in the condemned Oklahoma deadly events.
Similarly, terrorism was apparently observed in the acts

of violence carried out by separatists, groups of organized

1- Said, Edward (2001). Al-Istishraq, Al-Ma'rifah and Sultatu al-Insha.
Translated by Kamal Abu Dib. Beirut: Muassassat Al-Abhath Al-Arabiyah.
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The Project of Future Relationship with

Non-Muslims

There are two categories of people who differ
markedly from Muslims. One such category is that of the
Jews, Christians and other religious people who are subject
to the same Islamic rules as the Dhimmis"V). The second
category involves people who do not believe in any religion
at all. The Muslim, however, should open up dialogues
with all these people and take account of their religious and

cultural backgrounds.

When the Muslim discusses religious issues with
non-Muslims, he ought to make use of facts which aim at
correcting biased conceptions of Islam. Understandably, he
should bear in mind that most of non-Muslims have fallen
prey of some groundless prejudices against Islam keeping
them epistemologically far away from it at all time without

any reasonable justification.

Such negative prejudices against Islam may be
ascribed primarily to the campaign adopted by Boutros Al-
Mukrim who deliberately gave a distorted view of Islam. At
first, he produced a distorted translation of the meanings of
the Qur’an. In time, such stereotypical image against Islam
has become so strong that a serious epistemological wall

has been built up between this religion and other religions.

1- Imam Malik Ibn Anas, al-Mwatta, the Book of Alms (Zakat).



Hell-fire’. The caliph laughed at his answer.V

11. Ibn Al-Ibri mentions that Salmawayh was a big
authority in medicine. When he got sick, Al-Mu’tassim
paid him a visit and wept tears of pity for his deteriorating
health conditions. When he died, Al-Mu’atassim abstained
from eating during the whole day of bereavement. He
then commanded that his funeral should be organized in

accordance with the Christian traditions.

12. A number of non-Muslim doctors used to meet
at the palace of Haroun Al-Rashid, among whom we cite
Bakhtishu Ibn Georgis and the Christian Syriac, Yuhanna
ibn-_ Masawayh who were favourably elected by Al-Rashid
to translate the ancient books of medicine. It is important to
note, in this regard, that Al-Rashid used to organize regular
intellectual study sessions (i.e., Majlis al-ilm) which

hundreds of students enthusiastically attended.

1- Ibn Al-Ibri (1958). Mukhtassar Tarikh Al-Duwal. Beirut: Al-Matba’a Al-
Kathulikiyah. p. 124
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and Spain, which did not happen before.”®

In Western Asia outside the geographical boundaries
of the Arabian Peninsula, the Christians practiced their
religious rituals freely to the extent that the majority of
Syrians (People of Al-Sham) remained Christians until the
third hijri century.®) Historians also report that there were
eleven thousand churches under the reign of Christians in
the Islamic land, during the era of Al-Ma’amoun and a great

number of synagogues and fire-temples.®

An ancient Christian Syriac historian called Gregorius
and known as Ibn Al-’Ibri (1286) gave a full description of
the favourable social conditions of Christians in the Islamic

state using different examples.

10. When the Abbasid caliph, Abu Ja’afar Al-Mansur,
fell sick, he needed a proficient doctor to cure him. He
asked Georgis Bakhtishu to come for this pursuit. He cured
him indeed! When the doctor got sick in his turn, the caliph
commanded that he should immediately be escorted to the
hospital (i.e., Dar AI’Ammah). The caliph kept visiting
him to inquire about his health conditions telling him
once: ‘Fear Allah! Embrace Islam and I can guarantee you
Paradise.” Bakhtishu responded: ‘I hold on to the faith of

my forefathers regardless of whether they enter Paradise or

1- Durant, Will (1964). The Story of Civilization. Vol. 13, p. 132. Translated
by Muhammad Badran and others (2001). Cairo: Al-Hayah Al-Misriyah Al-
’Ammah lilkitab.

2- Ibid

3- Ibid



strongly infidel more than Bakhtanssir."V

8. Another aspect of tolerance in Islam is reflected in
the freedom of non-Muslims to practice their civil rights
indiscriminately such as their right to occupy state positions
of high ranks and to exercise activities within professional
institutions. In this connection, Mitz says, ‘Islamic
jurisprudence does not forbid Dhimmis from entering any
field of labour they choose, and they were well-established
in trades which yield large profits; excelling as bankers,
landlords, and doctors. Moreover, they managed to organize
themselves, such that the most prominent bankers in the
Levant (Syrian and Palestine) were Jews, whilst the best
physicians and writers were Christians, and the chief of the
Christian population in Baghdad was the caliph’s personal
doctor, as the caliph also gathered in his court the chiefs and

heads of the Jewish population.” ®

9. Additionally, Will Durant says, “At the time of the
Umayyad caliphate, the People of the Covenant, Christians,
Zoroastrians, Jews, and Sabians, all enjoyed a degree
of tolerance that we do not find even today in Christian
countries. They were free to practice the rituals of their
religion and their churches and temples were preserved...”
He also mentions that ‘the Jews enjoyed unprecedented
freedom to practice their religious rituals inside Jerusalem.

They even managed to exercise much impact on Asia, Egypt

1- Mitz, Adam (1967). The History of The Islamic Civilization. Vol. 1, p. 89
2- Mitz, Adam (1967). The History of The Islamic Civilization. Vol. 1, p. 86
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feasts like Palm Sunday, Easter, and the Holy Thursday and
other religious occasions. More than that, the Christians
would go on church demonstrations holding palm and olive

branches and crosses.

6. Muslims allowed churches to turn into law courts
for non-Muslims in which bishops and priests assumed the
responsibility of judgeship and issued sentences like great
Muslim judges did.!) Provingal says in this regard, ‘it was
a special judge of Christians or of non-Arabs who used to

settle disputes among Arabists (i.e., Dhimmis)’.®

7. Islamic tolerance towards others was more
significant than Christian sects’ tolerance towards one
another far and near. Adam Mitz says, ‘The official church
in the Eastern Roman state went too far in hostility to
Christians who differed in thought with its scholars in
comparison with Muslims’ hostility to the People of the
Covenant. When Niqfore, an Emperor, got Syria back in the
10th century (i.e., the fourth hijri century), he promised its
inhabitants protection from the harassment of the Church
of the state. Despite his promise of security and peace, he
contrastively oppressed the Jacobians who forced them out
of Antioch (i.e., Antakya); that is why Jacobian historians
described patriarchs appointed by the state of Antioch as

deceptively deviant more than Pharaoh himself, and as

1- Mitz, Adam (1967). The History of The Islamic Civilization. Vol. 1, p. 92
2- Provingal, Levy, Ishanya al-Islamiyah. Translated by Abderraouf Al-
Yamani (2002). Egypt: Higher Council of Education. Vol. 1, p. 192.



rights.”®

3. Islamic tolerance was so unique that Al-Ma’moun
issued a decree in favour of the People of the Covenant
(Dhimmis) promising them the freedom of belief, the
freedom of running their own churches, and the freedom
of choosing their own patriarch even if their groups might
consist of only ten members. But, the presidents of the
churches ran riot forcing the Caliph to go back on his

decision. @

4. Christians of Al-Nawbah took advantage of
Muslims® tolerance when they succeeded in infiltrating the
Islamic political system. They had a king within the Islamic
territories that had representatives and workers collecting
taxes for him. It happened that one of such Christians
embraced Islam when the son of the King of Al-Nawbah
was in a visit to Baghdad. He commanded that the Christian
had to be put into jail and shackled in the centre of the
Caliphate.®

5. What increased the Islamic level of tolerance
towards non-Muslims is that Muslims did not prevent them

from practicing their religious rituals and celebrating their

1- Provingal, Levy, Provingal, Levy, Isbanya al-Islamiyah. Translated by
Abderraouf Al-Yamani (2002). Egypt: Higher Council of Education. Vol. 1, p.
192.

2- Mitz, Adam (1967). The Islamic Civilization in the Fourth Century A. H.
(Translated by Muhammad Abdul Hadi Abu Rida). Beirut: Dar Al-Kitab Al-
Arabi. Vol. 1, p. 90

3- Ibid, Vol. 1, p. 80.
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Europe has never known such tolerance before. Among its
outcomes is the emergence of the Science of Religions’
Comparison; that is, the study of religions and sects (milal

and nihal) with strong enthusiasm.”

Scholars of Islamic civilization have unanimously
agreed that tolerance has been a distinctive feature of
Muslims within the Islamic environment. Freedom of belief,
the right to take over key positions in the government, and
the free practice of scientific, economic and social activities

are but few aspects of Islamic tolerance.

1. Concerning Non-Muslims’ freedom of religious
profession in the Islamic society, historians mentioned that
Al-Jathlig (i.e. the chief of the Nestorian Church) held a
political position at the level of Dar Al-Khilapha (i.e.,
Caliphate administration). He was elected by the church,
then by the Caliph who supportingly wrote a pact to this

effect as he did with the senior appointees.®

2. Levy Provingal says, “It seems that the Christian
citizens were divided into groups within every single
regional administration. The president (or al-Qoms) of
each group was selected by its members and subsequently
appointed by the central government. The latter could even

appoint sometimes an advocate for the group to defend its

1- Mitz, Adam (1967). The Islamic Civilization in the Fourth Century A.H.
(Translated by Muhammad Abdul Hadi Abu Rida). Beirut: Dar Al-Kitab Al-
Arabi. P.75

2- Mitz, Adam (1967). The History of The Islamic Civilization. Vol. 1, p. 76



Islam’s positive Attitudes towards Others:

a significant civilizational message

The positive attitude of Islam towards non-Muslims
purports to establish common grounds of dialogue,
tolerance and cooperation. Within this Islamic spirit of
understanding and broadmindedness, Muslims treat non-
Muslims graciously. Moral and material evidences which
characterize the main traits of Islamic civilization can prove
this civilized conduct of the Muslims clearly. By way of
illustration, suffice it to introduce some historical samples

in this respect.

Tolerance is one of the positive attitudes of Islam
towards both Muslims and non-Muslims. It enables non-
Muslims to lead a decent life and to freely use their skills
and intellectual capacities, which gave birth to gigantic
scientific and literary contributions and to fascinating
architectural achievements. Islam benefited significantly
from these achievements especially in the fields of natural
sciences and human experiments. To this aim, [ will examine
some texts of ancient and modern non-Muslim scholars of
civilization and history reflecting the civilizational facet of

Islam’s positive attitudes towards non-Muslims.

Adam Mitz says: “The co-existence of Christians
and Muslims gave rise to the principles of tolerance which

modern reformists advocated fervently. The Middle Ages
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jurisprudents from the Maliki and the Hanbali doctrines
and some of the Shafi’ites agree that a Muslim can enter
the temples of non-Muslims whenever he wishes without
any constraint whatsoever. Moreover, a Muslim spouse can
enter the temples in case his Jewish or Christian wife is
asked to take an oath (i.e., Mula anah).)

The Malikit doctrine sees that the use of oaths of a
wife from the People of the Book should take place in the
temple which she glorifies most, so that the Jewish swears
in the synagogue, the Christian in the church and the Magus
in the fire-temple if she and her husband are willing to refer

to Islamic judgeship.

1- Khalil Salih Abdessamii Al-Ubbi. Jawahir Al-Iklil: Sharh Mokhtasar Khalil
Salih Abdessamii AI-Ubbi. 1/381. Egypt: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Arabiyah.
(see also Ibn Qudamah. 4/-Mughni. 10/569.)



Islamic jurisprudence looked deeply into issues
regulating the foundations of temples in Muslims™ lands
and found that any such foundations could only be possible
if non-Muslims are in need of them. Building unnecessary
places of worship is absolutely inadmissible no matter the

circumstances.

But, if Muslims happen to reside in an unoccupied
land where churches or monasteries are prevalent, they must
preserve them from any harm even if the majority of the
inhabitants are Muslims. This is exactly what happened to
the churches of Cairo which Muslims managed to preserve
by surrounding them with walls adopting a fascinating

Islamic architecture in the heart of the Muslims" land.

Among the Islamic rules which regulate the existence
of churches in the Muslims' land, we mention the Imam’s
(the Commander of the Faithful) recommendation (i.e.,
Mustahab) to ask non-Muslims to build up houses inside
the churches for Muslim guests as did ‘Umar with Syrians
(People of Al-Sham). He asked them to receive Muslims
into churches either at night or during the day and to leave
their doors open to the public. Such an idea can open up
a constructive dialogue between religions and extensive
debates over religious creeds, which so often lead to

people’s strong belief in the Islamic creed.

11. In connection with the Islamic rules regulating

the attendance of churches, the majority of the Muslim



Indeed guard them
As one that knows

(Their importance) (Yusuf, 12: 55).

Muslims have significantly learned from this verse
the fact that they are entitled to work for non-Muslims so
long as the latter do not force them to do injustice or engage

in manifest corruption.’
-On the Freedom of religiousness

10. One of the magnanimous examples which characterize
the Islamic civilization in the treatment of non-Muslims
(e.g., Jews, Christians and Magi) is manifest in its full
responsibility to protect their temples and monasteries from
destruction as is agreed upon in many pacts like A/- ‘uhdah
Al-Umaria (i.e., the Pact of ‘Umar). ‘Umar wrote to the
people of Al-Quds, saying “This is the security given by the
servant of Allah, ‘Umar, Commander of the Faithful to the
people of Ilya’ (i.e., Bait al-Maqdis): they are guaranteed the
security of their lives, their possessions, their churches, their
crucifixes, and every one within, whether sick or healthy as
everyone in their religious community. No Muslims shall
be quartered in their churches, destroy or diminish their
area or space, or the crucifix of their churches or any of
their property.”®

1- Al-Qurtubi, Tafssir Al-Qurtubi, 4/2444. Egypt: Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi.
2- Abu Jaarfar Al-Tabari. Tarikh AI-Umam wa Al-Muluk. Vol. 3/609,
authenticated by Abu Al-Fadle Ibrahim. Beirut: Dar Suwaydan.



People who reside in non-Muslim countries should
not imagine the money and property of non-Muslims as
booty; otherwise, they are qualified as horribly ignorant
of the Islamic rules and regulations, since Muslims cannot
take booty from non-Muslims during periods of peace and
agreements. Booty can be categorized under the rules of
Imamate (i.e., ahkam al-imamah), hence no one is allowed
to deal with it according to his own understanding; or else,

he is accused of pillaging and looting.

Jurisprudence reiterates that non-Muslims and
Muslims should be treated on the same footing regarding
their money and properties which are to be highly protected.
Jurisprudents permit Muslims to engage with non-Muslims
in businesses which harmoniously comply with the Islamic
stipulations. Similarly, they tolerate hiring a person as the
Prophet (PBUH) did with Amir Ben Fuhayrah who indicated
to him the way to hegira (4/-Hijrah). More tolerantly, a
Muslim can hire himself to work for non-Muslims and to do
whatever job so long as it does not contradict with Islamic
rules and regulations. Supportingly, the Qur’an mentioned
that the prophet Yusuf (i.e., Joseph) (peace be upon him)
asked the king of Egypt to put him in charge of the granaries

and storehouses as is stated in the following verse:
(Joseph) said: “Set me
Owver the storehouses
Of the land.: 1 will



property of a dhimmi is equal to that of a Muslim. Therefore,
a dhimm’s life would, by analogy, be as inviolable as a
Muslim’s life as property derives its inviolability from the

inviolability of its owner™.("

Muhammad Ibn Al-Hassan devoted a chapter to this
subject in his book Al-Siyar Al-Kabir. He said: “’Don’t
wrong a contracting man (dhimmi); or else, you are pillaging

his property and threatening his existence".

He further mentioned that on the day of Khaybar
(after the expiration of treaties), some Jewish people came
to the Prophet (PBUH) to lodge a complaint against his
Companions. They said in protest: ‘Oh Prophet! Your
companions took hold of our barns taking vegetables and
garlic from them.” The Prophet (PBUH) ordered Abdu
Arrahman Ibn Awf (may Allah be pleased with him) to tell
people: “Covenants’ properties are forbidden for Muslims

except by law.”®

The treaty which the Prophet (PBUH) referred to
here involves all persons that have peaceful relations with

Muslims, be they individuals or nations.

Presently, treaties can have effect when Muslims
apply for a visa to enter a country taking upon themselves
to adhere to its regulations: respect of properties and all

civil rights of the persons they intend to live with.

1- Al-Qurtubi (1967). Al-Jami’li-Ahkam Al-Qur’an. Dar Al-Kutub Al-Misriyah
(3). 2/246.
2- Muhammad Abu Al-Hassan. A/-Siyar Al-Kabir. 1/95.




9. Islam allows Muslims to visit non-Muslims in their
temples if this is laid down in the terms of an agreement
set between the two parties. But, it is recommended that
Muslims should visit non-Muslims across cities and the
countryside, although this is not one of the stipulations
of the agreement, in that Islam calls on Muslims to visit
people and spend up to three nights with them in their
houses. Conversely, the visit of non-Muslims to Muslims
is regulated by the conditions and terms included in the
agreement. In this connection, Ahmed was asked if it is
permissible for a Muslim to visit non-Muslims. He replied
that it is possible: ‘Inviting non-Muslims serves the meaning

of a voluntary charity to an infidel.”®
- On the financial Rights of Non-Muslims

When Muslims conclude treaties of security and peace
with others, they primarily take into account the protection
of their money and properties. No one has the right to touch
them without legal means of moneymaking. Money and
properties of both Muslims and non-Muslims are sacredly

protected on the basis of no discrimination.

Al-Qurtubi says: ‘A dhimmis’ life is perpetually
inviolable and so is a Muslim’s life, and both have become
people of the House of Islam, since both have become
part of the abode of Islam. This fact demonstrates that the

1- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Al’ilm
lilmalayin. Vol. 1/783



righteousness and goodness on the grounds that the captives
who needed to be fed were not Muslims. In this connection,
Abu ‘Ubayd narrates that ‘Umar Ibn Maymoun and ‘Umar
Ibn Shurahbil and Murrah Al-Hamadani used to give Al-
Fitr charity/alms to the monks. Abu ‘Ubayd justified their
act by the fact that these people viewed A/-Fitr charity and
the properties charity (ZakatV Al-Amwal) differently.®

8. Among the stellar examples showing the Muslims’
good conduct towards non-Muslims are the tolerance
prospects of Islamic jurisprudence, as they give wagf
endowment to poor Christians and Jews, including persons
lodged at churches or synagogues from passers-by and

wayfarers.

Ibn Qudamah, a Hanbali scholar, says: “it is lawful to
give wagf endowment to people of Dhimmabh, since they can
invest it decently. It is valid to give them charity and wagf
endowment like Muslims. It was narrated that the wife of
the Prophet, Saphia Bint Yahaya, gave a wagf endowment
to her Jewish brother. Therefore, any person unto whom
charity by a Dhimmi is lawful shall be as lawful as wagf
endowment to a Muslim by a Muslim, even if these were
persons lodged at churches or synagogues from passers-by
and wayfarers, since wagf endowment was directed to them

not to the place per se.”®

1- Zakat means almsgiving which is a compulsory charity in Islam.
2- Abu Ubayd, Al-Amwal. 206.
3- Ibn Qutadah, 4I-Mughni. 6/207



the Almighty has destined death among His worshippers.
May Allah rest his soul as one of His best worshippers!”
“To Allah we belong, and to Him is our return”. “Be armed
with patience!” “May Allah increase your offspring!” On
the other hand, Mansor Ibn Ibrahim further said: ‘If you
want to express your sympathetic grief upon the death of
someone to a man from the People of the Book, say: ‘May
Allah increase your money and children and extend your

life. ‘Nothing befalls you except good’.®"

7. Islamic jurisprudence also offers an unprecedented
example of human solidarity when it encourages Muslims
to give charity to poor non-Muslims as the Prophet (PBUH)
did with the Jews. To justify this, jurisprudence refers to the

following Qur’anic verse:
And they feed, for the love
Of Allah, the indigent,
The orphan, and the captive -
(Saying), “We feed you
For the sake of Allah alone:
No reward do we desire
From you, nor thanks. (Al Insan, 76:8-9 )

The Muslim jurisprudents see that the content of

these verses invites Muslims to treat non-Muslims with

1- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Al’ilm
lilmalayin. Vol. 1/204



pay it. He will not even be required to pay for the days he
was physically in good health.

- On the Social Conduct

6. For the purpose of setting the fundamentals for a
positive attitude towards non-Muslims, jurisprudence has
expanded on appropriate social conducts capable of giving
a positive image about Islam and Muslims. Among these
social conducts, we mention Islam’s recommendation to
pay visit to non-Muslims if they happen to be sick, since

frequent visits may soothe their pain.

Islamic jurisprudence allows Muslims to visit Jews
and Christians when they fall sick on the grounds that the
Prophet (PBUH) visited a Jew who used to serve him.
Ahmed (May his soul rest in peace) was once asked if it
was permissible to pay visits to relatives and Christian
neighbours. He replied: “yes”.® He also saw no harm in
sharing their bereavement, especially when they lose a
person dear to them. A Muslim can give his condolences
to a Dhimmi to soothe his grief using any utterance like
“Nothing befalls you except good”, “May it be your last

bereavement!”

Abu Yusuf says, ‘I asked Aba Hanifah: ‘how to offer

one’s condolences to a Jew or a Christian?”” He replied: ¢ say

1- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Al’ilm
lilmalayin. Vol. 1/29.
2- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Al’ilm
lilmalayin. Vol. 1/200



People of the Covenant (i.e., dhimmis); the aim is to protect
the political bond of the Islamic society from devastation
and persuade non-Muslims that they actually share with
Muslims the same homeland. This does not, in the least,
negate religious diversity, because Islam does not aim to
force non-Muslims out from their homeland. Nor, does it
encourage acts of discrimination among citizens on the

basis of religion, race, or region.”

Still, accepting the citizenship label does not entitle
non-Muslims to challenge the Islamic reference of the state
which is the representation of the majority of Muslims. Nor,
does it entitle them to oppose its legal orders by crossing

Islamic constitutional legal texts at will.

Islam does not oblige women to pay jizyah. The
Muslim scholars (fugaha’) say: “the woman does not pay
Jjizyah. In case she does, she must be informed that she does
not have to; otherwise, jizyah must turn back to her in its
totality. But, if she wants to pay it on her own accord, then
the jizyah takes the form of a donation which is subject to
the Islamic rules of donation.”® Moreover, jizyah should
not be paid before its due time unless non-Muslims wish to

pay it earlier.

5. If a person has to pay jizyah, but for some reason he

becomes unexpectedly poor or inept, he needs no longer to

1- See the idea of citinzenship in: Tariq Al-Bichri (2004). Al-Muslimun wa Al-
Agbat fi Itar Al-Jama’ah Al-Wataniyyah. Cairo: Dar Al-Shourougq. p. 54.
2- -Ibn Qudamah, 4/-Mughni Vol. 10/572.
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(PBUH) and the religion of Islam. If someone harms them
with inappropriate speech, defamation, any sort of hurt, or
1s an accomplice to such actions, then he has made light of
the Covenant of Allah, His Messenger (PBUH) and Islam.
Talking about levels of consensus (i.e., maratib al-ijmaa’)
Ibn Hazm narrated that “if we are attacked by an enemy
who is targeting the People of the Covenant living with us,
it is our obligation to come fully armed and ready to die in
battle for them, and to protect those people who are under
the protection of the Covenant of Allah and His Messenger
(PBUH). To do any less and surrender them would be

blameworthy neglect of a sacred promise”."

4. Another aspect of Islamic tolerance and leniency is
its permission to take jizyah from non-Muslims in the name
of charity would the latter refuse the usage of the word
Jjizyah. Umar Ibn Al-Khattab asked Al-Nu’man Ibn Zar’ to
get Jizyah from Bani Taghlib in the name of charity as they
had refused to name what they paid jizyah. Umar wondered
why they should have accepted the content of jizyah while
rejecting the name at the time. At any rate, Umar assented to
their wish to shun conflict with non-Muslims who were not

obliged to declare publicly that what they paid was jizyah.®

On the basis of Umar’s stance, it is possible to accept

naming non-Muslims as citizens if they refuse to be called

1- Al-Qarafi, Al-Furug. Dar Al-Ma’rifah: Beirut.
2- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam Ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Al’ilm
lilmalayin. Vol. 1/80., -Ibn Qudamah, A/-Mughni Vol. 10/583.



Islamic history has recorded many examples about
Jjyzyah inreturn for defence and security. Abu Yusufreported
that when Abu ‘Ubaydah discovered that the Romans were
armed to the teeth to invade Muslims, he wrote letters to all
Muslim governors commanding them to turn the jyzyah and
land tax back to non-Muslims:

“We have turned you your money because we have
been informed of the gathering of the enemy troops.
You people, according to the conditions stipulated in the
contract, have obliged us to protect you. Since we are now
unable to fulfil these conditions, we are returning you your
money. We will abide by the conditions as agreed upon if

we overcome the enemy.”"

3. In order to clarify the nature of the political
relationship established between the People of the Covenant
(Dhimmiyin), whom we can label the ‘Protectees’, and the
Islamic state, it is important to introduce a significant text
picked up from one of the scientifically documented books
written by Al-Qarafi titled Kitab Al-Furug. In fact, the
import of the text is beyond any clarification or commentary.
Al-Qarafi says:

‘The Covenant is a contract having conditions that are
compulsory for us, because they are under our protection
as neighbours, in our safe-keeping and the Covenant of
Allah the Almighty, and the Covenant of His Messenger

1- Abu Yusuf, 4/-Kharaj. Dar Al-Maa’rifah: Beirut. p. 139
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regulations in marriage, divorce, and inheritance, and to eat

the food they see permissible in their religion.

However, it is incumbent upon non-Muslims, in
return, to pay a light tax known as jizyah in Islam to the
Muslims® Exchequer. This tax is less than alms tax (zakat)
which is normally paid by Muslims only. Nevertheless, that
jizyah is not levied on poor and disabled people, aged men,
women, and children; rather, these people are entitled to
some financial assistance if they are really poor and satisfy
the conditions set up by ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (May Allah
be pleased with him). Importantly enough, they benefit
from a lot of Muslim donations that are tolerantly permitted
by the Islamic legacy.

2.The Muslim scholars examined in depth the meaning
of jizyah. Some think that it originates from the word jaza’,
which refers to the amount of money paid by non-Muslims
in exchange for security and protection of life, property and
honour. This view finds support in the fact that the state
principally refrains from collecting jizyah in case it fails to

protect the targeted people from their enemies.

It is also said that the name jizyah is derived from
the word jazaa’ which literally means repayment or
compensation, a meaning used in the Qur’an in the
following verse: “when one soul shall not avail another”
[Al Baqara, 2:48]"

1- Ton Qudamah (1984), AI-Mughni.10/557. Dar Al-fikr



The Application of Jurisprudence

in dealing with non-Muslims

It is primarily stressed that both the individual and collective
conducts should stem from the Islamic frame of reference;
this is the reason why the individual as well as the group
endeavour to measure the attitude of Islam against any act
they want to perform. When the jurisprudence (or figh)
sustains this attitude, it automatically grants it the legacy
and makes its application extensively feasible.

Granted that, it becomes compelling to look for
jurisprudential rules that have shaped the behaviour of
Muslims towards the others. In so doing, we move from
theory to practice when dealing with non-Muslims and put

an end to open hazy interpretations of the Qur’anic verses.

The present contribution will try to highlight a set of
Muslim scholars’ (fugaha) sayings which draw extensively
on various issues concerned with the attitude of Muslims

towards non-Muslims.
- On the Political Identity of non-Muslims

1. When non-Muslims accept to live in the Islamic state,
they are entitled to full protection of their rights which
include preservation of their life, property and honour, and
to complete freedom to practice the rituals of their religions
in their temples. Similarly, they enjoy autonomy in that

they are permitted to make use of their religious laws and



governor of Egypt and his son who beat a Copt
with a whip, saying, “I am the son of a nobleman
(i.e., more worthy and generous than you).” The
Copt travelled to Madinah to lodge a complaint
with the Commander of the Faithful, ‘Umar Ibn
Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with him). So,
the Khalifah summoned ‘Amr and his son, and
gave the whip to the Copt, telling him to beat the
‘son of the nobleman’, and then said his famous
statement that has been reverberating across time:
‘since when did you enslave people whilst their
mothers brought them free into this world?’

The core of ‘Umar’s statement agrees exactly

with the international convention of human rights.

7. Sufyan Ibn ‘Ayyinah narrated that ‘Umar said: ‘a
Christian woman bearing the child of a Muslim

was buried in a cemetery with Muslims.’®

8. When ‘Umar visited Al-Qiyyamah church, the
patriarch Sophronius invited him to perform his
prayer inside the church, but ‘Umar declined the
offer replying: ‘Had I prayed inside the Church,
the Muslims will take it after my death arguing

that this is the place where Umar once prayed.’®

1- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam Ahlu Al-Dimmah, Dar Al’ilm
lilmalayin: Beirut, Vol. 1/208.

2- The Arab Organization for Education, Culture, and Science (1990).
Mawsuatu al-Mudun Al-Falastiniyah. P. 590.
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- The Jew sat in front me and said, ‘That is my

suit of mail. It is in my possession.’

I asked, ‘Commander of the Faithful, do you

have any proof?’

Yes, I have two witnesses: my son Al-
Hassan and Qanbar can testify that it is my

suit of mail.’

I said, ‘Commander of the Faithful, the
testimony of a son in his father’s favour is

not admissible in court.’

Ali exclaimed, ‘Glory be to Allah! You
cannot accept the testimony of a man who

has been promised Paradise?’

The Jewish man said, ‘The Commander of
the Faithful takes me before his own judge,
and the judge rules in my favour against him?
I bear witness that there is no deity but Allah,
and that Muhammad is His Messenger, and
that the suit of armour is yours, Commander
of the Faithful.("”

6. Another instance of Muslims’ favourable attitudes

towards non-Muslims is the story of ‘Amru Ibn
Al-’Ass (May Allah be pleased with him), the

1- Al-Salabi Muhammad Ali (2005). Ali Bnu Abi Talib. Dar Ibn Kathir:

Damascus. P. 282
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of Ilya’ (i.e., Bait al-Maqdis): they are guaranteed
the security of their lives, their possessions,
their churches, their crucifixes, and every one
within, whether sick or healthy as everyone in
their religious community. No Muslims shall be
quartered in their churches, destroy or diminish
their area or space, or the crucifix of their churches

or any of their property.”®

The historians narrated that ‘Ali (May Allah be
pleased with him) missed a suit of mail. He went
back to Al-Kufah and found it in the hands of a
Jewish man who was selling it in the market. He

said,

“O Jew! That suit of mail is mine: I did not

give it away, nor sell it.”

- The Jew said, “It is mine; it is in my

possession.”

- ‘Al said, “We will have the judge rule on
this for us”

- Shurayh who was the judge said, “So they

came to me, and ‘Ali sat next to me, and

said, “That suit of mail is mine: I did not

give it away or sell it.’

1- Abu Jaarfar Al-Tabari (1968). Tarikh Al-Umam wa Al-Muluk. Vol. 3609/,
authenticated by Muhammad Abu Al-Fadle Ibrahim. Dar Al-Marif: Cairo.



knowledge and wisdom”
(Al-Tawbah, 9: 60)1.
Umar continued,

“The fugara’ [poor] refers to Muslims, and
the masakin [needy] refers to the People of the
Book such as this man. “ Umar then ordered
that the jizyah not be collected from the old
man or anyone like him.

This story is therefore strong evidence for the
benefit of the People of the Book from the money

of the Islamic state.

3. Ibn Al-Qayyim Al-Juziyah mentioned that Umar
Ibn Abdelaziz wrote to his governors what
follows: “Do not demolish any church, synagogue

or fire-temple”®.

4. ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab strived to maintain the
rights of the People of the Book at the state level
and preserve them as much as possible. This is
clear from what he wrote in the treaty with the

people of Ilya’ of Jerusalem:

“This is the security given by the servant of Allah,
‘Umar, Commander of the Faithful to the people

1- Abu Yusuf, (without date). Tribute. P. 126
2- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam Ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Alilm
lilmalayin. P. 690.



“What community are you from?”
“I am Jewish.”

“What had reduced you to this state of

affairs?”

“Don’t ask me; ask the jizyah, poverty, and
old age.”

‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with him)
led the old man to his own home, and gave
him some of his personal funds, then he

sent for the head of the treasury, whom he
told:

“You must look after this man and anyone
like him; we did not treat him fairly. He
should not have spent the best years of his
life among us only to find degradation in
his old age”. ‘Umar then quoted from the

Qur’an:

“Alms are for the poor and the needy,
and those employed to administer (the
funds): for those whose hearts have
been (recently) reconciled (to Truth);
for those in bondage and in debt; in
the cause of Allah. And Allah is full of



of the Companions that reflect the good relationship they

developed with non-Muslims and provide a full picture

of the positive Islamic attitude towards the non-Muslims.

However, we will confine ourselves to just a few examples

of the acts of the most prominent Companions:

I.

It was narrated by Abi Yusuf that Umar Ibn
Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with him)
happened to pass by some people from Syria who
had been made to stand in the sun, and olive oil
was poured on their heads. He said: “What is the
matter? He was told that they had been detained
for the non-payment of jizyah (i.e., modest tax).
After inquiring about the motives that compelled
those tormented people to abstain from paying
their jizyah, Umar ordered them to release the
detainees. Thereupon he said “I bear testimony
to the fact that I heard the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) saying, ‘Allah will torment in the

hereafter those who torment people in the world.’

The second case is also told by the Imam Abu
Yusuf (May Allah be pleased with him), about the
Khalifah ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (May Allah be
pleased with him), who passed by a home where
there was a blind, elderly beggar standing in the
doorway. ‘Umar tapped him on the shoulder,

asking him,
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The Companions’ (Sahaba) and Successors’
(Tabi’i) Execution of the Islamic attitude

towards Non-Muslims

The era of the Companions was the most faithful to the
Islamic teachings and decrees in the whole Islamic history.
The contact of people from different cultures and religions
allowed for social changes which gave the impetus for
Muslims to develop [jtihad (i.e., intellectual effort) for the
sake of setting Islamic rules and applying them to the daily
social facts. Thanks to this faithfulness and trustworthiness
in the application of such rules, it became frequent in the
Ijtihad vision to inquire about the feasibility of considering
the doctrine of the Companions (may Allah be pleased with

them all) as a deductive evidence.

It is unanimously agreed upon that some acts of /jtihad
produced by the Companions have become part of figh (i.e.,
jurisprudence or Islamic law), especially figh of the great
Companions. More strikingly, an important part of the
jurisprudent doctrines were established on the basis of the
Companions’ figh. For example, the Maliki jurisprudence
drew extensively on the figh of Umar Ibn Al-Khattab and
Ibn Umar, and the Hanafi jurisprudence was an extension
of the figh of Ibn Mas’ud who lived in Al-Kufa.

Given that, we can introduce examples from the acts



9. Yahya Ibn Adam narrated in the Book of A/-
Kharaj (tax) that the Prophet (PBUH) wrote
Mu’adh Ibn Jabal a letter instructing him not to
sway the Jews from their religion but to allow

them to practice it as they had done before!".

10. Abu Dawud narrated that the Prophet (PBUH)
said: “You must know that if someone oppresses
a person with whom we have a treaty [a dhimmi],
imposes upon him something beyond his limits,
or takes something from him against his will, I
will argue against him [the oppressor] on the Day

of Judgment”.®

1- Yahya Ibn Adam (without date). The Book of Tribute (Al-Kharaj).Dar Al-
ma rifah: Beirut, P. 37.
2- Sunan Abu-Dawud, Tribute, Spoils, and Rulership.

g
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there; the latter told his son to obey Abul-Qasim
(PBUH). The Prophet (PBUH) came out saying:
‘All praises and thanks be to Allah Who saved
the boy from the Hell-fire’.

Ibnu Qayim Al-Juziyah mentioned that when Abu
Talib’s death approached, the Prophet (PBUH)
went to visit him while Abu Jahl and Abdullah bin
Abi Umaiya were present with him. The Prophet
(PBUH) said: ‘O Uncle, say: None has the right to
be worshipped except Allah, so that I may argue
for your case with it before Allah. ‘On that Abu
Jahl and Abdullah bin Abi Umaiya said: ‘O Abu
Talib! Do you want to renounce Abdul Muttalib’s
religion? ‘Then the Prophet (PBHU) said, ‘I will
keep on asking (Allah for) forgiveness for you

unless I am forbidden to do so.”®

When the news of this wanton bloodshed reached
the Prophet, he was deeply grieved and said
three times in exclamation: “Oh, my Lord, I am
innocent of what Khalid has done.” He dispatched
a large sum of money and asked Ali (May Allah
be Pleased with him) to distribute it among the
widows and orphans of the slain and severely
rebuked Khalid.®

1- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam Ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Al’ilm Al-
malayin Vol. 1/200.
2- Sirat Ibn Hisham, Vol. 4/55



4.

Al-Bukhari devoted in his book titled Funerals
a chapter to those who stand up for funeral
processions which he named ‘Standing for the
funeral procession of a Jew’. He narrated in such
a chapter that the following happened: “One day
a funeral procession passed by and the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah upon him) stood
up. The people objected saying ‘But it is the
funeral of a Jew,” and he responded, ‘Is not he a

human being?”

Writers of Sira mentioned that a delegation of
Christians from Najran came to visit the Prophet
(PBUH) into his mosque after Al-A’sr prayer.
When time for their prayer had come, they began
to perform their prayer inside the mosque. Some
of his companions tried to prevent them from
doing so. But, the Prophet opposed and said: “Let
them perform their prayer”. Then, they faced

castward and performed their prayer".

Al-Bukhari narrated in his Sahih in ‘The Book of
Funerals’ (4/-Janad’iz) that a young Jewish boy
used to serve the Prophet (PBUH) and he became
sick. So the Prophet went to visit him. He sat
near his head and asked him to embrace Islam.

The boy looked at his father who was sitting

1- Sirat Ibn
2/45: Egypt.

Hisham, Vol. 2/159, Al-SShayli (1915). Al-Rawdu Al-Anfu Vol.

¢
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they suffered from famine. He ordered that that
sum of money should directly be handed over to
Abi Sufian Ibn Harb and Safwan Ibn Umayyah
who, in their turn, should distribute it to the needy
people from Makkah. Abu Sufian welcomed the
idea, but Abi Safwan rejected it claiming that
Muhammad wanted to deceive the youth by such

a move.

2. Abu Ubaydah stated at the end of the book of
Revenue (i.e., al Amwal) that the Prophet (PBUH)
gave charity to the families of Jews, since it was

permitted for them.®

3. Al-Bukhari narrated that Asmaa’ Bintu Abi
Bakr said: “My mother came to visit me when
she was still a polytheist and she was living
amongst Quraish. She was desirous, meaning
in need, so I asked the Prophet (Peace and
Blessings be Upon Him), and said: Oh Prophet
of Allah my mother came to me and she is a
polytheist and she needs help. Should I keep
a good relationship with her? He said yes

maintain a good relationship with her.’

1- Al-Sarakhssi, Muhammad (1977). Sharh Siyar al Kabir (explanations and
comments on the book al/ Siyar al Kabir by al Imam Muhammad Hasan Al
Shafi’i), (Vol. 70/1), Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah: Beirut.

2- Abu Ubayd (1986). The Book of Revenue (Kitab al-Amwal). Dar al-Kutub
al-Ilmiyyah: Beirut. P. 605



atmosphere for deep understanding and affinity.

Consequently, the Prophet (PBUH) set various rules
for Muslims to hold when dealing with non-Muslims. He
himself developed various attitudes towards non-Muslims
following the Islamic interest (maslaha). For example,
he sometimes endured patiently all sorts of hardship they
caused him. He even made alliance with them when need
be, as his saying shows: ‘There is no alliance (%ilf) in Islam
but (the hilf) established in the pre-Islamic days (for good).
Islam intensifies it and strengthens it’™. He set a lot of
peace agreements (e.g., the Treaty of al-Hudaybiyah) with
them concerning common self-defence as he did with the
Jews of Yathrib and its suburbs when he entered Madinah
and as he did with the Christians of Al-Habasha. Following
the Prophet’s model, the Muslims made peace with the
Christians of Al-Nawbah and Mua’awiyah Ibn Sufian made

peace with Armenians.

After all these elucidations about the significance
of introducing Islam as a religion of bloodshed, it is now
necessary to move from theory to practice putting forward
a number of materialized practices which embodied the

Prophet’s attitudes towards non-Muslims.

1. Al-Surakhssi stated that the Prophet (PBUH) sent
five hundred dinars to people of Makkah when

1- Sahih Muslim, Book 31: The Book Pertaining to the Merits of the Companions
(May Allah be pleased with them) of the Prophet (PBUH) (Kitab Al-Fada’il
Al Sahabah).



fight Muslims. It abided by its rules literally. Thanks to
the objectives of this categorization, we clearly notice the
existence of non-Muslims in Muslim lands which they
reigned before. It had also its constructional and social
impacts materialized in temples and non-Muslim cemeteries.
Moreover, it had its commercial and economic impacts
manifested in the existence of industries and businesses like
pigs raising and the trading in alcohol, crosses, bells, the
church dressings, burring materials, food relating to some
feasts and religious occasions (i.e. challah which the Jews
eat on the Sabbath).

The reason why people fail to evaluate positively the
relation of Muslims with non-Muslims is ascribed to the
fact that Muslims think wrongly of acting upon Hadiths
which deal with war before other Hadiths that preach peace
and security.

On the other hand, the failure of non-Muslims to talk
favourably about Muslims and their relationships with
the others is due to the negative stereotyped image that
has taken shape in the Occidental mind for a long time,
though it reached its acme during the Crusades. People who
currently uphold this negative view fall helplessly into the
trap of Islamophobia project which rests on the very idea
of scaring away people from Islam. Worse, the project of
Islamophobia aims at preventing non-Muslims from getting

close to know its true facts, which creates a favourable



who made a peace agreement with Muslims
so that they could live with them in security
and reassurance. Additionally, the agreement
involved mutual cooperation, visits exchange
and the protection of common interests. But,
the agreement did not always require from the
armistice people to pay an amount of money in

return.

Such status quo gave birth to a very fruitful contact

with non-Muslims thanks to whom a lot of science

and knowledge (e.g., books of medicine, mathematics,

astronomy, alchemy, logic and philosophy, etc.) were

transferred to the Islamic society. Non-Muslim translators

and interpreters were really bridges of knowledge transfer

especially during the Abbassides Era.

3.

Protection seekers: these are non-Muslims
who came to the Islamic territories for a
short residence to accomplish a mission like
ambassadors, politically official spokesmen,
businessmen and refugees who fled from wars
and tyranny like ‘needs” seekers’" (i.e., students

and tourists and others).

The Islamic Ummah was familiar with such a varied

categorization of non-Muslims who did not intend to

1- Ibn Qayyim Al-Juziyah (1981). Ahkam Ahlu Al-Dimmah. Dar Al’ilm
lilmalayin. Vol. 2/476.
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The questions | have already advanced drew attention
to the necessity of contemplation and to the importance
of taking enough time so as to be able to get all practical
and textual facts before shaping the final attitude of Islam
towards non-Muslims. Among these texts, we cite the
significant saying of Ibn Abbas that was narrated by Al-
Bukhari: “The pagans were of two kinds as regards their
relationship to the Prophet and the Believers. Some of
them were those with whom the Prophet was at war
and used to fight against, and they used to fight him;
the others were those with whom the Prophet made a
treaty, and neither did the Prophet fight them, nor did
they fight him.”"

Non-fighters from non-Muslim religions could be
categorized into three types according to their standpoints

and to the nature of their relationship with Muslims:

1. People of the Covenant: these are people who
reside permanently with Muslims enjoying
complete rights of practicing their religious
rites and equal opportunities to contribute to
economic and social development. They are
also defended against any probable hostility
by virtue of their belongingness to the Islamic

society.

2. People of the armistice: these are people

1- Sahih Al-Bukhari, The Book of Divorce.



of a huge number of Jews and Christians in the Islamic
countries? How can we explain the clear existence of their
temples and old churches until now bearing in mind that the
number of churches amounted to eleven thousands during
the reign of Al-Maamoun as was corroborated by Will
Durant and others? How could non-Muslims throughout the
Islamic history manage to build up more new churches than

needed in the Islamic territories?

These are only a few questions, and we can advance
more relevant ones the responses to which can undoubtedly
point to Muslims’ diversity of dealing with non-Muslims

and can deny their desire for eradicating them.

Therealmeaning ofthe Hadith determines the Prophet’s
intent behind fighting; that is, he did not aim at usurping
others’ wealth and riches or annihilating them altogether.
Nor, did it purport to put an end to their civilizational role

as the invaders did with other civilizations.

It is the fact that the real and conclusive attitude of the
Prophet (PBUH) towards non-Muslims cannot be extracted
from just one Hadith; rather, it should be extracted from a
set of relevant Hadiths taking into account the principle of
preference (i.e., tarjih) and objection of the evidence (i.e.,
mugqabalah). It should similarly be extracted from the social
practice and the various attitudes which shape the overall

framework of dealing with non-Muslims.



How can we explain his instructions not to kill the
monks and worshippers who are cut off in hermitage during
wars bearing in mind that they are the main powerful source
which nurtures and preserves non-Islamic religions from
disappearance? If the intention of Islam had been primarily
to eradicate the opposite religion, clergymen would

reasonably have been the first to be targeted.

3. How can we accept the belief that Islam fights
non-Muslims rigorously when we discern that the Prophet
(PBUH) had a deal with the Jews of Khaybar concerning
the preservation of palms and that he sent Mu’ad to Yemen
ordaining him to take one dinar from non-Muslims or else

some clothes?

4. If the Prophet had dealt with non-Muslims only
in terms of struggle, how he could have established rules
of treaties and covenants and rules by virtue of which
Churches could be preserved and non-Muslim worshippers

granted enough freedom?

5. If Islam aims at fighting non-Muslims, why does
it allow Muslims to marry women from other heavenly

religions?

6. If the Prophet (PBUH) ordained Muslims after his
death to fight non-Muslims, how can we then explain his
instructions to treat Copts with kindness and benevolence?

More strikingly, how can we explain the very existence



they testify that there is no god but Allah, and he who
professes it is guaranteed the protection of his property
and life on my behalf except for a right warrant, and his
affairs rest with Allah’. Undeniably, it is an authenticated
Hadith, but grasping its meaning requires the advancement
of some inquiries which will certainly disambiguate key
aspects of its content. Among such inquiries we cite the

following:

1. It was narrated by Al-Bukhari, Al-Tarmithi and
others that the Prophet (PBUH) pawned his body armour
(dir’) to a Jew in exchange for some food. The question
that should be raised here is the following: how can we
pretend that the mission of the Prophet (PBUH) is primarily
confined to killing non-Muslims when there still existed a

sound and safe Jew selling him food?

Can’t we infer from this story of body armour pawning
meanings of security and unpreparedness for war? How can
a warrior pawn his arms which guarantee his protection and
continuity? If he dares pawning his arms, it is because he
thinks to have this deal with somebody he does not consider

to be an enemy.

2. If the Prophet is assumed to have really dealt with
non-Muslims from the position of a fighter, how can we then
explain his instructions to treat the Jews and the Christians

with righteousness and goodness?



to the Muslims than to any other people who did not own a

divine Book.

It is narrated in books of Sira that when the Muslims
migrated to al-Habasha, Quraysh sent two men to Al-
Najashi to bring them back home. They tried very hard to
persuade him to respond positively to their dire wish. For
this to happen, the two men concentrated on the Muslims’
creed about Mary and Jesus claiming that the Qur’an had
negative attitudes towards them. But, when Al-Najashi
heard from the Muslims how the Qur’an defended Mary, he
commented as follows: ‘The words of Jesus (PBUH) and
the words of your prophet have descended from the same
source’. The two men were biting their lips in annoyance
reminding Al-Najashi of the Qur’an’s attitude towards Jesus.
This was a very difficult situation for the Muslims as Jesus
1s not considered the son of God in the Qur’an as Christians
claim. Muslims explained to Al-Najashi that Jesus is a
Messenger of God, the Word of God, and miraculously born
son of the Virgin Mary. In response, Al-Najashi gave refuge
to the Muslims refusing absolutely to hand them over to the
leaders of Quraysh. He then converted to Islam, a fact that
put an end to any claim that the King was under pressure or

compulsion to accept Islam as a heavenly religion.

2. So often, some people quote the Prophet’s Hadith
reported by Abu Huraira( may Allah be pleased with him):

‘I have been commanded to fight against people until



The Attitude of the Prophet (PBUH)

Towards Non-Muslims

When we attempt to illuminate the concrete attitude of
the Prophet (PBUH) towards non-Muslims, we should
make reference to the down-to-earth daily practices of
the prophetic relationship with them. This is because the
impact of the Prophet’s actions are more expressive than the
wordings of Hadiths which might be expressed figuratively,
solely oriented to notable persons, or liable to a subsequent

abrogation.

On the basis of such an illumination, it is worthy to
initially concentrate on the presentation of some prophetic
attitudes and practices capable of highlighting the Prophet’s

approach in this regard.

1. The success of the Prophet (PBUH) in establishing
arelationship of mutual respect with non-Muslims stemmed
admittedly from his generous dealing and his unprecedented
justice. Moreover, the strategies of dialogue adopted in the
Qur’an and the Sunna had an influential impact in bridging
the gap between Muslims and non-Muslims. For example,
the Qur’an shed light on non-Muslims’ fundamental beliefs
putting challengingly but respectfully the finger on their
prone weaknesses. At the same time, it did not forget to
mention the valid and strong aspects of their beliefs. In a

word, the Qur’an viewed the People of the Book as closer



would other powers have refrained from attacking it? Such
questions can aptly be answered by those who are truly

concerned with founding and preserving a state.

Additionally, one gets stunned at the massive
military power of some individuals who turned back from
faith after the death of the Prophet (PBUH). They managed
to cause some damage to the Islamic army despite its power,
long experience, and military expertise. They had never
displayed such a strong power throughout their history. If
they had had this power before, they could have undoubtedly
founded their own state, secured their own pathways and
dispensed with the powers of the Romans and Persians who

used them as bodyguards of their strongholds and caravans.



financed by the RomansV to intentionally challenge the
Prophet who was normally in the right position to ordain
Muslims to erect mosques for the sake of serving Islam, not
destroying it.

It happened in the early history of Islam that the
Qur’an called for ignoring three men who lagged behind
refusing to join 7Zabuk battle. They were temporally
boycotted by society in its entirety and excluded completely
from the life of the community. No society member was ever
allowed to talk to them. The news of the three laggard people
reached the enemies of Islam on the spur of the moment.
Surprisingly, Ka’ab Ibn Malik — one of the three men —
heard unexpectedly somebody calling him in the market.
It was a Christian farmer who came to temptingly present
Ka’ab a letter from the King of Ghassan (a pro-Roman)
to persuade him to join his army against Muslims.® This

story of Ka’ab showed how active the Roman intelligence

services were at the time and how skilful their strategies of
infiltration were when they decided to control the Islamic

affairs by hook or by crook.

Could it be possible therefore for these powers to

let Islam move further? Suppose Islam had given up Jihad;

1- Abi Jarafar Al Tabari (1987). Jami’ Al Bayan fi Tafssiri Al Qur’an: 7/18.
Dar Al Ma’a: Beirut

Sirat Ibn Hisham Tahdib Sirat Ibn Ishaq: 2/228. Dar Al Jil. Beirut. Ibn Ishaq
(1987).

2- Ibn Hisham, Sirat Ibn Hisham: 4/534. Dar Al Rashad Al Hadithah.??
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in the military academies which deal with issues related to
war declaration and termination, peace agreements, the use
of banned and authorized arms, the civil rights, the fate of

prisoners, war criminals, etc.

The attitude of Islam towards Jihad can only be
understood in the light of Muslims’ determination to carve
out an important place in a world which was divided into
two poles: one belonging to the Persian Empire and the
other to the Byzantine one.

It would be naive to think that one of these forces
could have stomached the spread of Islam over its own
territories, let alone over other influential parts of the world.
Facts revealed that these two great Empires were seriously
concerned about all daily events in Madinah relying on the
detailed information provided by their intelligence services.
The demolition of the Muslim’s community had grown

within their perspective an urgent necessity.

Imprudent readings overlooked the fact that the
Roman and the Persian Empires interfered markedly in the
Islamic affairs since its emergence. By way of illustration,
suffice it to mention the story of A/ Dirar mosque which was
built up near Madinah by proponents of the Romans. These
opponents of Islam met regularly in that mosque promising
its attendees that Abi Amir would turn back from Rome
accompanied with troops armed to the teeth ready to invade

Madinah. The foundation of the mosque was mischievously



of the Islamic state and not a means of forcing people
coercively to embrace Islam, simply because there is
no compulsion in religion. Additionally, it is commonly
known that Islam initially emerged with the Prophet
Mohamed (PBUH) who built up his first group of people
in the Makkah era where Muslims were very weak,
miserable, and unable to make use of any kind of power
or arms. The strong evidence and logic of the Qur’an
were enough to prove the authenticity and validity of
Islam. They further enabled Islam to found a group of
Muslims before the migration of the Prophet (PBUH)
to Madinah where he would establish a powerful state

similar to any state world-wide.

But Islam did not talk about Jihad in the Madinah
era until it became a pressing exigency of the state; one
cannot imagine a state — no matter how small it is — without
a military institution capable of defending its existence.
Importantly enough, owning the arms can serve as an
immunity to prevent war from sparking off because ‘power
can cancel power’ as the saying goes. On the other hand,
Islam controls Jihad perfectly so that its aim would not be
that of killing and annihilating humanity at will. Nor, is it
that of expanding territories at the expense of other nations

stripping them of their sources of riches and power.

In a manner of speaking, the conceptualization of

Jihad in the Qur’an is similar to that taught and discussed

o
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evidence to prove the human interference in the Old
Testament texts. Eventually, he came to realize that the
texts of the Torah were reformulated long after the era
of Moses.V

The Genesis (34: 5-9) talked about the death and
burial of Moses in the land of Moab.

Like Spinoza, Voltaire criticized the distortions
of the New Testament bitterly when he sarcastically
said: “it is obvious that the Creator was not very good
at geography”. Reinforcing this idea of distortion, I
personally reckon that the Qur’an does not run miles
away from the foundations of the religious reform

movement in Europe in this regard.

With the advent of M. Eckhart (1328), T. Campus
(1421), and J. Wyclifte (1384), Christianity witnessed
a very big conflict and division that could have been
avoided if the Christians had responded favourably to

the criticism of the Qur’an.

13. Finally, I should mention that jikad (i.e., holy war)
i1s one of the most important issues which opponents
of Islam endeavour to exploit in persuading the world
that the Islamic religion aims primarily at rooting out
its enemies. In response to such unfounded claims, I

should say that Jihad is basically one of the mainstays

1- Mohammed Ahmed Al Qadi, Al-tawrat Al-Samiriyah. Dar Al-Ansar
Publishing House. P. 242



Of Allah. Whatever good
Ye give, shall be
Rendered back to you,
And ye shall not
Be dealt with unjustly.
Al Baqara, 2:272)"
It was also narrated that some Companions
(Sahaba) said: “shall we give charity to non-Muslims?”’
Immediately after this inquiry, Allah revealed to His
Messenger: ‘It is not required, Of thee (O Messenger), To
set them on the right path...". The verse rejects to link
good and charity with harmony in religions.
12. Some people may assume the idea that the Qur’an
talks about changes and distortions in the Holy Books.
While this is true, the Qur’an does not direct its
criticism to the revealed divine religions per se, rather, it
addresses the human act responsible for such alterations

and unscientific interference in the texts.

What the Qur’an mentioned as regard the human
adaptation of the divine text agrees congruently with
strong findings of non-Muslim scholars of ancient
religious texts. Baruch Spinoza, the famous Dutch
philosopher, devoted enough space in his treatise,

Theologico-Political Treatise'”, introducing a lot of

1- Al Suyouti, Jallal Din (1993). Al dur Al manthur fi Al tafsir bilmaathour
(87/2). Beirut: Dar Al Fikr
2- Spinoza, Baruch (????). Theologico-Political Treatise. P. 269.

©



From dealing kindly and justly
With them: For Allah loveth
Those who are just.

(Al Mumtahana, 60:8).

It should be noted that the Islamic positive attitude
towards non-Muslims goes squarely with the positive
dealings of all civilized nations with their friends and

enemies.

Some Mufassirin (interpreters of the Qur’an)
narrated that Ibn Abbas reported that there existed some
Muslims who had some kinships from Quraydah and Al
Nadir. They supported these kinships financially with
the chief motive of getting them to embrace Islam. But,
the Qur'anic verse below came as a strong response

against such an unwise behaviour:
It is not required
Of thee (O Messenger),
To set them on the right path,
But Allah sets on the right path
Whom He pleaseth.
Whatever of good ye give
Benefits your own soul,
And ye shall only do so
Seeking the “Face”



understanding the confines of freedom.

10. Muslims are enjoined to do justice and act righteously
neutral towards non-Muslims in all circumstances even

if they have an aversion to them. Allah says:

O ye who believe!

Stand out firmly

For Allah, as witnesses

To fair dealing, and let not

The hatred of others

To you make you swerve

To wrong and depart from

Justice. Be just: that is

Next to Piety: and fear Allah.

For Allah is well-acquainted

With all that ye do. (Al Ma’idah, 5:8).
11. The Qur’an resolves that non-Muslims should
principally be treated kindly and equitably so long as

they are not rampant and out to destroy Muslims and
their Faith. Allah says:

Allah forbids you not,

With regard to those who
Fight you not for (your) Faith
Nor drive you out

Of your homes,



insulting their deities, because such an irresponsible
act would justifiably generate unnecessary reciprocal
reactions. Allah the Almighty says:

Revile not ye

Those whom they call upon

Besides Allah, lest

They out of spite

Revile Allah

In their ignorance. (Al An’am, 6: 108)

Another verse which came to corroborate such
an Islamic civilized behaviour is expressed in the
following:

And dispute ye not

With the People of the Book,
Except with means better

(Than mere disputation), unless

It be with those of them
(A’ Ankabut, 29: 46)

The verse teaches the Muslims to avoid futile
disputations with the People of the Book. Any dialogue
with them should take respectfully their religious
emotional sensitivity into account regardless of the
falsity of their beliefs. Humanity needs to be aware of
this Islamic spirit to evade exposing the prophets to
bitter scorn which emanates, on the whole, from lack of



verse was revealed:
Alif lam Mim
The Roman Empire
Has been defeated -
In a land close by:
But they, (even) after
(This) defeat of theirs,

Will soon be victorious -

(Al Rum, 30: 1-4)

The supportive attitude of the Qur’an towards the
Romans (i.e., the People of the Book) in this verse
expresses its high concern in preserving this religious
power in detriment of the Pagan Persia. Importantly
enough, Islam has never viewed the People of the Book
as rival religious people. Nor, has it ever considered
them as a serious threat to its future. On the contrary,
the logic of the Qur’an dictates that those who belong
to a divine religion are closer to Islam than those who
adopt a positivistic religion or any people who do not
principally have any religion. This is because one can
make an alliance with the People of Book on a number

of common issues.

9. Among the attitudes which form the basis for a
civilized behaviour towards Non-Muslims are the

noble Qur’anic warnings against their provocation by



tyranny of Pharaoh exercised over the children of Israel.
It even narrated in detail how they were persecuted by
Pharaoh and his clique and how they grievously had to
face severe hardships. But Allah decided to change this

very tragic status quo in favour of the Israelites. He said:
To establish a firm place
For them in the land,
And to show Pharaoh, Haman
And their hosts, at their hands,
The very things against which
They were taking precautions
(Al Qasas, 28: 6)
In the same vein, the Qur’an talked about the hard

time which Christians endured depicting the act of their

burning in a pit of fire in the following verses:
Woe to the makers

Of the pit (of fire)
Fire supplied (abundantly)
With Fuel:
Behold! They sat
Ower against the (fire)
(Al Buruj, 85: 4-7)
The Qur’an reported the remarkable victory of

the Persian Empire over the Roman Empire. But, it

promised the latter a manifest victory shortly before this
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praise twenty times: the Spirit of God and His Word, the
blessed, and the obedient to his mother according to the
Muslim scholar Al-Firuzabadi."

Thanks to the stories of the prophets in the Qur’an,
the Ummah (the community of submission) learnt how to
respectthem. Muslims did not take the life of the prophets
as a comedy or a domain subject to disrespectfully
irrational creativity. Rather, what scholars of Islamic
creed and scholars of tafsir (interpreters of the Qur’an)
wrote to prove the infallibility of the prophets and to
argue against their intention to do sins was so great that
it constituted the intellectual basis for the infallibility of
all prophets.

7. Among the practical evidence showing respect for
prophets is the frequent use of their names in the Islamic
societies. For example, men are named Moses, Jesus, Joseph
and llyas, etc, whereas women are named Mary and all

names which were widespread during the life of prophets.

8. Among the proofs that reveal high consideration for
the People of the Book is that the Qur’an talked about the
ordeals and grievances they experienced throughout history.
It paid tribute to their patience and firmness for the sake of

protecting their beliefs.

It should be noted that the Qur’an talked about the

1- Al-Firuzabadi, Basairu dawi Al-TTamyiz. Vol. 6/111.161. Authenticated by
Abdel ‘lim Al-Talhawi. The Scientific Library of Beirut.
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The Qur’an defended further the chastity of Joseph
introducing him as true and sincere, a crucial divine
witness which came to uphold his morale and to save

him away from sin and unfounded accusation:
Of his Lord: thus
(Did we order) that We
Might turn away from him
(All) evil and shameful deeds:
For he was one of Our servants,

Sincere and purified. (Yusuf, 12: 24)

6. Not only did the Qur’an dispel the misconceptions held
against the prophets due to religious conflicts, but it also
wrote a clean and pure history which identified every
prophet and Messenger free from falsehood; that is
why, the Qur’an is considered as the most authentically
important source of information about the great
prophets. It informed us about the nascence of some of
these great prophets and the secret of revelation which
they received from Allah the Almighty. It also dealt with
their attitudes, patience and the difficulties standing in

their way.

The Qur’an mentioned the name of Moses one
hundred and thirty six times and referred to him by his
qualities fifty times. Similarly, it mentioned the name of

Jesus twenty five times, and referred to him by words of



Their (daily) food. (Al Ma’idah, 5:75)

The Qur’an refuted the claim of Jesus’ murder in this

verse:
That they said (in boast)

“We killed Christ Jesus”

The son of Mary,

The Messenger of Allah” -

But they killed him not,

Nor crucified him, But so it was made
To appear to them,

And those who differ

Therein are full of doubts

With no (certain) knowledge

But only conjecture to follow

For a surety

They killed him not. (Al Nisa, 4:157)

The Qur’an thus puts an end to the all-important
cause which triggers enmity between the Jews and the
Christians. The recent Christian assemblies have found
themselves compelled to follow the Qur’an’s teachings
in this regard in an attempt to establish a new relationship
with the Jews. But, this challenging move means
discharging Jews from any historical accusation, which
subsequently leads Christians to renounce the creed of

crucifixion: the central foundation of Christianity.
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He found her supplied

With sustenance. He said

“O Mary! Whence (comes) this
To you?” She said:

From Allah: for Allah

Provides sustenance

To whom He pleases

Without measure. (Ali ‘Imran, 3:37)

The Qur’an also highlighted the chastity of Mary
when she gave birth to Jesus:
Behold! the angels said:

‘Imran, 3:42)

“O Marry! Allah hath chosen thee
And purified thee — chosen thee

Above the women of all nations. (Ali

In the same vein, the Qur’an said about the Message

of Jesus and the truthfulness of his mother what follows:

to eat

Christ the son of Mary,

Was no more than

A Messenger; many were

The Messengers that passed away
Before him. His mother

Was a woman of truth. They had both



5. When the Qur’an exposed all the previous prophecies,
it took upon itself to put an end to the hard time which
the followers of the previous religions gave to their
prophets as well as to other prophets. The Islamic creed
rests on the belief that all prophets are innocent and

sinless, especially after the Message.

The Muslim scholars (‘ulamaa) made an
unprecedented effort to impugn all the falsehood

directed against some prophets in some ancient texts.
The Qur’an defended Moses (PBUH) and warned
against hurting him using tendentious rumours.
Oh you who believe
Be ye not like those
Who vexed and insulted Moses
But Allah cleared him
Of the (calumnies) they
Had uttered: and he
Was honourable in Allah’s sight.
(Al Ahzab, 33:69)
The Qur’an also defended the purity of Mary
(PBUH) mentioning her dignity while worshiping Allah

and enjoying life of celibacy in mihrab (chamber) with the

full sustenance of Allah. The Qur’an says:
Every time that he entered

(Her) chamber to see her,
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different mothers but one religion’.("

All prophets are equal, in that they all have one
mission and revelation; they all belong to the chain
of prophethood. Yet, they can be distinct according to
religion laws and their specificities and according to
the amount of revelation they received from Allah like
the Messengers of inflexible purpose (i.e., uli al-azm):
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed (Peace

be upon them all). Allah says in this respect:
Those Messengers
We endowed with gifts,
Some above. (Al Bagarah, 2: 253)

The genuine Islamic creed ordains for Muslims to
believe in all Prophets and Messengers. But, it ordains
us in particular to believe in twenty five Messengers
mentioned in the Qur’an by their names who are: Adam,
Enoch (i.e., Idris), Noah, Saleh, Abraham, Lot, Ishmael,
Hud, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Shoaib, Job (Ayoub), Dhu
al-Kifl (Ezekiel), Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon, Elias,

Jonah (Yunis), Zacharias, Jesus and Mohamed.

In this way, the faith involves all true Messages
that humanity has so far witnessed, which prepares
the Muslims to engage in a serious religious dialogue

without any reservation.

1- Sahih Muslim



should endeavour to adopt. It even stated this idea in a

number of contexts. The following verses are but few

examples:

Each of them believeth
In Allah, His Angels
His Books, and His Messengers
We have no distinction (they say)
(Al Baqarah, 2:285)
Say ye: “We believe
In Allah, and the revelation
Given to us, and to Abraham
Isma “il, Issac, Jacob
And the Tribes, and that given
To Moses and Jesus, and that given
To (all) Prophets from their Lord:
We make no difference
Between one and another of them:
And we bow to Allah (in Islam).
(Al Baqgarah, 2:136)

The Prophet reiterated further this idea when he
talked about the brotherhood of the prophets in the
following Hadith (saying): ‘I am the closest of all

people to Jesus, son of Mary, in this world and

the Hereafter; for all prophets are brothers, with
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And men who have renounced
The world, and they
Are not arrogant. (Al Ma’idah, 5:82)

And when they listen

To the revelation received

By the Messenger, thou wilt

See their eyes overflowing

With tears, for they

They recognise the truth:

They pray: “Our Lord!

We believe; write us

Down among the witnesses.

(Al Ma’idah, 5:83)

The People of the Book will surely find no where

such a just discourse of the Qur’an which expresses

sincere praise for those who follow the right path.

As a matter of fact, what the Qur’an says about the
People of the Book applies to all mankind world-wide,
because no ummah (nation) can pretend that its people
are all perfectly virtuous.

. When the Qur’an spoke about the previous prophecies,
it clearly stated that faith is one of the fundamental

exigencies of the Islamic creed ( ‘agida) which prophets



as very fair and faithful, it contrastively mentions that
others are deceivers and untrustworthy, an idea which is

well expressed in the following verses:
Among the People of the Book
Are some who, if entrusted
With a hoard of gold
Will (readily) pay it back;
Others, who, if entrusted
With a single silver coin,
Will not repay it unless
Thou constantly stoodest
(Ali ‘Imran, 3:75)
They believe in Allah
And the Last Day;
They enjoin what is right,
And forbid what is wrong;
And they hasten (in emulation)
In (all) good works:
They are in the ranks
Of the righteous. (Ali ‘Imran, 3: 114)
Additionally, Allah the Almighty speaks about some
priests and monks who remained faithful to Jesus Christ:
Because among these are

Men devoted to learning



But will soon drive them
To the torment of Fire -
An evil destination (indeed)!”
(Al Baqgarah, 2: 126)

The verse makes it crystal clear that non-believers do
not verily lose their due right in livelihood, but that
they will in parallel get their fair share of hellfire in the

Hereafter.

. The Qur’an discusses all types of wrongdoers
highlighting their invalid beliefs which developed
unhealthy conceptions about Allah the Almighty Who
should be qualified as Perfect for He is the Know-all,
the Powerful, in addition to other divine attributes
proper to Him. He is the Creator and Protector of human
beings. He is Aware of all their conditions and secrets.
He comes to their rescue, but punishes them when they

turn against Him.

The Holy Qur’an devotes the lion’s share of
discussion to the People of the Book as it talks about the
Jews and the Christians focusing on very fundamental
events in their history. It also deals with the story of
evolution of these two religions along with the obstacles

standing in their way.

The Holy Qur’an speaks about the People of the

Book in a fair manner. While it describes some of them



He could have made mankind
One People: but they
Will not cease to dispute (Hud, 11:118)

Verses holding such a sense of tolerance abound in the

Qur’an.

2. Among the Qur’anic indications which orient the
thought of the Muslims towards the others is the story
of Abraham (PBUH). Allah told that when Abraham
completed the building of Ka’abah, he asked his Lord
devotedly to protect the holy territory and to bless its
people with prosperity for the sake of Allah’s faith

persistence as is shown in the following verse:
And remember Abraham said:
“My Lord, make this City
Of Peace and feed its People
With fruits — such of them

As believe in Allah and the Last Day.
(Al Baqarah, 2: 126)

Allah responded favourably to Abraham’s prayer
concerning the provision of peace and security for the
believers, but reminded him that livelihood should be
extended to everybody: believers and non-believers alike.
Allah the Almighty says in this regard:

He said: “(Yea), and such as

Reject Faith - for a while
Will I grant them their pleasure,
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by their Holy Books.

On the basis of this background, we can now clarify the

attitude of Islam towards Non-Muslims through some facts

elicited from the Qur’an:

1.

The Qur’an has often emphasized a universal fact
sprung from God’s Will to create people with different
religions, intellects, images, languages, and colours;
this is the reason why the idea of getting people to hold
one single view or thought runs counter with God’s Will
and wisdom. However, an attempt to restrict religious
beliefs’ divergence between nations is allowed, since
this is an important strategy aimed at structuring a
strong dialogue with the others and recognizing God’s
Will that created people purposefully different. Islam
calls for diversity of thought and condemns uniformity
established unjustifiably by force. In this connection,
Allah the Almighty says in the Qur’an:

“If it had been the Lord’s Will,
They would all have believed -
All who are on earth!

Wilt thou then compel mankind,
Against their will, to believe

(Yunus, 10:99)

He also says:
If thy Lord had so willed,



The attitude of the Holy Qur’an towards

Non-Muslims

The attitude of the Holy Qur’an towards Non-Muslims
is a subject which requires much space and energy. Its
diversity is dependent on their various attitudes towards
Islam; that is, peace-lovers and opponents, believers and
disbelievers should not absolutely be treated on equal
footing. In case Non-Muslims believe, after all, in the true
message of Islam, the Islamic religion will distinguish
between those who belong to divine religions having
genuine prophethood and those who believe in a spiritual
positivist doctrine that denied any relation with divine

revelation.

It is then logical that these people will adopt different
attitudes towards Islam. Conversely, Islam will, in its
turn, have various attitudes that regulate their treatment
depending on their prospective tolerance and the possibility
to live with them in harmony; that is why, it is needful to talk
initially about a comprehensive human attitude embodied
in the Islamic attitude towards all human beings honoured
by Allah the Almighty. Such honour is rightfully conferred

upon them simply because they are human beings.

Islam grants the People of the Book like the Jews and
the Christians a special way of treatment on the grounds that

they all have common religious facts which are recognized



journals, political speeches and artistic performances. For
this reason, it becomes essential to look for facts which
enable us to unveil the truth by calling for rational thought
to build up the conception and to take up impartial postures

far away from prejudices and stereotypes.

The present contribution purports to examine the
following topics:

= The attitude of the Holy Qur’an towards Non-
Muslims.

= The attitude of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
towards Non-Muslims.

= The execution of the Companions (Sahaba) and
Successors (Zabi’i) (may Allah be pleased with
them) of the attitude towards Non-Muslims.

= The Jurisprudential (fighi) attitude towards Non-
Muslims.

= The Civilizational achievements adopting the

Islamic attitude towards Non-Muslims.

= Treating Non-Muslims at the present era.



the tolerant and civilized people: Beware of Islam! Islam is

coming.

Even if the project of Islamophobia took advantage of
some current individual events, the latter did not happen
in joint consultation with any Islamic authority that could
incubate a number of highly qualified Islamic theologian-
jurists (‘ulama’) who are in the right position to issue
Islamic decrees (fatawa) proceeding from Islamic attitudes

towards general issues.

Also, the project of Islamophobia has called for every
single moment of clash in history between the Islamic state
and other nations which exercised before Islam strong hold
on a large part of the world. For these nations, war was a

common practice shaping their political conduct.

The emergence of Islam between territories under
Persian and Roman control gave inevitably rise to serious
frictions between these two empires which subjugated the

world under duress.

At any rate, the early foreign intrusion in the Islamic
affairs stripped the Muslims of their due right to treat Non-
Muslims according to the genuine guidance of Islam. If the
feeling of ill-will against Islam was prevalent in history, we
hope that it would disappear in a time qualified as open and
civilized. Unfortunately, the phenomenon of Islamophobia

remains increasingly perpetual through books, newspapers,



secrets. They realized, therefore, that Islam was and is still
deeply-rooted into the hearts of the Muslims despite the big

challenges facing its thorny course.

By and large, all the above-mentioned factors and
others contributed positively to paving the way for Islam
to advance in all directions, especially in societies which
aspire to lead a righteous life and to remain faithful to the
values and principles which sound to have eroded of the

modern man’s own accord.

True, the prospective future is very promising thanks
to people’s contact with Islam. Still, such a contact has
inevitably some side effects leading to the apprehension of
all groups and trends which guarantee their existence by
maintaining the gap so wide between Islam and people.
Worse, they hold hostility to all religions regardless of
whether they have religious affiliations or they are mere

materialistic trends.

It was natural that all such groups would collectively
join efforts to produce a distorted image in the minds of
people which is characterized by feelings of disdain,
superiority, hostility, and islamophobia . Such feelings are
enough to build up a psychological wall between people and
Islam. It seems finally that enemies of Islam have adopted
the strategy of spreading fear of Islam by depicting it as a
dreadful religion which encourages bloodshed. As a matter

of fact, the project of Islamophobia came into being to tell



The Myth of Islamophobia

Adopting an attentive reading of a set of events related
to the subject of religion and religiousness, we can deduce
that the world tends to open itself increasingly to Islam.
The emergence of such a significant interest in Islam comes
as a natural product of a set of factors and influences, top
most among which is the individuals’ access to free and
direct contact by means of communication technology
and information transfer. As a result, the authority of the
oriented book is curbed intensely, the absolute dominance
over thought is reduced, and easy access to different spaces
of free knowledge is made possible. Moreover, man can
now choose his own independent line of thought and

religious convictions.

The bloody events which parts of the Islamic world
witnessed gave strong impetus for people world-wide to
direct their attention greatly towards Islam introducing it as

substantial thought and a unique vision.

The levity of some frivolous artists who run after
fame, along with the odd conducts of some politicians who
lack in a clear cause, depicted their political activities as

an advocating society project and a nationalistic endeavour.

The attempts of such people to damage the image of

Islam was an incentive for many people to inquire about its



this way, we avoid expressing our personal attitudes that
do not resort to any legal knowledge which is essential in
crystallizing the real image of Islamic attitudes towards
non-Muslims.



Introduction

It seems that whenever the world becomes open to
Islam, the intellectual circles — which cling dearly to the
culture of the past nurtured with the spirit of tension and
religious enmity — imagine that the image of religious
and cultural transcendence becomes vulnerable to serious
erosion. This assumption leads such intellectual circles
to overtly express a strong sense of islamophobia by
introducing Islam as a religion which does not believe in
the spirit of dialogue and co-existence. To further stir up
this feeling of Islamophobia, these intellectual circles bring
up all moments of historical tension subjecting them to their
subjectively oriented vision which consequently depicts

Islam as a religion of clash and eradication.

Islamophobia is manifest in arts, literature and other
sources of knowledge, all of which aim at nurturing the
feelings of hatred towards Islam and Muslims. To stand
against such a discourse of hatred, we need to develop
a challenging scientific approach which highlights the
real attitude of Islam towards the others. The present
contribution purports to achieve this pursuit by setting the
religious fundamentals to treat non-Muslims according to
the Holy Qur’an and the Sunna, along with the sayings of
the Jurisprudents (i.e., Scholars of Islam) and the Muslim

community execution (i.e., Ummah) of co-existence. In
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In the Name of Allah, Most
Yracious, Most Merciful
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