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Abstract

“Al-Missiar” Marriage in Islamic Figh

“Al-Missiar” marriage is the kind of marriage in which the wife soft-
ens the burden of marriage requirements incurred upon the husband
in terms of dowry, legally approved housing, legal in-house presence
and providing for the family. This kind of marriage can possibly be on
confidential basis or non-publicity basis, and the wife can possibly live
in the husband’s town while he is living with another wife in another
town.

The greater good of Muslim scholars approved this kind of mar-
riage if it satisfies its legal requirements and fundamental conditions,
whereas the publicity of such marriage is not a must, neither the legal
in-house presence, providing for the family, or the dowry.
Nevertheless the wife can demand for her total legal rights as stated
by Sharia; simply because they are legally proved as inalienable
rights as per the marriage contract, and she has the right to relinquish
these rights by her own free will.

The Maliki jurists disqualified such kind of marriage in general, due
to the fact that they principally disapprove of secret or confidential
marriage because the absence of the previously stated legal require-
ments and fundamental conditions leads to disqualifying such mar-
riage according to them.
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