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Abstract

Status of Mukhtasar by al-Qudiri in the Hanafi figh

This paper explains the significance of concise texts that have
been in vogue in the Muslim academic tradition. These texts were
produced and profusely used to put together the substantive

AR



knowledge about various disciplines. These were helpful not only in
enabling learners to register and absorb the essentials of a discipline,
but were also a useful means for the teachers/scholars in the
relevant discipline to employ as comprehensive text in teaching a
discipline and elaborate their discourse further on that basis. In this
respect, particular introduction has been attempted in this paper to
bring to light the importance of Mukhtasar by al-Quduri, (d.428
AH), an outstanding Hanafi jurist of Baghdad in the fifth century
of Hijra. This Mukhtasar enjoyed a popularity and acceptability
among subsequent Hanafi jurists of all times that is unsurpassed.
While there have been many other texts produced in various fields
that were abbreviatively known as al-Mukhtasar, the impact of the
treatise produced by Imam al-Quduiri by far exceeds that of other
texts. Even today Mukhtasar by al-Quduri has been widely in
circulation in the academic circles of the Hanafi school in different
parts of the world. The significance of this Mukhtasar is further
augmented by tracing its origin to the basic sources of Hanafi
jurisprudence namely, the six books known as Zahir al-Riwaya by
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Shaybani, al-Kafi by al-Hakim al-Shahid
(which contained the former six books), al-Tahawi and al-Karkhi in
their works also known as al-Mukhtasar. In passing, some
introduction has been given to similar texts that circulated in other
schools of figh.
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Abstract

Linguistic Studies of Basmalah in the First Three Centuries

Studies in modern linguistics mostly relate to phonetics, the
structure of the word (Morphology), structure of the sentence
(Syntax) and Semantics. This article tries to highlight worthy
contributions of the Qur’anic exegets of the first three centuries
A.H.

Seeing their abundant and profound knowledge and its
application to the interpretation of the Qur’an, we feel compelled to
acknowledge their great contribution to the modern linguistics and
we come to know that all the sciences of Arabic Language like
Arabic sounds, morphology, syntax, semantics, and rhetorics etc.
emerged to understand the Holy Quran and to attain the best
knowledge of the meanings and concepts it contains. Therefore,
whoever wanted to interpret the meanings of the Holy Qur’an is
compelled to acquire profound knowledge of these sciences of
Arabic language. Thus there is a strong correlation and
inseparability between the Arabic sciences and the Qur’anic
sciences.

We find that the contributions of the interpreters of the
Quran in the first three centuries to the above fields are
praiseworthy in that these laid the basic and firm foundations of the
linguistics.

The commentaries on the Qur’an written in the first three
centuries after Hijrah have been the authentic source for the
understanding of the Qur’an. Hence, these commentaries should be
relied upon for the linguistic study of the Quran and Arabic
literature as well. This article presents the linguistic study of
Basmalah in the light of the Qur’anic commentaries of the above
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mentioned era in order to illustrate the extent of Muslims' literary
and linguistic contribution to the knowledge of the Qur’an.
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