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ABSTRACT

Millions of Muslims today live in the west for various reasons, whether for work, study or
because of their exposure to political and social prosecution at their home countries, many of
them have chose to call their station in the west a permanent home.

Therefore, many generations of Muslims have been born without recognizing any land as home
to them other than the one in which they were brought up, went to its schools and graduated
from its universities. They have never laid sight on their original countries from where their
parents and ancestors came. Consequently, they were raised in an environment which is very
different to their values, principles and thoughts, thus making it quite natural for them to be
occupied by so many fundamental issue in life, in particular those which are concerned with
preserving religion and the upholding of religious practices.

Based upon the above, this research examines the most important issues of Ebadats (i.e.
worshiping) that Muslims in the west need to be knowledgeable of. In the first chapter it
looks into the issues of Taharah (.i.e. Purity) including the rule of Gusil (i.e. bath) for those
who have recently converted into Islam, handling of dogs, alcohol and its use in medicine and
food, the use of cutlers, pots and clothes of Jews and Christians.

Chapter two of this research looks into the confusion in prayer-time in summer and the
joining of two prayers as needed. Other related subjects in this chapter includes issues
connected to Friday prayer such as delivering the Friday speech in other than the Arabic
language, performing the prayer prior to the afternoon (i.e. time of Zawal) or delaying it to just
prior to Isar prayer. Also, the performance of more than one Friday prayer in the same mosque,
performing the prayer in public halls and churches and the leading of women in prayer in the
presence of men.

The third chapter deals with the issues of funerals including the burial of the dead in wooden
caskets, the burial in Jewish and Christian symmetries and participating in Jewish and
Christian funerals and paying condolences to them.

Finally, chapter four leads the discussion in the areas of Zakat and fasting specifically,
handing out of Zakat and Sadakat (i.e. charity) to Jews and Christians, the fasting of Muslims
in countries with high altitude lines.

This research concludes that Islamic existence in the west has become a non-avoidable fact that
needs to be dealt with and acknowledged. Therefore, Muslims in the west urgently need to be
given attention to their religious figh issues dilemmas which they face day and night and seek
to find answers that take into consideration their specific realties and present an understanding
to the conditions in their communities. The researcher attempts through this research to provide
answers to some of the issues in question and to examine the most likely of these answers.
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