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Women Holding the Position of Judge : A Study
In the light of Islamic Law (Figh)

Dr. Ismael Al-Issawy

College of Shari'a and Islamic Studies, University of Sharjah
Sharjah, U.A.E

ABSTRACT

Recently, there has been a great deal of discussion about women
holding state positions, whether economic, political, social, or
educational, without considering the human nature or traits of women.
Rather, discussion focuses on societies, where the judiciary has not yet
acted to allow women to hold such positions. This research highlights
the views of the fugaha' (Islamic legal scholars) on the issue of women
holding, for example, the position of judge. The study offers many
perspectives and much evidence, which the researcher discusses in
detail. The research concludes that women play an essential role in
family rearing, thus having an impact on generations to come and
contributing towards the improvement of the community. This does not
negate the view of some fuqaha that women might play a positive role in
some judicial cases involving juvenile or family trials held in some Arab
and Islamic countries. However, a woman should not be placed in such a
position if it means distracting her from her primary function in the
home and/or taking time away from her family, both of which are
considered primary to the well-being of the community.
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