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PALICY LEGITIMACY IN THE FACE
ABUSE OF KHAT IN YEMEN

By
Hana Salem Abdul-Qader Bahmid
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ABSTRACT

The study aims at highlighting the role and responsibility of the state in
taking legitimate measures to face the phenomenon of khat in Yemen and
to find out radical solutions for this problem in accordance with legislative
policy and Shariaa laws. The study begins in introducing the definitions of
legislative sharia policy, displaying its legitimacy and applicability as well
as conditions of its adoption and action. Then it defines the concept of khat,
its positive and negative impact on consumers; laws and shariaa regulation
towards its consumption, planting, commercializing, smuggling and laws
concerning money earned through khat business as well as ways of
handling such earned money, displaying zakat-tax regulations in this
respect. Then the study shows the impacts of khat on behavior of
consumers, and focuses afterwards on the role of the state and the various
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educational and media institution in society as well as the individuals’ role
towards this phenomenon and towards finding legitimate remedial
measures to eliminate it from Yemeni society.

The study aims at highlighting the role and responsibility of the state to
face the khat phenomenon in Yemen , to find solutions for this problem, to
clean-up society from its illnesses and to stress the validity of Islamic
shariaa to solve all recent negative aspects depending on whole and
detailed shariaa regulations in treatment of khat phenomenon in Yemen.

The thesis depends on the descriptive approach which relies on accurate
detailed description of the phenomenon as it is in real, as well as the
analytical approach which discusses scientists views and evidences
concerning khat and indicates the reasonable view from the researcher’s
perspective. The study gives special interest to attribute Quranic verses to
their Suras; to verify Hadith sources and to expose their rulings; as well as
to translate for pioneers and to explain odd words mentioned within the

text.

The study concludes a number of results, mainly:
o The khat is a complicated problem that is deeply rooted from which

the whole Yemeni society suffers. It is considered a real disaster
which stands as an obstacle against the development of Yemen and
Yemenis. Getting rid of it is inevitably imperative, yet it is a hard
and difficult road which needs trust in God and returning to His rules
as well as having faith in the seriousness of this problem. Mutual
efforts should be undertaken from various segments of the society
led by the state itself to deal with it.

e The interests of khat are not significant. Some of them are actually
illusive; some can be obtained through alternatives other than khat.
While khat’s negative consequences include human, social,
economical, health, psychological, religious, environmental, cultural
and other aspects.

e Islamic Religion prohibits dealing with khat whether through
consumption, planting, trading or any other way of dealing with it.

e The responsibility of the state to face this problem is by adopting a
regulation that prohibits it and to follow gradual steps approach in
eliminating it. Moreover, it should provide appropriate alternatives
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that are accessible for all, and should set up new serious legislations
that would be accompanied with continuous follow up
implementation ensuring to exert punishments on all offenders
without exceptions.

Coordinated efforts should be undertaken by social and public
institutions to face the khat, such as the family, educational
institutes, mosques, media, charities and others.

Individuals have an active role in facing and eliminating the khat
phenomenon by adhering to Islamic teachings and applying the rite
concerning promotion virtue and prevention vice to Khat issues.
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