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The clash between Islam and Christianity began during the lifetime of the Prophet. In the
carlier stages of his carcer, when the main fight was against Arab paganism, his attitude
to the Jews and the Christians was friendly and respecttul. The teadership of the commu-
nity brought him into coniact and then conflict with both. At first the Jews, strongly re-
presented at Medina, were the immediate enemy, while the Christians remained potential
allics and converts. Later, when the cxpanding influcnce of the community of Median
brought the Muslims into collision with Christian tribes in Arabia and on the northern
borders, relations with Christianity, as with Judaism, culminated in war: Fight against
those who do not believe in Allah... . How they are deceived (9:29-30), 67.
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Closed views of Islam
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Islam seen as a single mono-
lithic bloc, static and unrespon-
sive to new realities.
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Islam seen as separate and
other: (a) not having any aims
or values in common with other
cultures (b) not affected by them
{¢) not influencing them.
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Islam seen as inferior to the
West-barbaric, irrational, prim:-
tive, sexist.
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Islam seen as violent, aggressive,
threatening, supportive of ter-
rorism, c¢ngaged in “a clash of
civilisations’.
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Islam seen as a political ideo]-
ogy, used for pohitical or mili-
tary advantage.
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Hostility towards Islam used to
Justify discriminatery practicies
towards Muslims from main-
stream society.
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Anti-Muslim hostility accepted
as natural and ‘normal’,
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niens qui soubaitaient faire passer les femmes qui refusaient de porter le voile pour de
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Teffet de s’en faire un "bouclier sémantique".
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"ce mol, islamophobe, a &t forgé de toutes pidces par les mollahs pour déconsidérer qui- (V)
conque n'est pas musulman comme I'orthodoxie 'y invite™.

Te suis un peu islamophobe, 5a ne me géne pas de le dire. Pai le droit de penser que (Y}
lislam-je dis bien Tislam, je ne parle méme pas des islamistes-apporte une certaine débilite
qui. en cffet, me rend islamophaobe.
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"pour d’aucuns, le musuiman est l'ennemi naturel et irréconciliable du chrétien et de )
V'Européen, Vislamisme est la négation de la civilisation, et la barbarie, lu mauvaise foi et
la cruauté sent tout ce qu'on peut attendre de mieux des musulmans™.
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