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the care of nurses who practise their jobs as the employees of others
who work for the sake of earning their living without feeling any pleasure
in practising their jobs. I have frequently asked myself: “Are the needs
of children solely restricted to supplying them with milk and clothing?”

Is this sufficient for the child to be normal and of equable passions?
I find a clear answer in the difference in behaviour of chilren
living under the care of their mothers and fathers and enjoying their
kindness and love on the one hand, and of those deprived of this blessing.
on the other hand; thus it is not difficult to notice their agitated passions
and their eccentricities.

The duty of woman is to build up a family and to manage her
house so as to live with her family in a relaxed and comfortable
atmosphere that promotes the activity required for the continuity of iife.
This does not prevent her from doing work to satisfy a need or a desire,
in fields where she can perform her duties without any violation of her

nature and her character so as to fulfill them successfully according to
her abilities.

Any infringement on the nature that God has created in us
and made us respond to, is considered a hindrance against
the wisdom of Allah in creation, a cause for great psychological and
physical pain, and will surely lead to the various troubles people suffer
from. There is no way to regain happiness, delight and comfort in
life except through submission to the wisdom of Allah and His wonderful
creation, and practising life as designed and facilitated by Him.

O Allah, let us all work to achieve Thy message, and let us not
be deprived of the understanding of Thy glorious wisdom and marvellous
deeds.
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Because God has given
The one more (strength)
Than the other.(21)

Here we do not mean that the essence of man is preferred to
that of woman, for they are twins descending from a single soul. Hence
it is a preference that does not understimate woman’s humanity, because
it arises from an organic differencz between woman and man and not
from a difference in essence or substance. Such a distinction should
not give rise to grief, because to be favoured by Allah is closely connected
with the purification of souls and not with an organic difference ordained
by Allah’s wisdom to guarantee the continuity and integrity of the life
of human-beings. Similar to this is His Almighty’s saying:

God has bestowed His gifts
Cf sustenaace more freely on some
Of you than on others.(22)

Does this divine favouring that arose from Allah’s wisdom, (that is
unkiown to many persons) lead to understimating those who
have been excelled ia provision, when they meet Allah, if they behaved
devotedly towards Him? God forbid; yet His wisdom aimed at making
people serve one another and thus man accomplishes, achieves and
performs in society what God has destined. Woman, also, accomplishes
deeds and duties God has destined for her. Is there anything greater
or more exalted than the role of woman in bringing up her childern
who are the youth of tomorrow and the men of after-tomorrow? If
tﬁey do not find beside them a mother who is compassionate towards
them, and who supplies their need for kindness, protection
and care, they will become what might resemble dummies and their
habits and nature will be detached from the hearts that pulsate with
their love and are moved in their moulding. Is it not true that the
causes of the unsuitable conditions in which the youth of today
lives everywhere, are that these young people have passed their lives
away from the care of their mothers and their bosoms that flood
with love. They have passed their lives either in nurseries or under

(21) From Surat Al-Nissa (The Women) Verse No. 34.
(22) From Surat Al-Nahl (The Bee) Verse No. 71.
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Should He not know,—

He that created?

And He is the One

That understands the finest
Mysteries (and) is
Well-acquainted (with them).(20)

Indeed, He knows what he has created before and after creating it.
He knows it and the means for its subsistence, He knows even their
inger thoughts.

Those who say that equality must be applied to both sexes in
all aspects of life even in abilities and actions, are just saying words
that can be proved neither through the formation of innate qualities,
nor from the experience of nations nor through observation or intuition.
In all such cases proof is based on its opposite, when nations ignored
the difference between the two sexes, they, indeed, ignored nature. And
those who ignored nature were obliged to acknowledge its truths after-
wards, even though they acknowledged them just to evaluate.the work
of the two sexes, who were not created dissimilar in vain, after the
passing of thousands of years. Here the length of time, and the evolution
of social conditions were increasing the specialization of each sex in
functions completely different from each other. In those properties in
which ecological life and competency of outward behaviour differ
purposely, we find that the length of time does not abolish differences
but increases them and makes for each a position that is completely
different, Examples are countless for example: man maintains his ability
for procreation so long as his body is in good condition till the last
phases in his life though it is not so with woman. Rarely, do we find
a woman who maintains the ability to reproduce after the age of
fifty. Even in activities where women have specialized, such as cooking,
cutting-out clothes, beautification, walking at funerals though they seem
to be woman’s specialitics — we find that man surpasses her in the
ability to achieve them. Such excellence and guardianship that God
has given to man over woman is in the saying:

Men are the protectors
And maintainers of women,

(Zb) From Surat Al-Mulk (Dominion) Verse No. 14.
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obvious deceit and a refuted claim. For God Almighty knows (his
creation) best, better than his creatures do. Allah maintains equity
amongst them in their belief so long as they devote it to Allah. Also
he has equalized the reward for their good deeds in the case of their
being equal in obedience to God and in their faith towards Him. Yet,
God Almighty has endowed each sex with certain characteristics and
powers that none except Himself can endow, so as to populate the
universe and to carry into effect his ordinances towards his
creation as He wished and wishes. The decisive answer concerning this
topic is to be found in the story of Umm Salama, wife of the Messenger
of God, when she came upon him accompanied by a group of women
and said: “Would that God had ordained that we strive as
men do. Then we should have a similar reward.” At this His glorious
saying was revealed:

And in no wise Covet

Those things in which God
Hath bestowed His gifts

More freely on some of you
Than on others: To men

Is allotted what they earn,
And to women what they earn:
But ask God of His bounty,
For God hath full knowledge
Of all things.(19)

The closing words of this verse are a clear confirmation of what
was previously determined concerning the comprehensiveness of God’s
knowledge. He knows well his own slaves and is cognizant of their
abilities and inclinations. With His comprehensive knowledge that
includes everything, he has created men and endowed them with what
suits their role in life and created women and endowed them with
what suits their own role. Both roles are promoting humanity through-
out its progress in a marvelously contrived arrangement. The life of
mankind would never progress without the acknowledgement of the
obvious wisdom inherent in everything that the eye can see of Allah’s
creatures whether they be human-beings, animals or inanimate objects:

(19) From Surat Al-Nissa (The Women) Verse No. 32.
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EQUALITY
AS CONCEIVED
BY ISLAM

THERE are many other topics to discuss. Though this may be done
in another meeting, I will touch briefly upon a subject which has long
been debated. People have also deceived each other by counterfeiting
its reality. This topic is the call for equality between man and woman.
It is a fair demand if the equality it calls for is that indicated in the
religion of God; that pre-eminent immortal principle that ordains the
distribution of rights and duties amongst both men and women with
equity or with obvious similarity as shown in his Almighty saying:

And women shall have rights
Similar to the rights
Against them.(17)

The Glorious Qur'an has also pointed out that man and woman
are of the same human status. This is shown in the saying of the
Almighty:

And this Lord hath accepted
Of them, and answered them:
Never will I suffer to be last
The work of any of you
Be he male or female:

Ye are members, one of another.(18)

Yet when the call for this alleged equity takes the form of completely
ignoring the obvious differences existing between the two scxes; in
stature, physical formation, mental ability and character, it is, then,

(17) From Surat Al-Baqara (The Heifer) Verse No, 228.
(18) From Surat Al-Imran (Imran Family) Verse No. 195.
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to the pleasure of God. I don’t say this in praise of myself but in
consolation to my mother, so that she might be comforted.”

She said, “By God, I hope that my conmsolation in thee will be
good. So if thou goest before me I shall be bereaved, and if thou
return victorious I shall be glad of your victory. Go, so that I may
see what your fate will be.” Then she said: “O God have mercy on
my sleeplessness during the long nights, on my groaning and thirst during
the noontide in Mecca and Medina, and for his obedience to his mother.
O God I have given him up at Thine order, and I comply to your
Judgement, so reward me for Abdullah the reward of the thankful”
He said, “O Mother, don’t cease praying for my sake before or after
my death in battle.”

She said, “I’ll never cease, for he who kills you is in the wrong,
hence you are killed for truth.” Then, he took her hand to kiss and
said to her, “I have come to say farewell for I see that this is my last
day in this world.”

She said, “Then act according to your vision. Come nearer so that
I may say farewell to thee.” He came near to her and she embraced
and kissed him. As she was doing so her hand touched the ammour;
she said to him, “This is not the conduct of a person who wants what
you want.” He answered, “I put it on only to strengthen your heart
She said, “It doesn’t strengthen my heart.” So he put it off, and
straightened his shirt and robe. On coming out he said to his
companions: “Carry on, God bless you; each one of you should engage
a man. Do not concern yourselves about me for I am following the
way of the first forerunners.” Then he led them till he reached El
Higoon. There a Syrian threw a stone at him and injured his face.
He began to shiver so he went through one of the mountain-paths of
Mecca to bleed. There one of his bondmaids saw him and cried,
“O Commander of the Faithful.” Then his enemies crowded round
him and killed him. El Hajjaj crucified him and set up his corpse
on a tree trunk. When Abdul Malik gave orders to take his body
down, El Zubeir's mother took his corpse, after they had cut off his
head, washed and shrouded him, prayed over him then buried him.
May God have mercy on him and on us.



Malik Bin Marawan began to resist him and succeeded in Hverthrowing
him in Iraq. Then he (Marawan) armed El Hajjaj Bin Yossef who was
able to oversway him till he reached holy Mecca. He surrounded Mecca
and erected catapalts facing the honoured Kaaba and shot stones at
it. At that time Asmaa, daughter of Abi Bakr, was at Koabah.
Abdullah, having around him just a handful of his men, was fighting
El Hajjaj’s soldiers, with his back to the Kaaba. Meanwhile, El Hajjaj
sent him messengers promising him wealth and safety if he stretched
out his hand and swore fealty to him.

Thereupon, Abdullah Ibn El Zubeir wen: to his mother and said,
“Mother, my people have forsaken me; even my kindred and children.
I have but a handful of men who can resist no more than an hour.
The enemy has offered me all I may have from this world. What dr
you say?”

She said, “O my son, my son. If you know that you are defending
the truth, then carry on with the war and don‘t give your neck to the
boys of Beni Ummaiah to play with. Yet, if you want this world,
then you are the worst slave you have destroyed yourself and those who
are with you. If you say "I have been standing up for the truth, but
when my companions became feeble, my determination also wavered”,
know then that this is not the behaviour of free men or those in whom
we may find some good. How long will you last in this world? Death
is the best thing that could happen to you, you son of Zuzeir. By
God, a stroke from a sword taken with pride is far better than a lash
with a whip suffered in humiliation.” He said, “Yet, I fear, Mother
that the people of Syria would mutilate and crucify me if they killed
me.” She answered, “O my son skinning a sheep after slaying it does
not harm it. So go on according to your vision with the help of Allah.”
He kissed her head and said to her “By God, this is also my opinion
with the help of which I have called to God. I swear that I have never
fought except when my anger provoked me on seeing the sacred things
of the Almighty violated. Yet I wanted to know your opinion so that
it might endow me with more strength and vision to add to mine. I swear
that I have never committed an act of abomination intentionally, nor
have I been guilty of lewdness. I have committed no injustice in
issuing a sentence, and never betrayed a trust. I have never known
of injustice done by my agents and approved it. Nothing have I prefer
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This verse, as you see, illustrates clearly the splendid pattern that
should comprise the realities of both husband and wife in Islam, and
the example which both of them should conform to; and the realisation
that love alone is not the only justification for the continuity of
matrimony.

Omar Ibn E! Khattab, God bless him, asked a man who divorced
his wife this question, “Why have you divorced her?” He said, “I
don’t love her.” Omar said, “Are all homes set up on love alone?
what about guardianship and obligations”?

Islam has given to woman the respect due to a mother. The
Glorious Koran coupled the rights of the Almighty with those of parents
in the Almighty’s saying,”

Show gratitude
To me and to thy parents;
I am (thy final) destination. (15)

The Almighty also said,
Treat with kindness
Your parents.(16)

When a man came to the Prophet, (peace be upon him) and told
him. “O Messenger of God, among all mankind who is primarily entitled
to my companionship? The Messenger of God said, “Your mother”,
“Who next?” asked the man. “Your mother”, the Messenger of God
answered. “Who next?”, the man asked. *“Your mother”, the Messenger
of God replied once more. “Who next?”, the man asked again “Your
father”, the Messenger of God replied.

The comrades of the Messenger of God and their followers were
continually obedient to their mothers and benevolent towards them
according to the orders of Allah and His Messenger. An example of
this is the conversation between Abdullah Ibn El Zubeir and his mother
Asmaa daughter of Abi Bakur, (God bless both of them) when Iraq,
Hijaz and Yemen were subjugated by Abdullah Ibn Al-Zubair. Abdul

(15) From Surat Lugman (The Wise) Verse No. 14.
(15) From Surat Al-Bawara (The Heifer) Verse No. 83.
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “The best among you is
the best towards his kin and I am the best towards my kin.”

The Prophet, (peace be on him) allowed some Abyssinian youths
to play with their spears in front of him in the mosque and then called
Ayeshah, (God bless her) and lowered his shoulders to her, covered her
face with his hands and gave her the chance to watch them till she
grew tired.

Ibn Abd Rabbh told of Ayeshah’s experience when the Messenger
of God, (peace be upon him) came to her and said: “Have you shown
the girl the way to her husband? Ayeshah answered in the affirmative.
He asked, “Have you sent with her someone who can sing?” Ayeshah
said, “No”. He said; “Don’t you know that the Ansar (Helpers) like
love songs? You should have sent with her someone who would say,
“We have come to thee, we have come to thee

Wlecome us, we welcome thee.
Unless there is Com,
We shouldn’t have come to thy vale.”

Al-Bukhary told of the occasion when Al-Rabiea the daughter of
Muawath said: “The Prophet, (peace be on him) entered the dwelling
place of Beni Ali and sat on a bed. Some of the bond maids were told
to beat tambourines, till one of them said, ‘Among us is a Prophet
who knows what will happen tomorrow’. To this he replied ‘Don’t
talk about that, go on with what you were doing.”

The Almighty Creator has regularized the relationship between
husband and wife in His saying,

Live with them

on a footing of kindness and equity
If ye take a dislike to them

It may be that ye dislike

A thing, through which

God brings a great deal of good.(14)

(14) From Surat Al-Nissa (The Women) Verse No. 19.



The Arabs were contemptuous of a father who played with his
baby daughter and allowed her to play in his presence; but the
Messenger of God, (peace be upon him) played with his own baby
daughters and with those of his Comrades. E! Bukhari told the story
of Abi Katadah who said, “The Prophet (peace be upon him) came
out carrying the daughter of Abi El-Rass, and he prayed; so when he
knelt he put her down and when he got up he lifted her up again.”
Ayesheh, (God bless her) said, “A woman came to me with her two
daughters asking for charity. I found only one dried-date so I gave
it to her. She divided it two halves between her two daughters; then
she went out. When the Prophet, (peace be upon him) came in, I told
himn of what had happened. He said, ‘That person who is tested by those
girls, will find in them a protection against Hell-fire.” He also said
of his daughter Fatima, (God bless her), “Fatima is part of me; what
hurts her hurts me, and what gladdens her gladdens me.” El Zuhari
said, “The comrades of the Messenger of God, found it unnecessary
to impose the offering of alms on a father of three daughters or to
require him to take part in holy wars ‘Jihad’ because of their need for
him and his being busy with their affairs, education and care.” Islam
has also welcomed and honoured woman in her role as wife. The
Almighty said:

And among his Signs

Is this, that He created

For you mates from
Yourselves, that ye may
Dwell in tranquillity with them;
And He put love

And mercy between you.
Verily in that are Signs

For those who reflect.(12)

He also defined the nature of the relationship between husband
and wife when He said:

Consort with them in Kindness.(13)

(12) From Surat Al-Rum (The Roman) Verse No. 21.
(13) From Surat Al-Nissa (The Women) Verse No. 19.
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THE CONCEPT
OF TRUE CARE
GIVEN TO WOMAN

A SpEEcH about Islam, giving the woman’s case in full and granting
her a most appropriate position could be endless. It cannot be ignored
by those who have an understanding of the Book of the Almighty and
of the traditions of his Messenger, (peace be upon him. If I were to
continue to illustrate this with proofs and evidence, I would weary you,
Hence I shall be brief, so as to be able to deal with every aspect of
this subject. This will be in appreciation of the religion of God that
comprises all virtues, and as an incentive to our sons and grandsons
to have faith in their religion and to feel proud of being its followers
and of being able to defend it. Islam welcomes woman with kindness
at the beginning of her life and protects her existence throughout its
different phases. Islam welcomes her at the beginning of her life as
a baby as when it censured and prohibited the burying of girl-children
alive in the words of the Almighty:

Lost are those who from folly, without knowledge, slay
Their children,

and forbid

Food which God hath provided

For them, inventing a lie

Against God. They have

Indeed gone astray

And heeded no guidance.(11)

When Kais El Minkary was speaking in the presence of the Prophet,
(peace be upcn him) about the girl-children he had buried alive — his
victims were twelve in number, the Prophet, (peace be upon him) said,
“That man who doth not show mercy will not be sltown any”, and
ordered him to set free one believing bond-maid as a restitution for each.

(11) From Surat Al-Anam (The Cattle) Verse No. 140.



own

Nor should ye treat them

with harshness, that ye may
Take away part of the dower
Ye have given them, — except
where they have been guilty
Of open lewdness;(10)

Thus it was forbidden that a man should keep her against her
will, and it was considered a kind of compulsion to force her to

redeem herself with what remained of her dowry unless she was guilty
of flagrant lewdness. For in such a case she had no right to ask for
or to make concessions.

(10) Ibid.
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a girl who came to her and said: “My father married me to his nephew
and tried to palliate his meanness yet I hate him. Ayesheh said, “Sit
down till the Messenger of God, (peace be upon him) comes.” When
he came she told him, so he sent for her father.

He gave the girl the right to decide. She said, “O Messenger of
God, now, I accept what my father has dome; but I wanted to let
women be informed that parents have no right in such a matter. “There
is also the story of Barierah, the Abyssinian bondmaid who was owned
by Atabah Ibn Abi Lahab who married her to one of the slaves of
Maghirh. Barierah would not have accepted him if she had had the
right to decide. Ayesheh, mother of believers, pitied her, so she bought
her and set her free. The Messenger of God said to her, “now you are
your own mistress so you can choose.” Meanwhile her husband walked
after her weeping yet she rejected him. The Prophet, (peace be upon
him) said to his comrades: “Do you not feel astonished at his extreme
love for her and her hatred towards him? “Then he said to her: “Fear
God, he is your husband and thy son’s father.” She said, “Do you
order me? He answered, “No, I am just interceding”. She said,
“Then, I need him not”. A woman has also absolute freedom in her
property without any interference or domination.

During the pre-Islamic era, the nearest relative of the deceased
Arab who was entitled to inherit from him, would put his garment on
the deceased man’s wife, and would say, “She is mine.” Thus if he
wished he could marry her or let her be married to someone
else, and would have her dowry; or he could put constraint upon her
sothat she would have had to redeem herself by paying him what she had
inherited from her husband. Islam forbade this, dealt justly with her and
gave her freedom the Almighy says:

Ye who believe
Ye are forbidden to inherit
Women against their will.(9)

The Almighty, on the occasion of giving freedom to women, spoke
to their husbands,

(9) From Surat Al-Nisa (the Women) Verse No. 9.



The Almighty has imposed three penalties on the accuser; namely,
scourging, then refusing his testimony and never accepting it afterwards,
and finally considering him a man of evil, which is one of the most
detestable and abhorrent attributes. The Almighty says also in the
following verse:

i. Those who slander chaste women,
Who may be indiscreet but are believing,
Are cursed in their life
And in the Hereafter:
Theirs is a grievous penalty,—

ii. On the Day when their tongues,
Their hands, and their feet
will bear witness against them

As to their actions.

iii. On that Day God
will pay them back
(All their just dues,
And they will realise
That God is
The (very) truth,
That makes all things manifest.(8)

Islam has also given women freedom in two respects; namely,
marriage and property. No one has the right to force her to marry
someone whom she does not like. She has also the right to refuse whom
she does not approve of. The Messenger of God (peace be upon him)
has pointed this out by saying: “Marry not a widow without her
consent, nor a virgin without her permission.” The Prophet, (peace
be upon him) once annulled a marriage in which a virgin was forced
to marry her cousin under pressure from her father for his own benefit.
In the narration about women Ayesheh, (May God bless her) told of

(8) From Surat Al-Nur (The Light) Verses No. 23, 24, 25.
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also went to the Messenger of God when he was on his way to Kheybar
and said to him, “I want to accompany you wherever you are going.
1 can provide water, nurse the patients and the wounded if there are
any wounds — which God forbid — and keep an eye on the luggage.”
The Phophet, (peace be on him) said: “Go and God bless you. You
bave companions who asked me if they could do the same thing and
I have given them permission. They belong to your own kindred and
to other families so if you wish you can be with your own kindred
or with ours” The woman said: “I'll go with you.”  He answered,
“Then, be with Umm Salmah my wife.” So she went with her and
with many others.

Woman in Islam, as well as prior to it, protected the fugitive and
relieved the sufferer.  Umm Hani daughter of Abi Talib granted asylum
to two men, relatives of her father-in-law, who were wanted for execution.
She said concerning this, when the Messenger of God reached the high-
lands of Mecca, “Two men, relatives of my father-in-law from Beni
Maghzoum had asked for my protection, but Aly Ibn Abi Talib
entered my house and said: ‘I swear to kill them.” But I shut my
door to protect them and went to the Messenger of God, (peace be
upon him). He said: ‘Welcome Umm Hani — what tidings have
brought you here?” I told him the story of the two men and Aly.
He said: ‘“We protect whom you protect, Umm Hani’.”

Islam also has maintained the dignity of woman and protected
her honour perfectly. God Almighty said concerning those who malign

honourable women:

And those who launch

A charge against chaste women,
And produce not four witnesses,

(To support their allegations),—
Flog them with eighty lashes:

And reject their evidence
Ever after; for such men
Are wicked transgressors;(7)

(7) From Surat Al-Nur (The Light) Verse No. 4.



It is the degree of care, guardianship, and protection. It does not
permit man to trespass upon her rights or to tread upon her dignity.
“Moslem” in his narration about Asmaa daughter of Yazid, said, “She
went to the Prophet (peace be upon him) while he was sitting with his
companions and said to him, “I would sacrifice my father and mother
for thy sake O messenger of God. I am the messenger of women to
thee. God Almighty hath sent thee to all men and women. We believed
in thee and in thy God. We women are secluded and live in privacy,
keep to our homes, bear your children, while ye men are better than
us by keeping Friday congregational prayers, by grouping together, visiting
patients, attending funerals and performing one pilgrimage after another.
Far better than that, is fighting for the sake of the Almighty, Jihad.
When any one of you goes out on pilgrimage, visits Mecca or goes for
Jihad holy war we take care of your property, spin your clothes, and look
after your children: therefore haven’t we the right to share with you the
reward and the good? The Prophet (peace be upon him) turned his
face round towards his companions and said: “Have you ever heard
a2 woman inquire about her religion better than this? They said,
“O Messenger of God, we never thought that a woman could state the
matter in a better way than this.” The Prophet, (peace be upon him)
turned towards her and said. “Understand O woman and inform those
women who have sent you that a woman’s devotion to her husband,
seeking to propitiate him and performing whatever satisfies him is equal
to all that.” The woman went off rejoicing till she reached her kindred
among women and narrated to them what the Messenger of God, (peace
be upon him) had told her, so they became glad and all of them became
believers. Ayeshah, (may Allah bless her) was asked about what the
Prophet, (peace be upon him) did at home. She said, “He did what
his family did till he went out for prayers.” She meant that he helped
them and worked with them.

Virtuous women used to accompany the Messenger of God, (peace
be upon him) during his campaigns. They took care of patients, nursed
the wounded and carried water. Among them was Ummayah EIl
Ghafjareyah daughter of Kais, who said: “I went to the Messenger of
God, (peace be upon him) accompanied by a group of women from
Beni Khaffar and said to him: “O Messenger of God we want to
accompany you to your destination (he was going towards Kheybar)
50 as to nurse the wounded and help Moslems in the best way we
can. He answered “Go, and God bless you” Umm Sinan El Aslamich



Enter ye the graden,
Ye and your wives,
In (beauty and) rejoicing.(4)

Before Islam, it was not the custom for Arabs to bequeath anything
to women and they said “None inherits from us except that one who
bears the sword and defends our homelands.” Thus when a man died
his son inherited his goods and if he had no son, his heir would be
one of his kin, whether it be his father, brother or uncle.

Islam came and abolished this injustice towards women. The

Almighty said:

From what is left by parents

And those nearest related

There is a share for men

And a share for women,

Whether the property be small

Or large, — a determined share.(5)

A series of merciful humanitarian attitudes on the part of the Pro-
phet towards women in different circumstances was adopted. Imam El
Bukhari narrated that Saad Ibn Abi Wakkas said, “I was so ill at Mecca
that I was about to die. The Prophet, (peace be on him), came to visit
me. I said to him: Oh messenger of Allah, I have much money and I
have no one to inherit it except my daughter, may I give away as alms
two-thirds of it? He said “No.” I said “Then half of it?”” He said “No”,
I said “Then one-third. He said, “one third though it is too much.
To leave your children rich is better than leaving poor begging from
others. You will spend nothing without recompense; even a morsel of
bread given to your wife will be recompensed.”

The Almighty said,

And women shall have rights

Similar to the rights

Of men, and men are a degree above them, according
To what is equitable;(6)

(4) From Surat Al-Zukhruf (Ornament) Verse No. 70.
(5) From Surat Al-Nissa (The Woman) Verse No. 7.
(6) From Surat Al-Baqara (The Heifer) Verse No. 228.



He has had.

Shall he retain it

On (Sufference and) contempt,
Or bury it in the dust,

Ah! What an evil (choice)
They decided on?(1)

God sent Mohammed (The best prayers be upon him) with his
sublime reforming call; he stopped the series of injustices
committed against women, and delimited her natural place for her.
He apnounced that woman and man are equal according to Allah’s
religion. God revealed to him His Holy Book that declares clearly,
in more than one passage, this clear concept. God Almighty said:

Mankind! reverence

your Guardian — Lord,

Who created you

from a single person,

Created, of like nature,

His mate, and from them twain
Scattered (like seeds)
Countless men and women.(2)

God Almighty too, said:

Wheever works righteousness,
Man or woman, and has faith,
Verily, to him will We give

A new life, a life

That is good and pure, and We
will bestow on such their reward
According to the best

Of this action.(3)

“On the Day of Resurrection dutiful men and their wives are called
in these words.”

(1) From Surat Al-Nahl ( the Bee) Verses No. 58-59.
(2) From Surat Al-Nissa (The Woman) Verses No. 1.
(3) From Surat Al-Nahl (The Bee) Verse No. 97.
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PROLOGUE

THE Sussect of my discourse is a review of the way in which our
great Islamic religion deals with woman... Is it unjust to her, or
destructive to her ambitions? Does it bar her from contributing to
her own life and having a say in it? Or, on the other hand, does it
elevate her, main.ain her dignity, and guard her against degradation and
the deterioration of her condition?

This, as you know, is a wide subject with many aspects, yet I will
try to be brief so as to save your time and to give an opportunity to
those much more able than myself to discuss it more comprehensively
because it does deserve reiteration and it does need comprehension so
as to be clear to all those who forget and meglect it or are deceived
by facile views and utterances.

WOMAN
IN
OLDEN TIMES

WoMAN never occupied her rightful position during any period
throughout ancient history. Nations differed only in the degree of
neglect and violation of her rights. The last example of this attitude
was that of the Arab Nation before Islam. They buried girls alive
for fear of shame and to avoid having to support them. This was,
indeed, exceedingly cruel. The father deliberately, buried his daughter
alive. She perished under the sand at the hands of her closest relative.

God Almighty said about this:

i. When news is brought
To one of them, of (The birth
of) a female (child), his face
Darkens, and he is filled
with inward grief.

ii. With shame does he hides
Himself from his people
Because of the bad news
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