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Abstract

“The Muslim Women” is a comprehensive book about the
contemporary Muslim women as well as the rulings, problems, religious
verdicts sponianeous to the age and contributions.

The book is divided into eight chapters apart from an introduction
and a conclusion. Chapter 1, “Women’s Statuses and their Social Role”,
involves fourteen delicate points relevant to this topic. Chapter II,
“Rulings of the Muslim Women”, reviews the rulings related to the veil,
primping, the legal restriction concerning women’s practicing work, the
problem of their inheritance and marital intercourse and intimacy.

Chapter III indicates the Muslim Women’s Contributions to
civilization, bearing the mission of the Call, their role in the Islamic
wakefulness and the contemporary developments. Chapter IV pauses at
Muslim women’s rights, whereas Chapter V deals with “The Woman and
the Family” mentioning ideas related to this delicate topic, such as the
family responsibility and construction, children’s rights, personal
situations and women’s practicing of work. Chapter VI, “Dubiosities
about Muslim Women”, mentions the dubieties related to their
inheritance, testimony, state presidency, the man’s right to divorce and
polygamy. Chapter VII, “Legal Verdicts for Women”, discusses suckling,
the unmarriageable companion, the husband’s compulsion of his wife to
quit work, the expenditure of the employee women, the wife’s salary, the
husband’s stipulating for his wife not to work, the wife’s expending from
her salary, the woman’s leading of prayer, the right to elect and nominate
herself and mourning for the dead husband.

Finally, Chapter VIII, “Female Personalities”, concludes the book
giving biographies of Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid, Fatimah al-Zahra'.
Umm Salamah, Umm ‘lmarah and Zaynab Bint Jahsh (Abpwth) as
examples to be followed as regards their participation in life with their
sound opinions and works.
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THE CONTEMPORARY MUSLIM WOMAN
Al-Mar’ah al-Muslimah al-Mu‘asirah
Prof. Dr. Muhammad al-Zuhayli
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