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“the Koran is regarded as above criticism and a work not to be
proved but itself is the standard of merit. The tone of the book is
authoritative and dogmatic throughout, the second chapter opens:
“This is the book in which there is no doubt...”
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“They have never been regarded simply as a literature transmitted
directly from heaven or as so remote from the contem?orary human
condition as to render them immune to critical study”.’
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“In Judaism a supreme religious authority whose decisions bind
all those under its jurisdiction.. known as chief rabbinate. The
prototype of the chief rabbinate was the great Sanhedrin of
Jerusalem which until the destruction of the second Temple in

the year 70 A.d issued I5§islation and interpreted Jewish Law
for all the Jewish people”.*!
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"Halakhah is made up of mitzvot from the Torah as \;/ell as laws

instituted by the rabbis and long-standing customs. All of these
have the status of Jewish law and all are equally binding. The
only difference is that the penalties for violating laws and
customs instituted by the rabbis are less severe than the
penalties for violating Torah law, and laws instituted by the

rabbis can be changed by the rabbis in rare, appropriate

circumstances”.*
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“The most important chief rabbinate today is that in Israel ...its
chief responsibility first granted in 1921 under British rule, is to
handle all cases of personal status( marriage and divorce)”.*
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“This early phase of the Reform movement sought to bring

the external of Judaism into closer harmony with contemporary
European standards of decorum, solemnity and reverence in order
to improve the image of the Jews in the eyes of enlightened
Christians. Reform Judaism was also an attempt to stem the
conversion to Christianity by Jews estranged from the traditional

ritual and frustrated by legal and social discrimination against them
and their children™®
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“.In. Jerusalem, published in 1783, Mendelssohn
defended the validity of Judaism as the inherited faith of the Jews
by defining it as revealed divine legislation and declared himself at
the same time to be a believer in the universal religion of reason, of
which Judaism was but one historical manifestation. Aware that he
was accepted by Gentile society as an "exceptional Jew" who had
embraced Western culture, Mendelssohn's message to his own
community was to become Westemers, to seek out the culture of
the Enlightenment..., many others who began by following
Mendelssohn chose to leave the Jewish faith as the only way to win
full acceptance in the European community of which they felt
themselves a part”.*
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“Despite the general agreement on the primacy of the Bible,
however, Protestants disagree on question of biblical interpretation
and scholarship. Those who accept the results of the higher
criticism the historical and critical study of the Bible that was
developed during the 19® and 20® centuries, are willing to consider
some biblical passage inauthentic and to interpret certain other
passages in a symbolic or allegorical sense. Conservative
Protestants such as Fundamentalism and most Evangelicals insist
on the absolute inerrancy of the Bible not only in question of faith
but also in relevant areas of history, geography and science™”
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death, both to herself and to the entire human race”.82

AT 33550 o by alall 250 8 Jath ade 2SO slT 2y
S sk it 0 0220150 Pols 5 il V3 ey (T
oy Biany sl JS o8 2t e M 3 sy el 30 S
N R R (Y e R PRSP VEATE NS U
o Olaetll By —lady e Wiy om0 OF ) 0L 7 Co0d 03
LS b s T p il culs I g e g (M il e Jaf
3 Al 5 g & gy aaannd (U gy aniy gf il OF Ot )
v oY o o O Ulaas 5 Ll oy Ol

“You Eve are the devil’s gateway ....you are the first deserter of
the divine law. You are she who persuaded him whom the devil
was not valiant enough to attack. You destroyed so easily God's
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“We can hardly speak of her without shame™'®.

199 Karen Armstrong: The Gospel According To Woman, Em Tree Books,
London, 1986, pp 88- 91.

1% _ Martin Luther, Lectures on Genesis, Vol 1 of luther’s Works, trans; George
Schick, ed; Jaroslav Pelikan, St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1958, pp
118-119.
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“By Torah law, a husband is obliged to provide his wife
with food and clothing as required and to engage in sexual
relations at set times. ...the husband is obliged to pay his wife’s
medical bills and her ransom should be taken into captivity. The
Rabbis enacted that the wife is responsible for certain household
tasks and must assume certain responsibility for the support of her
family. The wife’s eamed income as well as the income from her
property, and even lost objects which the wife may find, all belong
to the husband”'®®
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«.. Marriage was transfer of a woman from the power of her

family to that of her husband".169

The Talmud..The Steinsaltz Edition. Commentary by Rabbi 3, ! & _1ed
Adin Stensaltz, ndom house, New York, V11, part 1, p 2.
168 Britanica Cd, Divorce,
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“Under Jewish law, a man can divorce a woman for any reason or
no reason. The Talmud specifically says that a man can divorce a
woman because she spoiled his dinner or simply because he finds
another woman more attractive, and the woman's consent to the

divorce is not required. In fact, Jewish law requires divorce in some

circumstances: when the wife commits a sexual transgression, a

man must divorce her, even if he is inclined to forgive her™.'™
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“The seventh sacrament is matrimony, which is a figure of the

union of Christ, and the Church, according to the words of the
Apostle: This is a great sacrament....”

of 4 o) yﬁdiﬁ\) 181l 2lls e Trent Sl g pest ,\!Tﬁ
B L ggh sl gl o e ey )

““If any one shall say that matrimony is not truly and properly one
of the Seven Sacraments of the Evangelical Law, instituted by
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«(Confession_Penetance) o' by &, «(Chrismation Confirmation) it
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Catholic yclopedia, The Seven S

18 _ Catholic Encyclopedia, Sacrament of Marrige.
'8!_ Britanica CD, The Sacraments.
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Christ our Lord, but was invented in the Church by men, and does

not confer grace, let him be anathema.”
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“Not only is the sacramental character of matrimony without

foundation in Scripture; but the very traditions, which claim such

sacredness for it, are a mere jest ... Marriage may therefore be a

figure of Christ and the Church; it is, however, no Divinely

instituted sacrament, but the invention of men in the Church,
arising from ignorance of the subject."'®
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The poison of snakes and dragons is easier to cure and less
dangerous to men than associating with women. The Church added
its voice to the other assumptions claiming that women originated
devil. Gradually, the perceived inferiority of women became a part

of generally accepted system of life. The Medieval representation
of woman’s nature as evil was survived to enjoy a long life.’”®
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“What was initially regarded as pious behavior subsequently

became an upper class custom that was followed with varying
degrees of strictness in the different Islamic countries”.>"
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“Throughout Islamic history, some daughters of wealthy families
have been favored with a private education in the home. More often
women were excluded form formal education, although women

might serve as patrons or even supervisors of educational
institutions '
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“In the Middle East, the treatment of women provided Europeans
with an excuse to declare the inferiority of Muslims and their
religion, and also justification for Europe’s imperialist and
colonialist policies and practices”.*'®
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“They did not develop traditional Muslim thought from inside to

supply an adequate basis for the new values and institutions”.*2"
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“Islamic modernism suffered from a number of limitations

that affected its development and impact on society... The need of
the modemists to balance old and new in the midst of a rapidly

changing environment made them appear selective and lacking in
conceptual cohesion or methodology for the systematic

interpretation of Islam. Thus, the impact of their writings had some
unexpected results” 3!
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“In seeking to forge a modern indigenous identity, Muslims
generally fall into two camps; liberal reformers, who believe that
combining Islamic tradition with European liberalism is the most
effective way to challenge Western power; and conservatives, who
contend that change will subvert social structures, thereby easing
Western domination. Both camps view women as the key to

reforming or conserving tradition, because of their roles in
maintaining family size, continuity and culture” 326
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“The Egyptian reformers tried to show that it was not the

tents of religion that subordinate women, but rather an incorrect

interpretation of that religion, and corrupt practices and additions
which later contravened the purity of the original faith”.>*
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Alvin J. Schmidt, Ibid, 51-54. Danise Lardner Carmody, Women & World
religions, Prentice Hall Inc, New Jersy, 1989, p. 174.

s e el O 3 M d 3T T 1kl it 3 L0 e A g
i Tt st ¢ 11966 ple 35 LN Loy stall 58 b 3 H N £ sl a0 0 4
Byt G 5is AUaall 3amald ALY M the National Organization for Women & 8
tepsl Qs g gt

Judith A. Sabroskuy, From Rationality to Liberation; The Evaluation of Feminist
Ideology, Greenwood Press, London, 1979, pp. 13-19. Sheila Rowbotham,
Hidden From History, Pluto Press, London, 1973, pp. 36- 65. Elizabeth Janeway,

Man's World, Woman’s Place, William Morrow And Company, New York,
1971, pp. 7- 26.

Aol gt Sl b gl ¢ ot ity SN 550 s n il il
Ladn Uy 50 o +1995/1416

Bt g el il il A3y Wl ) (L5 i in A2 g et - P
Wntey Ly 33 (1993 25 05301 ol bdm ) Sl p 5 g 2 ot

210



Opdy G iy ki S Pl gh g iy ARSI TS A 4e
3 Ly o sy oLl Byl o g By ool ST 1241 3
Lol A o 2 el Bl

el dld bl r daadl ) (s il G Ly o 8y
W Ly kel OB Caze @ g A SN WY e by ) S
el o0 Gt WY1 e 3 e by Lees (s plel &l 2 3Y 3y
Ly Joe o 3l Gy L s aldle 3aSy Jf 21945 1
L ot ol dggdl oy oYYl f L 3 Al ol el BT
D L ST RC PR L WLV U PP RUPL R L IR
A ety
e tet Ay it B0 ol W sRall b jlall o St S s B
L By e e By geiles Dby Ay W1 BdEAY § oy a6l §
gl ey DB e oy g o ey ASEDy T
o Ay sl 553 By ) dekidl 3 Byl ey O BTy el
A Bl e 5 el ol By L Euy5 e
3 by ol i o bl el i sy QK 3 a0 s
Dbl G St 01680 ple 1) Do jetnly St sk a2
R Calt CATIT RETY F PR NSTER PR PR R Lp
.¢1914
PEETE SP° N R PSTVRVE IEY TR INCEI L I USRS EH P T e
GG 0 65 Y1y ekt L 1S gty S gy 16Ty 8,2 2 S
0555 OF 2 2 ks Sbanzt 3 ULy Lo ey b e i AS 4

211



L) s § Gl g J) BAs Belaim Wy G 2 e gl
A 5l g ol
Bl o padedl Jany STl 3 LA o Y U e Ly
BN oy b iy el o gl dald G Y
LV - SR EPR S g

A e o o9, gt Jm ) pea sy Y g0 5 A
P S Uy P PU BT RE RV FEICERN R
byt Ul 1550 WS gl 3 sl e gl N ALY
lladd Lo (LW ool ool a2 158 i Ui ey Sam el
A HISI S WA
“They have preconceived notions about European society,
and idealized the seeming freedoms women enjoyed there. They
neither knew the European abuses from which European women
suffered, nor did they have any understanding of the plight of

women in their own societies. They tacitly blamed Islam for many
of the ills from which women suffered"™**
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“The movement is generally said to have begun in the 18th century
as people increasingly came to believe that women were treated
unfairly under the law. The feminist movement is rooted in the
West and especially in the reform movement of the 19th
century™,
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“Despite the general agreement on the primacy of the Bible,
however, Protestants disagree on question of biblical interpretation
and scholarship. Those who accept the results of the “higher
criticism” the historical and critical study of the bible that was
developed during the 19™ and 20" centuries, are willing to consider
some biblical passage inauthentic and to interpret certain other
passages in a symbolic or allegorical sense. Conservative
Protestants such as Fundamentalism and most Evangelicals insist
on the absolute inerrancy of the Bible not only in question of faith
but also in relevant areas of history, geography and science.”*®
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“These Protestants attempted to fmd new interpretations of
religious experience and an understanding of history that could
accommodate the implications of the theory of evolution ..To a
large extent, they denied literal inspiration of the Bible and the
historicity of the Jesus Christ of the Gospels. They stressed ethical
and moral behavior rather than adherence to formal creeds as essential
to Christian life."**®
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was deemed to be the meaning of the individual person who said of
wrote something: his or her intention “*°
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