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with probity and spontaneity, without tensions, and
with no embarrassment or fear of communal contact.

Islam wants Women to put their mind and efforts at
the services of society. As for their bodies, this is
something of no consequence to society and should not
even be a subject for debate. Hijab is merely a question
of identity and belonging, just as saris are for Indians.

The Muslim Brotherhood engaged in military
activities when the country was under occupation. This
1s a historical fact, but there 1s no room for its
repetition in a country governed by its own citizens,
regardless of how divergent they may be in opinions
and attitudes.
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The Islamic path to reform

The concept of comprehensive reform that the
Islamic current and the Muslim Brotherhood seek to
promote 1is one that involves the sustainable
development of man, state and society. It is based on
freedom, which is a right for all.

Education should be modem and stimulate
creativity, not just memory. Concerning the economy.
We need to introduce a fair distribution of income
while encouraging the development of human
capacities. Not only do we need to create jobs but also
a social security safety net. Encouraging small
businesses is one way of creating more jobs.

The nation should have string civic institutions to
protect its rights, including syndicates, non-
governmental organizations, and a free press. Also, our
administrative apparatus will need to be rehabilitated
and modernized.

Citizenship is the basis of life in a democratic
society. Every citizen is equal to all others, regardless
of doctrinal differences. Citizens should choose their
government through free and fair elections.

There is only one Islam, and it applies to both men
and women. A healthy society is one in which all
individuals, regardless of gender, are entitled to act
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its stability. The wise have to realize that
comprehensive reform should not be treated as an issue
of "security".

It remains our duty to create new realities on the
ground, and prevent hypocrites and opportunities from
meddling with them.
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Towards freedom's light

I remain convinced that peaceful marches and
civilized demonstrations are the highest
accomplishment of civilized society and conclusive
evidence of its vitality and strength.

Egyptians have never ceased in their demands for
comprehensive reform. The most important step
towards reform is banning the monopoly of power, as
experience tells us that this is the greatest disaster that
can befall a nation. Such experience generated
constitutions decreeing that any ruler has to be elected
directly by the people and for no longer than two
consecutive terms. Is that more than Egyptians
deserve?

At this critical moment, as dreams of empire grip
American rulers, we must join hands and summon up
our courage. Our enemies want to control our future
and our children's future. They wants us eat, read and
pray as they see fit. Their pretext is "reform", but we
all know this is not true. They want to destabilize our
region, then slowly drip-feed us new ideas, concepts
and values until we can't help but agree.

We hope that Egypt survives this worrying time,
peacefully and calmly. Egyptians, and foremost
amongst them the Muslim Brotherhood and nationalist
forces, are a civilized people rooted in their history and
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