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Adams, Robert. 1965. Land behind Baghdad. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
This is a description of Baghdad and its hinterland during the decades
before the Mongol invasion that demonstrates that the decline in this city’s
fortunes had begun long before the arrival of Hiilegii.

Allsen, Thomas. 1987. Mongol Imperialism: The Policies of the Grand Qan Mongke
1251-1259. Los Angeles: University of California Press. This is an important
analysis of the split in the Mongol ruling family and the development of the
Tuluids under Mongke.

——. 1989. “Mongolian Princes and Their Merchant Partners 1200-1260." Asia
Major 2: 82-126 Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. Allsen investi-
gates the relationship between merchants and their royal financial backers
and demonstrates the close links between the Mongols and international
commerce. :

—— 1997. Commodity and Exchange in the Mongo!l Empire: A Cultural History of
Islamic Textiles. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. This important
study shows the crucial role that precious fabrics, and gold cloth in particu-
lar, played in the expansion and development of the Mongol Empire.

—— 2001. Culture and Conquest in Mongol Eurasia. Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. Allsen’s study of Iran and China focuses on the roles of the
Mongol Yiian official Bolad Aqa and the Persian II-Khanid minister Rashid
al-Din. He demonstrates just how involved the Mongols became in the



Jall pae 360

the Qara Khitai established strong and peaceful relations with the Muslims
of the region. With the publication of this scholarly study, the Qara Khitai
should enter the consciousness of the more general reading public.

——.2000. A Fight between the Mongols: The Battle of Herat (1270). Jerusalem: Insti-
tute of Advanced Studies, Hebrew' University of Jerusalem. This short
paper is an excellent model for students interested in probing deeper into
the details of Mongol history.

—— 1997. Quidu and the Rise of the Independent Mongol State in Central Asia.
Richmond, U.K.: Curzon Press. A usefu] and readable portrait of a little-
known figure and an analysis of an under-studied area of Mongol history,
Michal Biran’s book would be welcomed by students wanting new, rela-
tively untouched territory to further their studies.

Boase, T.S.R., ed. 1978. The Cilician Kingdom of Armenia. Edinburgh: Scottish Aca-
demic Press. The Armenians of Cilicia were early and willing allies of
the approaching Mongols. The Armenians are a good example of a small
kingdom that opted to cooperate rather than oppose the invaders, and
they even tried to recruit their fellow Christians in Europe and in Palestine
to join them.

Bosworth, C.E. 1996. The New Islamic Dynasties. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University
Press. This reference book is a must for any student interested in Islamic
political history.

Bowman, John, and J. A. Thompson. 1966. “The Monastry-church of Bar Hebraeus
at Maragheh in West Azerbaijan.” Abr-Nahrain 5. Department of Semitic
Studies, University of Melbourne.

Boyle, J. A. 1968. The Cambridge History of Iran. Vol. 5. Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. This work contains the standard studies of the Mongol period
in Western Asia.

—— 1977. The Mongol World Empire 1206-1370. Aldershot, U.K.: Variorum
Reprints. This book collects various papers of the late John Boyle from Man-
chester University and covers all aspects of Mongol society and politics.
Boyle is most famous for his linguistic expertise and his translations from
various Asian languages.

Browne, Edward G. 1915. A Literary History of Persia. Vol. 2, From Firdawsi to Sa‘di.
London: Unwin.

—— 1920. A Literary History of Persia. Vol. 3, Persian Literature under Tartar Domi-
nation 1265-1502. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Both of these
volumes by Browne, two from a four-volume work, provide a wonderful
introduction to the Mongol period. Though no Mongol apologist, Browne
gives an entirely different perspective on the Mongol period in his transla-
tions from the Persian. At one stage, Persian was almost the lingua franca
of the Mongol Empire, and Iranians held important positions in admin-
istration, commerce, and cultural life throughout the empire. Browne has
put together an excellent collection of translations and extracts from a wide
variety of sources. These books have recently been reprinted.

Bruijn, J.T.P. de. 1997. Persian Sufi Poetry: An Introduction to the Mystical Use of
Classical Poems. Richmond, U.K.: Curzon Press. The Mongol period saw
an upsurge in the popularity of Sufism in western Asia, central Asia, and
beyond. For those interested in this aspect of Mongol rule, this book is a
valuable introduction.

Twitter: @ketab_n
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transfer of culture between the different parts of their empire and shows
that their role was very much proactive and directional at all levels of the
administration and government. Allsen is able to draw on his knowledge
of both western Asian and eastern Asian languages to investigate much pri-
mary source material never before so intimately compared. A review of this
book in the Bulletin of the School of Oriental & African Studies states, “Any
new publication by Thomas T. Allsen is justly followed by ripples of excite-
ment. ... A new book excites those ripples to tidal proportions” (George
Lane, “Culture and Conquest in Mongol Eurasia,” Bulletin of the School of
Oriental & African Studies 65 [2002): 411-12).

Amitai, Reuven, and Michal Biran, eds. 2005. Mongols, Turks, and Others: Eurasian
Nomads and the Sedentary World. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill. This is an excel-
lent collection of articles from many of the big names in the world of Mon-
gol studies, including Morgan, Jackson, Endicott, Khazanov, Manz, and
others.

Amitai-Preiss, Reuven. 1995. Mongols and Mamluks: The Mamluk-1lkhanid War 1260~
1281. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Amitai-Preiss gives a detailed
breakdown of the wars between the Mamluks of Egypt, who stopped
the Mongols’ conquest of the whole Islamic world, and the Il-Khanids, or
Mongols, of Iran.

——— “The Conversion of Tegiider Ilkhan to Islam.” 2001. Jerusalem Studies in Ara-
bic and Islam 25: 15-43. Tegiidar was the first of the Iranian Mongols to con-
vert to Islam, although the rest of his court did not follow his example. This
is a very interesting and informative study of Tegiidar’s short reign.-

—— 1995-97. “Hilegii and the Ayyubid Lord of Transjordan.” Archivum Eurasiae
Medii Aevi 9.

—— 1999. “Sufis and Shamans.” Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orient
17 (1): 2747.

Ball, Warwick. 1976. “Two Aspects of Iranian Buddhism.” Bulletin of the Asian
Institute of Pahlavi University 1-4.

—— 1979. “The Imamzadeh Ma’sum at Vardjovi: A Rock-cut Il-Khanid Complex
Near Maragheh.” Archaeologische Mitteilungen aus Iran 12.

Barthold, V.V, trans., and T. Minorsky. 1968. Turkestan down to the Mongol Invasion.
London: Luzac. This study is a classic and explores in depth the historical
development of the Turkish steppe people and Central Asija. Its central
subject is the land of Turkestan before and after the Mongol invasions.

Bedrosian, Robert. 1979. The Turco-Mongol Invasions and the Lords of Armenia in
the 13th—14th Centuries. Long Branch, N.J.: Sources of the Armenian Tradi-
tion. Available at: http://rbedrosian.com/hsrces.html. Robert Bedrosian has
made his doctoral dissertation available on the Internet as well as in hard
copy and provides the most welcome translation of the medieval Armenian
sources. His dissertation contains many translabons of sources unavailable
elsewhere.

Biran, Michal. 2005. The Empire of the Qara Khitai in Eurasian History. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. This extremely important book is the defini-
tive account of the precursors of the Mongols, the Qara Khitai. It has some-
times been said that the coming of the Qara Khitai from Northemn China to
Central Asia circa 1125-30 was the first Mongol invasion. It differed from
the invasion of the Chinggisids in that it was relatively peaceful and that
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community in Mongol-ruled Iran. Though it is rather clichéd and dated in
its portrayal of the Mongols, the book contains some valuable insights into
life in Mongol Iran and how the secretive Ismaili community managed to
survive and prosper against considerable odds.

Endicott-West, Elizabeth. 1986. “Imperial Governance in Yiian Times.” Harvard
Journal of Asiatic Studies 46 (2): 523-49. For serious students of the Mongols
in China, Endicott-West is indispensable.

Fischel, Walter J. 1937. Jews in the Economic and Political Life of Mediaeval Islam.
London: Royal Asiatic Society Press. The Jews were far more active and
influential in western Asia during the medieval period than they are given
credit for.

Fletcher, Joseph. 1986. “The Mongols: Ecological and Social Perspectives.” Harvard
Journal of Asiatic Studies 46 (1): 11-50. This paper has now become an oft-
quoted classic. Lucidly and simply explained, it puts the Mongols in his-
torical, political, and even anthropological context. This is a must for all
students of the Mongols.

Foltz, Richard. 1999. “Ecumenical mischief under the Mongols.” Central Asiatic
Journal 43: 42-69.

Fiey, ]. M. 1975. Chrétiens Syriaques sous les Mongols. Louvain: Secrétariat du
Corpus SCO

——. 1975, “Iconographie Syriaque Hulagu, Doquz Khatun ... six Ambons,” Le
Museon 88,

Franke, Herbert. 1978. From Tribal Chieftain to Universal Emperor and God: The Legit-
imation of the Yiian Dynasty. Munich: Verlag der Bayerischen Akademie
der Wissenschaften. Herbert Frank has written widely on the Mongols
and is a recognized expert. In this book he discusses the question of legiti-
macy.

Galstyan, A.G. 1975. “The Conquest of Armenia by the Mongol Armies,” trans.
R. Bedrosian. The Armenian Review 27: 4-108.

—— 1976. “The First Armeno-Mongol Negotiations.” The Armenian Review 29:
1-113. These studies examine the relationship of both the Caucasian and
Cilician Armenians with the Mongols.

Gibb, H.A R., ].H. Kramer, J. Schacht, and F. Levi-Provengal, eds. 1960. The Fncy-
clopaedia of Islam. New ed. Leiden, Netherlands: Luzac and Brill. This is a
comprehensive and useful reference work.

Gibbons, Edward. 1910. Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. London: Everyman’s
Library. 6 vols.

Golden, Peter B. 1992. An Introduction to the History of the Turkic Peoples. Wiesbaden,
Germany: Otto Harrassowitz.

—— 2003. Nomads and Their Neighbours in the Russian Steppe. Aldershot, U.K.:
Variorum Reprints, Ashgate. Peter Golden’s book is an excellent starting
point for students embarking on the study of the Turkic and steppe peoples
of central Asia. The Variorum collection includes some key papers on the

people from the steppe.

Grousset, Rene. 1991. The Empire of the Steppes, trans. Naomi Walford. New Bruns-
wick, N J.: Rutgers University Press. This book has become a modern dassic
and puts the Mongol years into the perspective of steppe empires.

Gumilev, L.N. 1987. Searches for an Imaginary Kingdom: The Legend of the Kingdom of
Prester John. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. An unusual work but

full of valuable research and insights.
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Burman, Edward. 1987. The Assassins: Holy Killers of Islam. London: Crucible.
Another contribution to the study of this medieval sect.

Cahen, Claude. 1968. Pre-Ottoman Turkey, trans. J. Jones-Williams. Londom:
Sidgwick & Jackson.

—— 2001. The Formation of Turkey, trans. and ed. P.M. Holt. London: Longman.
These two books by Cahen provide a vivid picture of Anatolia (Turkey)
before the coming of the Ottomans. The second book concentrates more on
the Mongol period.

Chambers, James. 1979. The Devil’s Horsemen. London: Book Club Associates. This
classic is a very readable study of the Mongol invasion of Eastern Europe
and Russia. It paints a vivid picture of the early Mongo!l invaders and gives
a balanced account of their impact on Russia and its neighbors. This is an
excellent introduction to the history of the Mongols.

Chaudhuri, K. N. 1985. Trade and Civilisation in the Indian Ocean: An Economic History
from the Rise of Islam to 1750. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Trade
in the Indian Ocean is often seen as peripheral to the study of the Mongols.
This study proves otherwise and puts the events of the thirteenth century
into context.

Ch’en, Paul Heng-chao. 1979. Chinese Legal Tradition under the Mongols: The Code of
1291 as Reconstructed. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. A detailed
study of Mongol law as practiced under the Yiian administration.

Ch'en Yiian. 1966. Western and Central Asians in China under the Mongols, trans. and
annotated by Ch’ien Hsing-hai. Monumenta Serica Monograph, no. 15. Los
Angeles: University of California Press. The Yiian dynasty attracted visitors
from Europe and western Asia to its fabulous courts. This is a book written
from a Chinese perspective.

Cleaves, Francis Woodman. 1954. “A Medical Practice of the Mongols in the Thir-
teenth Century.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 17 (¥ December): 428-44

Cramer, Marc. 2003. Imperial Mongolian Cooking: Recipes from the kingdoms of Geng-
his Khan. New York: Hippocrene Books. This little book contains a wide
range of dishes from the four main ulus of the Mongol Empire. The recipes
have been adapted to modern times so the ingredients should all be easily
accessible.

Dabashi, Hamid. 1996. “The Philosopher/Vizier: Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tasi and
the Ismarilis.” In Mediseval Ismacili History and Thought, ed. F. Daftary, 231-
246 Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. This is an interesting and
thought-provoking study of Tusi.

Daftary, Farhad. 1966. Medigeval Isma‘ili History and Thought. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

—— 1990. The Isma<ilis: Their History and Doctrines. Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press. Daftary has written the definitive study of this Muslim sect.

—— 1994. The Assassin Legends: The Myths of the Isma‘ilis. London: Taurus. Daf-
tary’s study clears up many of the misconceptions and myths about the
medieval Isma‘ilis. He explains why they became known as the Assassins.

DeWeese, Devin. 1994. Islamization and Native Religion in the Golden Horde. Univer-
sity Park: Pennsylvania State University Press. This book is interesting for
its study of the process of Islamjzation and its research into the nature of
religion in the Golden Horde.

Eboo Jamal, Nadia. 2002. Surviving the Mongols. London: Institute of Ismaili Stud-
ies, . B. Tauris. This is an interesting account of the survival of the Ismaili
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Howorth is an excellent introduction to history based directly on primary
source material.

Humphreys, R. Stephen. 1977. From Saladin to the Mongols. Albany: State University
of New York Press. This is the Mongols as seen from an Arab perspective.

Ipsiroglu, M.S. 1967. Painting and Culture of the Mongols, trans. E.D. Philips.
London: Thames and Hudson. This book contains a large collection of
little-known artworks from the Mongol era that often depict the daily life
of ordinary Mongols.

Irwin, Robert. 1986. The Middle East in the Middle Ages: The Early Mamluk Sultanate
1250-1382. Carbondale: Southern Illinois Press.

——— 1989. The Age of Calamity a.p. 1300-1400. Amsterdam: Time-Life Books. Rob-
ert Irwin’s study of the Mamluks presents the Arab world at the time of the
Mongols. His chapter on Timurlane in the Time-Life book is included with
other pieces concerned with the Mongol conquests.

Jackson, Peter. 1978. “The Dissolution of the Mongol Empire.” Central Asiatic
Journal 32; 186-243.

———— 2000. “The State of Research: The Mongol Empire, 1986-1999.” Journal of
Mediaeval History 26 (2): 189-210.

——.2005. The Mongols and the West, 1221~1410. London: Longman. Peter Jackson’s
study of the breakup of the Mongo! Empire is already a classic and the
basis of most other studies and research on this subject. His work cannot
be ignored. Jackson'’s latest book retains his distinctive eye for detail and
exhaustive investigation and will become an indispensable volume in any
library of the Mongols.

Jay, Jennifer W. 1991. A Change in Dynasties: Loyalism in Thirteenth-Century Ching.
Bellingham: Western Washington. Jennifer Jay studies the Sung Chinese
loyalists and their attempts to resist cooperating with the Mongol Yiian
dynasty.

Karamustafa, Ahmet. 1994. God’s Unruly Friends. Salt Lake City: University of Utah
Press. A detailed and scholarly study of the wandering dervishes, qalandars,
and other eccentrics who populated medieval Persia.

Khazanov, Anatoly M. 1994. Nomads and the Outside World. Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press. This is a collection of essays and papers concerned with
Mongol society and its interaction with its sedentary neighbors. The collection
includes work by Peter Golden, Reuven Amitai-Preiss, and Thomas Allsen.

Kohlberg, Etan. 1992. A Mediaeval Muslim Scholar at Work: Ibn Tawwus and his
Library. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill.

Komaroff, Linda, and Stefano Carboni, eds. 2002. The Legacy of Genghis Khan:
Courtly Art and Culture in Western Asia 1256-1353. New York: Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art. This long-overdue contribution to the field of Mongol
studies is a lavishly illustrated book, rich in writing as well as pictures, that
makes the case for a serious reassessment of the Mongol epoch. It would
be difficult to view the Mongols as barbarian invaders after viewing the
wealth and diversity of their culturai contributions and their patronage of
the artistic life of their subject peoples.

Koprulu, Mehmed Fuad. 1992. The Seljuks of Anatolia. Their History and Culture
According to Local Muslim Sources, trans. Gary Leiser. Salt Lake City:
University of Utah Press.
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Halperin, Charles J. 1983. “Russia in the Mongol Empire in Comparative
Perspective.” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 46 (2): 239-61. This article
examines the Mongol conquests from a Russian point of view.

—— 1986. The Tatar Yoke. Columbus, Ohio: Slavica. Halperin examines the rea-
sons behind the reluctance of Russian writers to deal with the Mongol dom-
ination of Russia.

——. 2000. “The Kipchak Connection: The Ilkhans, the Mamluks and Ayn Jalut.”
Bulletin of the School of Oriental & African Studies 63 (pt. 2): 229-245. This
is a survey of events to the south in Iran and Syria from the view of the
Golden Horde.

de Hartog, Leo. 1989. Genghis Khan: Conqueror of the World. London: Taurus.

. 1996. Russia and the Mongol Yoke: The History of the Russian Principalities and
the Golden Horde, 1221-1502. London: British Academic Press, Taurus. De
Hartog has written two very readable accounts, though the second study
takes the traditional Russian view of the Mongol years. His book on Ching-
gis Khan is thoroughly researched, very readable, and clearly presented.

Hawting, G.R. 2005. Muslims, Mongols, and Crusades. London: RoutledgeCurzon.
This is a useful collection of articles published by SOAS [School of Oriental
and African Studies], part of the University of London, which is con-
cerned with the Mongols. The collection includes such articles as Joseph
de Somogyi's 1933 translation and analysis of an Arabic poem written as a
reaction to the destruction of Baghdad.

Heissig, W. 2000. The Religions of Mongolia. 3rd ed., trans. Geoffrey Samuel. London:
Kegan Paul. This book provides an excellent general background of religion
and the medieval Mongols.

Heywood, Colin. 1999. “Filling the Black Hole?: the Emergence of the Bithynian
Atamanates 1298-1304.” Yeni Turkiye Dergisi, 1-10. Colin Heywood out-
lines his ideas concerning the origins of the Ottomans. He explains how the
collapse of the Noghai Khanate in the eastern Balkans coincided with the
appearance of an ambitious and militant tribe in western Anatolia. Vari-
ous large movements of people and tents are mentioned in various sources
and nowhere is it adequately explained what became of the ulus Noghai.
Heywood has discovered no unequivocal evidence that binds these various
events together, but his theories are convincing.

Howorth, Henry H. 1965. History of the Mongols from the 9th to the 19th Century.
4 vols. New York: Burt Francis. This four-volume work is an immense
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