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1) AAAS: Les Annales Archaeologiquse Arabs Syriennes.
2) AJA: American Journal of Archaeology.

3) ANET: Ancient Near Eastern Texts. By Pritchard, J, (New
Jersey, 1969).

4) ASAE: Annales du Service des Antiquites de I’Egypte.

5) CDEA: Concise Dictionary Egyptian Archaeology. By Brodrick,
M. and Morton, A., (London, 1945).

6) DE: Discussions in Egyptology.

7) ER: Egyptian Religion.

8) JARCE:Journal of the American Research center in Egypt.
9) JEA: Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.

10) JNES: Journal of Near Eastern Studies.

11) LA: Lexikon Der Egyptology.

12) LEM:Larousse Encyclopedia of Mythology by Graves, R.
(London, 1964).

13) MIFAO: Memoirs publies par les Membres de I’Institut

Francais d’Archeolodie Orientale.
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OLZ: Orientalistische Litersturzeitung.

RAECSPE: The Religion of the ancient Egyptians cognitive

Structures and Popular Expressions.
RAE: Religion of Ancient Egypt.

SEJAA: Sudan Electronic Journal of Archaeology and
Anthropology.
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ABSTRACT

Religion did not influence on civilization as it acted upon the
Ancient Egyptian civilization. It is considered as the first Motive to
establish this civilization. There is no nation upon Which Religion
Produced an effect in every respect of life as it did in the life of the

ancient Egyptians.

As every religion, whether it is heavenly or Positional (man —
made) is based on gods in the positional religion and God in the
heavenly sense, places of worship, worshipers to win the

satisfaction of god. Vicars, and Rituals.

Since gods represent the essential pillar in every religion, the
subject the society of gods in the ancient Egyptian Religion is
selected. It aims at studying the Egyptian gods to know their

characteristics and tasks.

The study of the ancient Egyptian gods clearly shows the
intellectual development of the ancient Egyptians through the
gradation of gods the stage of the perfect animal symbols to the
stage of giving the animal part of the human being as it is shown in (

Palette of Narmer) as the hawk , which stands for Horus , is given

a human hand to approach reality, when it in traduces. The
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Northerns to the King. later on , this gods is given the form of a

perfect human being with head of a hawk .

Similarly , then is the gradation of gods from the stage in
which gods were kings on the Earth , living as the human beings
and practicing the human behavior to the stage of raising gods to
heaven and giving them the universal trait of reigning over the Earth

and everything upon it .

The ancient Egyptian gods are generally divided into three
kinds:

The first kind includes the universal gods which were
representing the main elements of the universe such as Re (the god

of sun) , Nut (the god of the sky) , Geb (the god of The Earth) , and
Khans (the god of the moon ).... Etc.

The second kind includes the formal gods of the state which
were local gods. Each one of them is assigned to a province or a
territory or it represents a power or phenomenon which clearly in
flunkies the territory in which the worship of this god prevails. This
kind of gods pusses through a stage of struggle similar to a political
conflict among the towns of ancient Egypt before the age of

dynasties.
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Each town aspired to enhance the importance of its god. the
famous gods of the territories are: (Horus , set. Khonom , montu and

Amen .... etc)

The third kind includes the secondary gods which mene called
so because their tasks did not parallel those of the first and second

kind such as Bes and Seshat.

As for the method of research, the scientific material requires

that this study should fall into five chapters. They are:

Chapter One: deals with the Geographical environment and its
influence on the society of gods .It is subdivided into three titles:
The heavenly phenomena, the earthly phenomena, and animals. In
this chapter, the study of the influence of the geographical
environment on the Egyptian gods according to functions, form, and

names ...etc. is done.

Chapter Tow: disentitled “The creation of the universe and the
existence of gods in the ancient Egyptian religion. It deal with the
creation of the universe in accordance with the myths of creation in

ancient Egypt which are arranged as in the following:-
1. The myth of Heliopoles

2. The myth of menphes
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3. The myth of El-Ashomonin
4. The myth of Thebas

This chapter also deals with the creation of man in all these

myths of creation.

Chapter Three: manifestation of the life in the Egyptian gods
“is devoted to trace the origin of the word “God” names of gods
their costumes and food. God and magic as well as gods and moral

are also touched upon.

Chapter four: is entitled “the mutual influences gods and the
gods of the adjacent regions. The influence of the Iraqi gods on the
Egyptian gods is also introduced.

Chapter five is entitled “gods of death and the afterlife world
this chapter deals with the attitude of the ancient Egyptians to death
in addition to the subject of mummification, the role of gods, rituals
of burial, the trial of the dead, the divine court and the most well-

known god are all presented in this chapter.

Abbas Ali Al —-Hussain
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