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Here With a Little Bread beneath the Bough,
A Flask of Wine, a Book of Verse - and Thou
Beside me singing in the Wilderness -
Oh, Wildermness were Paradise enowt!
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‘Think,in this batter’d Caravanserai

Whose Portals are alternate Night and Day,
How Sultdn after Sultdn with his Pomp
Abode his destin’d Hour,and went his way.
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They say the Lion and the Lizard keep

The Courts Where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep:
And Bahrdm, that great Hunier - the Wild Ass
Stamps o’er his Head, but cannot break his Sleep.
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I sometimes think that never blows so red
The Rose as Where some buried Ca’sar bled;

That every Hyacinth the Garden Wears
Dropt in her Lap From some once lovely Head
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And this delightful Herb whose living Green
Fledges the River's Lip on Which We lean-

Ah, lean upon it lightly! for who knows
From what once lovely Lip it springs unscen!
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Alike for those who for To-day prepare,

And those that after some To-morrow stare,

A Muezzin from the Tower of Darkness cries,
«Fooist your Reward is neither Here nor Therel»

*

Why,ali the Saints and Sages who discuss'd

Of the Two Worlds so learnedly, are thrust

Like foolish Prophets forth; their Words to Scorn
Are scatter'd, and their Mouths are stop with Dust,
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For I remember stopping by the way
To wathch a Potter thumping his wet Clay:

And with its ali - obliterated Tongue
1t murmur’d - «Gently, Brother,gently, prayi»
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As under cover of departing Day

Slunk hunger - stricken Ramazin away

Once more within the Potler's house alone

I stood, surrounded by the Shapes of Clay.
*

Thus with the Dead as with the Living, What?
And Why? so ready, but the Wherefor not,
One on a sudden pecvishly exclaim’d,

«Which is the Potter,pray, and which the Pot?»
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Another said, «Why, nc’er a peevish Boy

Would break the Cup from which he drank in Joy;
Shall He that of his own free fancy made

The Vessel, in an after-rage destroyls

el gt ()

- YOA.



“ Y/ -

otz pitn 08 o8 a0 el by s Lt B gl oK
djchﬂ-ﬂg@wfﬁjtﬁmiﬁﬂg&dg&i ‘-;.5%“.-?‘
T b diE
*

None answer’d this; but after silence spake
Some Vessel of a more ungainly Make;
«They sneer at me for leaning all awry;
What! did the Hand then of Potter shake?»
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«Welil,» said another, «Whoso will, let try,
My Ciay with long oblivion is gone dry:
But,Fill me with the old familiar Juice,
Methinks I might recover by-and-byel»
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Ah,with the Grape my fading Life provide,
And Wash my Body whence the Life has died,
And lay me, shrouded in living Leaf,

By some not unfrequented Garden - side.
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