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After Beek, M. Atlas of Mesopotamia, Nelzon, 1062,
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ABSTRACT

The thesis eniitled, “Nebuchaduezzer 11 604-562. B.(.” has been devoted to the study of
this well-known king of ancient Mesopotamia whose fame wag inmovialized in virture of his mili-
tary genius, building accomplishments and ambition. His efforts in establishing what is called
the New Babylonian Dynasty (The Chaldean) 626-538 B.C. are far-reaching. An objective and
documented study of this monarch is of quite importance in order to present a real historical
picture of him based ou what is available now of his person and carecr cmid the controversial
and falge data which was handed down about him mainly through the Old Testament and
Jewish writings.

The gtudy consists of four chapiers

The firgt surveys the sources used being clagsified according to its nature and significance
into two main kinds; Primary e.z. the cuneiformtexts of all kinds and the archaeoclogical reports
of the excavations undertaken particularly in Babylon in order to show the work achieved
during Nebuchadnezzer’s time. Secondary, which included the information about him gathered
from the Classical (Greco - Roman sources), the Old Testament, the Jewish writings and mate-
rial submitted by Arab historians. While Jewisch sources gave a fabricated and unaceepted in-
formation about him, the Arab historians in geuneral followed either Jewish or Persian sour-
ceg concerning him.

The second chapter deals with the origin of the Chaldaen Dynasty, the route their tribes
took to Southern Mesopotamia together with their abodes therein, and ihe political move-
ments from the seventh century B.C. until the death of Nabupalasser in 604 B.C.

The third chapter takes the name of Nebuchadnezzer, his family, and the circurostances
precceded his accession to the throne after his father's death.

The fourth chapter discusses the career of MNebuchaduezzar as an army leacer and states-
man. Here all his military campaigns are studied with a complete coverage to the Babylonian
exile and the problems it entailed. The second part of this chapter was given to the administra-
tion in Nebuchadnezzar's time, its centre, the King's authority and the temple’s role, while
the third part discusses the building activities of the period mainely in hig capital, Babylon.
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AUSTRIAN ARCHAROLOGICAL EXPEDITION T0 RAQ

Pry. Helza Trenkwalder

tnstitut fily Sprachen und Kulturen
dew Albea Orients der

Universitht Innshruek

Heehongasse 1

: wele, 9577 108
A-BOZ Tnnsbruek Innsbruck, 25.7.1980.

Miss

Hayat I. Mohammad
Baghdad University
College of Arts
Archaeological Department

Dear Miss Havat,

Unfortunately I was not able to write earlier as we had too much work this vear at university.
Your were asking me about the meaning of apadana and I will try to explain it by the following
Tines

apadiana @ a) archaeological evidence : in Persian architecture it means an ‘audience hall’; it is
a hall with columng, with corner-towers and between them colonnades. 'I'he most
typical example is the Apadana in Pearsepolis.

b) philological evidence : the word apadana with the meaning “palace” ig Persian
and is to be analysed as

apa (verbal prefix, “from, away”) -+ da (Verb, “to make, to put, to create’” (Her-
hert Cushing Tolman, Ancient Persian Lexicon, the Vanderbilt Series, 1968, . G
§v. apa, apaddna; P. 98 sv. di; vgl. Christian Bartholomae, Altiranisches Wor-
terbuch, Berlin 1961, P, 74 g.v. apa-dina ‘“Schlof3, Palast” (Le. “castie, palace™)

The apadana has nothing to do with the following text which has been misunderstood.
The text reads as follows: 60 ammat ap-pa (var.-pi) DA. NUM ana UD. KiB. NUN. K1 aksurma
"1 mnde 4 strong levee 60 cubits (wide?) along the Euphrates (and thus created dry land)’.
This text belongs to the time of Nebukadnezzer and is published in : Vorderasiatische Ribliothek
(VAR) 4 118 iii 16, cited from CAD (Chicago Assyrian Dictionary) vol. 1 part IT P. 189 a) s.v.
appu A) In this text appu is Akkadian and hag the meaning: “spur of land (made artificially),
caussway: DA, NUM s to be understood as a special writing for the Akkadian dannum
Yalrong” As you can see clearly, the appu DA.NUM in the above cited text of Nebukadnewss
has nothing to do and must not he mixed with the Persian apadana!!!
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