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His Holness Ppe John Paul §,
The Vaticen, Rome, lialy.

Dear Brother n Humanity,

Porce Ve apon you nd 1 Gachrce ol
sace be wpon you, wdance of God and 0 you,
il irlosiy X HelWharey §58p00 you, your
Sice. you are the head and spiritual leader of hundredf ol
Jesus Chrut (Peace be upon ham} n the Roman Catholc C
been commanded by God Almeghty n the Holy Quran © cal D}wunhoul
the One, True God, and to oty Him, m fuliment of that duty, | am obliged to sddress
you; and the reason | address you, ® that you are the leader of the Chratians, and it is
nuely Sme for me 10 call You 10 lslam, and to irwte you 10 enter [shm n accordance
with what God has ordered, snd n harmony with what Jesus had ordaned, and all the
prophets belore him, which wa commanly accept Therdare, ¢ = my, duty to ask you to
ombrace the Deen of iam

Howewer, we realise that, because of your upbringing and education in the context of
the Cathobc farth, whech has in it certamn elements that contradct this Fnal Revelation,
n wd be necessary for you ko clanfy your ntellect and your haart, and to be satisfied,
bedore you embrace lslam. To ths end we rwite you to have diaiogue with Ls on those
matters that inhitet you from accepting the tuth o blam

Furthermore, you have evinced a deswe 10 have dalogues, which has been wel-
publicsed when you went 10 Turkey, you expremad yousr desue to have dalogues wath
Mumhiru, then, when you went to Nigeria, you agan expressed your ardent desire to
have dalogues with Muslms, ard, 1t seams, whenever you vt » lotagn and wheve
Muslyrs abound, your desiwe to have dalogues was one of the man themes of your
Tetage.

You, s a spiritual leader and as & human beng, muet be well aware that your own bith
and conviction precedes sy duties pou have 10 rest of the world And, therdors,
whether you are for “the Fire” or whether you will be taken nito “the Garden™ u
depandant utimately upon youwr choice in this grave matter

To the end we cal on you to meet us 1 the dalrgue as we are commanded
“SAY: O PEOPLE OF THE BOOK! COME TO COMMON TERMS AS BITWEEN US
AND YOU: THAT WE WORSMIF NONE BUT GOD, THAT Wi ASSOCIATE NO
PARTNERS WITH HIM; THAT WF TAKE NOT, FROM AMONG OURSELVES, LORDS
AND PATRONS, OTHER THAN GOD "™ — (ol Quwn e

We wmgmmt that our dalogue on bilwn and Chnstarvty should take place in St Peters in
Rome, and we arc preparsd to come there to ths end m hafinment of the traditons of
the Musims, sways (o meet with the Chrmtans, openly, to imte them o ldam and to
save them hom the Anger of God for Gluely acnbeng dveuty to jesus; "d‘“"{ﬂ
that the outcome of this letter wil be » human and humble respons« in accordance with
youUr TEPUIALIOR AMONg Mem.

We ownt yout teply {'\

Yours tn Humerity, 1}

ki Afm&
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PREFACE

HE Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of
the American Standard Version. published in 1901, which was it revision
of the King James Version, published in 1611.

The first Englixh version of the Scriptures made by direct translition
from the original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to printed, was the
work of William Tvndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused of will-
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments
were ordered te be burned as untrue transtations.”” He was finallyv betrayed
into the hands of his enemies, and in Ovtober 1536, was publicly evecuted
and burned at the stake.

Yet Tvndale's work hecame the foundation of subsequent Enplich ver-icny,
notably those of Coverdale, 1533: Thomas Matthew (probably a pscudonym
for John Rogers), 1537; the Great RBible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1360; and
the Bishops' Bible, 1568, In 1582 a translation of the New Testament, madce
rlrlom the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic schotars, was published at

heims. : ’

The transiators who made the Xing James Version took into account all
of these rrccednng verszions; and comparison shows that it ower something
to each of them. It kept (elicitous nhrases and aptyxpressions, from whatever
source, which had stcod the test of public usage, It owed most, expecially
in the New Testament, 9 Tyndale.

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular
use; but in the end it prevarled, and for more than two and a half centaries
no other authonzed translation of the Bibie into Engiish was made. The
King James Ver ion became the “Authorized Version' of the Fnglish-
speaking peoples. .

The King James Version has with good reason been termed “‘the noblest
m?numct}f ;’t( E%glxsh p’ose.t" Tts rc\gﬁc_r%m 18811 cxpul;sscd admiration ]gr
Tits Slan ¢ its di 1_)'5 its %\rﬂ. s aggy urns of expresyion ., ,
muslc of its cadences, an ¢ Telicities of its thylhm.” It entcced, a< no
other book has, into ‘he making of the personal character and the public
lns';i(utions of the Eaglich-speaking pcopies. We owe to it an incajculable

L.

Vi ve avfects. By the middie of the
nineteenth century, the development ol Biblical sfudies and the di<-overy
of many manuscripts m ‘re ancient than those upon which the Kine lames
Version was bassd, made it manifest that these defects aag 30 many and >0

ri 5%or(he English translation. e task was undcer-
aken, by authority of the Church of England, in ISJO. The English Revised
Version of the Bible was &l;busht'd in 1881-1885; and the American Standard
Version, its vadant embodying the preferences of the American scholits
-associated in the work, was published in 1901.
° Because of unhaypy experience with unauthorized publicitions in the
two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the test «f the
English Reviced Version in the supposed interest of the American public,
the -American Standard \'ersion was copyrighted, {0 protect the text from
unauthorized changes. In 1928 this copyright was acquired by the Inter-
netional Council of Religious Education, and thus passed into the owner<hip
of . the churches of the Uinited States and Canada which were ascocioted
this Council through their boards of education and publicdtion,
The Council appointed a cominittee of scholars to have charge of the teat
of the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether

Yo oo ol OUSI(VAVY ] Bl o gl Dadkiad 5y 40
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“New it is high time 1o awake.”
celemams 17 11

¢ .-v:'c.n vt .“— . .—S‘np.l';—;ru'v l-‘ !v'\—Y—
oy imar— — L " [

t South Africa - Pnone 329518

bhG O

50,000 Errors
in the Bible?

ECENTLY a young man purchased 4

King Jumes Version Bible thinking it -
was withou: error. One day when glancing
through a back issue of Look magazine
he came across an article entited “The tremely
Truth About the Bible.” which said that  wably !
“as carly as 1720, an English authority text.
tathmatad that tlepe wrere 5t loast D000
errors in the two editions of the New
Testament commonly read by Protestants
and Catholics. Modern students say there <™ A“-':
are probably 50,000 crrors.” The young “™7'<%¢
man was shocked. ITs Taith in the Bible's WA TY 70
suthenticity wus shaken. “How can the VX cauw
Btble be relisble when it contains thou- A -
sands of serious discrepancies and Inaccu- THE ~»
racies?’ he asks.
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Saint Luke
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.

QRASML ( H a< many

have taken 10 hand 1o

<et farth n order a

deciarations of those things

which are most surely helieved
amonyg us.

2 Fven as they ddehvered
them unto us, which from the
beyinning were evewitnesses,
and aumsters of the ward

3 ftseemedd good to me alno.
having had porleci umlic-
standing of all rhings tieen
the sery first, 10 wiitc uatn
thee 1n_order. must excelionr
ﬁ’l(npﬁl us,

4 That thay mightest hoew
the certainty of those things,
wherern thou hast heer in

sttuctesd

A iU

Saint
Matthewy

-
ST. MATTHEW 9 ﬁ__f‘,

Matthew Calied A HINM
Aol

9 4§ And as Jesus passed
forth from thence, he saw a
man, named Matthew, sitting
at the receipt of custom: and MA T -
_hAc_:i:,h unto him, r;u}louw med.
¢ arose, and followe
o s THew .l

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING %

Saint Mar

—
—_

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ? .
7

ST JOHN U

Saint John ...,

testtbieth of these things, and
wrote these things and we
know that bis testimony s

A 1 - v
HE andRIA trae
1 The Condlusion
Mft JOH N . 25 And ihere are 2iso many

ather things which Jesus Jdud

ST. JOHN 19 the which, of they shoyld ig
3% And %5 that saw jr bare wIHLED _€v80y uag, | suppose
record, ap record L true: that gven the worlditseldf coud
and h¢ knoweth that hi¢ saith not _contain_ihe book

rue, that ye might believe. should be written Xnien
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THE
GOSPELS™ ™™

i
translated Vol ayly >
into Modern English . <y,
by
; ‘ 4 § s OLS
J. B. PHILLIPS ~ ®¥dm?
THE GOSPEL OF e

MATTHEW

Early tradition ascrsbed this Gospel lo the apostle Matthew,
lut scholars nowadays almost all reject this view.

The author, whom we siill can conventently call Matthey,
has. plainly drawn on the mysierious “Q", which may have
teen a collechion of oral traditions. He has used Mark's,
Gospel fredy, though he has rearranged the order of events and
has sn several tnsiances used diffcrent words for what 15 planly
the same story. The stvle 1s luctd, calm and “tidy”. Matthew
wrstes with a cervian judicsousness as though he himself had
cgrefully digested his malerial and 1s convinced not only of its
truth bul of the divine patiern that lies behind the historse facts.

1/ Matthew wrole, as is now generally supposed, semewhere
between 85 and go, this Gospel’s value as a Christian document
15 emormous. [t 45, so to speak, a_second gemevation wiew of
Jesus CAnst the Son of God and the Som of Man. It 4s being
writen af that distance 1n time from the great Event wheve sober
reflechon and sturdy conviclion can perhaps give a beller bal
anced porirait of God's unique revelatson of Himself than could
be given by those who were so clase fo the Light that they were
partly dazzled by it
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	ترجمة المؤلف

	تقديم: حوار مع الشيخ أحمد ديدات الداعية المسلم الذي هاجمه أحمد بهاء الدين

	الظاهرة الديداتية.. ماذا ولماذا؟

	هل المسيح هو الله؟
وجواب الإنجيل عن ذلك
	المسيح في الإسلام

	ماذا يقول الكتاب المقدس عن محمد صلى الله عليه وسلم

	هل الكتاب المقدس كلام الله؟


