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a jo§ vise turska bruka,
munafika stoji huka;

Sta se hoce, za Boga?

Nasta ¢udna ‘ulema’,
jer ne ¢ine ‘amela,

od njih jadna proloma!
§ta se hoce, za Boga?
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Kad mu gledas u kijafet,
dao bi mu ti dijafet,
krivo uée za sijaset,
Sta se hoce, za Boga?
Nije kader biti imam,
A kaZe se potamam,
Jordam ¢ini k’o Sejh-islam,
Sta se hoce, za Boga?
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Hajde, sinak, te uci!
Po sokaku ne tréi!

Svoje srce poturdi!
To je ni‘met najveci.
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Hajd’ Avdija, ti na vaz,
Klanjaj pet vakat’ namaz,
Teré ne ¢ini Bozji farz,

A za Boga, Avdija!

Miluj Boga vrh sebe,
a svog brata k’o sebe,
milovaée i tebe

nasa braca, Avdija.
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Summery

This thesis is an effort to give a detailed idea of the
contribution of the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the fields
of Arabic and Islamic sciences between the 15™ and 19" centuries.
Islamic culture of course includes whatever was written in it in the
language of the Qur’an regardless of the place in which it was
written or the people who wrote it, for Islam is a world religion not
restricted to a certain place or a certain people.

That is why I always felt the need to study the contributions
of the Muslim countries in that respect. The fact that we see in many
non-Arab countries the Arab letter among people who don’t speak
Arabic shows the influence of Islamic culture and the language of
the Qur’an everywhere. Among those who lived and died for Islam
and who tried hard to build a solid Islamic culture are the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Yet we must confess that the help given to
these people from the Islamic World (whether material or spiritual)
was so scanty, especially when they were under the mercy of the
cruel people in the Balkan area. Of course the Muslims themselves
were at that time weak to help themselves let alone helping others.
The people of Bosnia and Herzegovina knew that, and, through their
great love for Islam and the prophet of Islam, wrote many books that
fill to-day the libraries of their countries...

1 am sorry to say that this legacy, although it is abundant, is
not known to the world in general and to the Muslims in particular.
This is, no doubt a great injustice done to the Muslims of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.
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Again I say this thesis is the first effort to throw light upon
the legacy of the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina written in
Arabic. Although I felt lonely facing a deep ocean which nobody
had ventured to plunge in, yet I think it will arouse the interest of
many after me who try to fathom its depth. I feel happy for being the
first to tread on that path.

I have divided this thesis into the following chapters:

The spread of Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina

The state in Bosnia began with the beginning of the 12"
century and continued till the second half of the 15" century. It lies
in the North Western part of the Balkan where six rivers meet:
Drina, Bosna, Vrbas, Una, Sana and Neretva. Before the Ottoman
conquest Bosnia was divided between two powerful countries at that
time, Hungary and Ottoman Empire. Because of the lack of political
stability, because of the internal wars among the kings and the
feudalists, and because of the foreign wars with the Republic of
Dubrovnik and the Ottomans, the Bosnia and Herzegovina became
politically and economically weak. As a result of all this there were
religious struggles between the different sects in the country:

1. The Catholics — who were the most active,
2. The Bogomils — who were considered heretics,
3. The Orthodox — who had limited power.

We must add to all this the social discrepancies. There were
the kings, the nobles the farmers and the inhabitants of the cities.
There were always discrepancies and struggles among these classes.
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It was clear that the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina were
culturally backward. There were no centres of learning expect the
few monasteries and the palaces of the nobles (which were beyond
the reach of the common people).

This was the state in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the second
half of the 15" century when the Ottomans began their invasion of
the land. The conquest of Bosnia took more than a hundred years
which started with the fall of Bosnia in 1463 and ended in 1592 with
the fall of Biha¢ city; the last city in the North Eastern part of
Bosnia. Here 1 must draw the attention to an incident which is of
major importance; I mean the fact that many of the inhabitants of
Bosnia and Herzegovina were converted to Islam. The Ottomans not
only brought with them political and economic systems, they
brought a new religion, which is Islam with all its motive power as a
faith. It has always been said in Europe that Islam spread by means
of the sword but the truth is that Ottomans spread Islam, as their
predecessors did, through conviction in accordance with the
injunction of the Qur’an. No force was used to convert people to
Islam whether in Bosnia or anywhere else. This is proved by the fact
that Muslims stick to their religious beliefs in spite of the difficulties
and the obstacles they meet in most countries of the Balkan after the
departure of the Ottomans, In Yugoslavia itself we find the clear
proof of what we say for we notice that some people were converted
to Islam and that most of the people remained Muslims although
there is nothing to force them.

They stick to their religion because they love it regardless of
the Ottomans or others. After the evacuation of the Ottomans, Islam
remained and will always remain in the hearts of the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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The spread of Islamic culture in Bosnia and Herzegovina

With the spread of Islam in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
establishments for Islamic culture and knowledge appeared. These
establishments may be found till today in the heart on Europe and
although most of them have abandoned their original message they
are still a proof that their aim was to build man spiritually and
materially and not to destroy societies, morals and beliefs.

Of these establishments we mention:

The different kinds of mortmains "Waqfs" (their number
exceeded 300 and the capital exceeded 6 million "Dirhams" the
different shops, the Bezistans, the Karavan Saray, the Hans and the
Hammamat, the secondary schools, the libraries, the graves, the
clock towers and the bridges.

When the Bosnia and Herzegovina became part of the
Ottoman Empire, the humble Slavic culture mingled with the great
Islamic culture and together they formed a unique culture which was
Eastern and Western at the same time.

The Arab Islamic writings of the Muslims

of Bosnia and Herzegovina

The construction of a considerable number of cultural
establishments helped to raise the cultural standard of the inhabitants
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and opened their boarders to the big
culture establishments in the Ottoman Empire in Edirne, Istanbul,
Bursa, Damascus, Baghdad and even Cairo. This helped the
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inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina to increase their learning in
the different branches of knowledge. It must be mentioned, however,
that a great number of them never returned to their mother land but
held jobs there, wrote books or explained and commented upon the
famous writings which were extant at that time. There were others,
of course, who returned to Bosnia and Herzegovina where they
worked as teachers, judges or writers in the different Muslim
establishments.

Within the frame of this thesis I discussed what the Muslims
of Bosnia and Herzegovina produced in Arabic, a thing which had
not been done before. Because most of the researchers, whether
Europeans of Yugoslavia, did not discriminate between what was
written in Arabic and what was written in Turkish or Persian. As the
Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina produced in every branch of
science, I followed the coming order in discussing their production:

In the first section of Chapter 3, I talked about the religious
writing, including interpretation of the Qur’an, the tradition "Hadit",
theology, Figh and mysticism. In the second section I talked about
the linguistic writings. It seems that the Muslims of Bosnia and
Herzegovina did not excel in poetry in spite of the fact that they tried
it. However, they excelled in other spheres such as literature and
linguistic science for they produced valuable things. '

Folk literature in Bosnia and Herzegovina

In the 4" and last Chapter of this thesis, I talked about the
folk literature of the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Although
from the literary point of view it is not of great importance, I had to
talk about it because it is written in the Arabic letter. Just about that

oYo



time the efficiency of the Muslims in Bosnia and Herzegovina had
become so weak that they resorted to writing their literature in the
Bosnian language but using the Arabic letter.

In the end I would like to mention that this thesis is no more
than a link in the chain of research studies that discuss the culture of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. I believe that in this way I contribute in
drawing a true picture of the Muslims in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

May be the subject has not been given its due. The reason is
that it is a large subject. If this is considered only the beginning of a
series of research studies in it, I’ll be content.
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